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TODAY'S NEWS 

Animal testing U-tum 

The use of animals to test cosmetic products is to end 
in Britain, after a dramatic change of heart by the Gov- 
ernment. The initiative, which will be announced later 
today, comes two weeks after 77ie Independent revealed 
Labour had reneged on its election promise to ban ex- 
periments on animals to test cosmetics. Page 3 

Louise must still wait 

The jailed au pair Louise Woodward must wait untiL - 
next week before she knows whether moves to reduce 
her sentence will be granted. The trial judge Hiller Zo- 
bd made it known through court officials in Cambrige, 
Massachusetts, that his decision will not be released un- 
til Monday morning at the very earliest. The judge has 
to decide whether to order her acquittal, reduce the 
sentence to manslaughter, order a re-trial, or let the 
verdict stand. Page 3 

Pilot saves plane 

An Airbus pilot who safely landed 114 passengers and 
crew at Heathrow airport after part of his landing gear 
failed explained how it was all in a day’s work. Captain 
Tim Bamsby said he had been confident he could bring 
down the Virgin Atlantic airliner in one piece. The com- 
pany said the pilot made a textbook emergency landing. 
A total of nine passengers and crew were treated after- 
wards. all for minor injuries. Page 4 

Snow keeps his job 

The only person guaranteed a job with Channel 4 News 
when the programme’s ITN contract ends in June 1999 
is its presenter. Jon Snow. Focus group research shows 
he is the programme* biggest asset Viewers believe 
.Show combines 'gravitas and authority’ while carrying a 
yhlff of the anti-establishment’ about him. Page 9 

Masterclass for gifted 

Gifted primary schcoofcMdran could be taught in 
as part of an expanded 

specialist schools. Ten per cent of pupils for the schools 
specialising in technology, sport, music or arts, will be 
selected on aptitude. Page 18 
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Proof positive. Taking Ecstasy 
permanently alters your brain 



Ecstasy and agony: a real brain highlighted to show its contours. Scientists fear that regular drug-taking could to 

depression and suicide Geoff Tompkmson/Sdence Photo Library 


Blair’s cool Britannia is left 
out in the euro cold 


Tony Blair will lay on a show of 
the best of British design, culture 
and food at Canary Wharf in east 
London for the French President 
and Prime Minister, who arrive 
today. But he will also be trying to 
prevent Britain from becoming 
politically marginalised In Europe 
by the creation of a single 
currency. Anthony Bevins, Katherine 
Butler and John UchfieW report. 


Style wars were declared by the Prime Min- 
ister’s office last night, as frantic London, 
preparations were under way for the’ an- 
nual summit between Jacques Chirac, the 
French President, Lionel Jospin, his Prime 
Minister, Tbny Blair and ministerial col- 
leagues. 

While the diplomatic agenda ranged 
over the customary points of mutual Eu- 
ropean and international interest, includ- 
ing the single currency and Iraq, the 
lunchtime menu, the furniture, the art to 
be hung on the waBs, even the rugs and 
flower arrangements, were being given the 
full promotional span by the Number 10 
spokesman. 

With a bird’s-eye view of the Millenni- 
um Dome development site, an entire floor 
of the 50-floor Canary Wharf tower has 

been taken over for the summit, with Tfer- 

e nre Conran laying oat rooms which will 


plete with chenywood doors. 

Whitehall went to town on the fur- 


designers who are being provided with a 
world stage for their work - much ofilal- 
ready promoted by the Italians, who have 
spotted winning designs and provided 


some of the designers with work. The fur- 
niture designers include Jasper Morrison 
and Matthew HDton, who have both 
worked for Italian manufacturers, Fred 
Scott, Tbm Dixon, ’foreace Woodgate, 
Oubabolyodhin, Tristram Myiius, Lynne 
Wilson and Michael Young. 

Bugs are to be provided by Christopher 
Fhrr, light sculpture by Jeremy Lord, flower 
arrangements from Paula Piyke - and the 
food from Anton Escalera, of the Mid- 
summer House Restaurant. Cambridge. 

But for all the assertive British cultur- 
al diplomacy, there is also a serious topic 
on the table: die creation of a single cur- 
rency and the new council which will man- 
age it from 1999. The Government wQ2 not 
participate unless and until it merges the 
pound into the euro, and hence wiD be ex- 
cluded from derisi on-making on some of 
the key issues in Europe. 

Britain’s marginalisation took concrete 
shape last night as France and Germany 
unveiled details of their plans for a new 
“council" to co-ordinate economic policy 
making. They made public a letter detail- 
ing a bilateral agreement on the Enro- 
cnzntiL 

The new economic “government* will 
be known as the “Euro-X”, the X repre- 
senting the number of countries in the euro 
zon& Finance ministeis from the zone will 
meet before the regular monthly meetings 
of EU finance minis ters to co-ordinate a 
wide range of areas, from budgetary poli- 
cies to taxation. 

The letter directly challenges Gordon 
Brown’s assertion that Britain will set the 
agenda in Europe on employment policy, 
for instance. Among the areas the council 
■will cover are “structural polities ... in par- 
ticular employment and labour market poli- 
cies on the adaptability of markets and on 
tax reform” as well as “evaluation of wage 
and cost trends". Britain will be excluded 
from meetings on these subjects. 


The Chancellor made it clear yesterday 
that he is deeply unhappy with any bid to 
undermine the central role of Ecofln, the 
official EU council of finance ministers. 
“Ecofin remains the body that takes for- 
mal decisions," he said. Yet, according to 
Frendt sources, Britain has been desper- 
ately jockeying to be granted at least ob- 
server status on the new council, a request 
neither Bonn nor Ruis have so far been will- 
ing to countenance. 

In Brussels for a meeting with fellow fi- 
nance ministers, the Chancellor told re- 
porters that Britain would not be sidelined. 
He said the Government’s Commons 
statement committing Britain **fn principle" 
to monetary union represented a -tur ning 
point” which would be enough to demon- 
strate the Government’s pro-Emu cre- 
dentials to its partners. 

Mr Jospin and President Chirac wiD be 
seeking to defuse British hostility to the 
planned Euro-Council. France under- 
stands that the council is viewed with sus- 
picion m London. But Mr Jospin win argue 
that the council will be in Britain’s inter- 
est if sterling Emerged into the euro in due 
course. It would provide a forum for some 
political and democratic management of 
the euro zone, balancing the purely tech- 
nocratic and monetarist deliberations of the 
independent European Central Bank. 

French officials are convinced that the 
Blair government has a schizophrenic view 
of the euro countiL While Britain remains 
outside the single currency, it wiD in- 
evitably be suspicious of anything that re- 
sembles the politburo of a hard-core 
Europe, from which it is excluded. 

On the other hand, if Britain joined the 
single currency early next century, French 
officials believe the Blair government 
would incline towards its own view, that the 
euro council is an essential political coun- 
terweight to the purely monetary man- 
agement of the European central bank. 


The first formal studies 
using brain scans show 
that regular Ecstasy 
users are permanently 
changing their brains. 
Isn’t that bad news? 

Well, maybe, maybe not: 
our brains might take it 
in their stride, just as 
they do so much else. 
Charles Arthur , Science 
Editor, looks at the 
implications. 


The brain scans are unequivo- 
cal For the first time, scientists 
have demonstrated that long- 
term users of the “rave drug” 
Ecstasy are permanently alter- 
ing their brains. The tough 
question now is, are they actu- 
ally damaging them? 

Though the effects of the 
changes could take years or 
even decades to show up. it is 
potentially serious news for the 
UK’s estimated 500,000 regu- 
lar users, who each lake one 
or two tablets every weekend. 
If the brain cannot compensate 
for the changes caused by the 
drug, the long-term effects 
could include widespread de- 
pression and even suicide. 

That is because Ecstasy af- 
fects the production of a chem- 
ical that modulates how happy 
we feel. In effect, repeated use 
might leave the brain drained 
of that chemical. But scientists 
are stiD debating whether, over 
time, our most adaptable organ 
might make allowances even for 
that change. 

The latest research by 
George Rica lute, assistant pro- 
fessor of neurology at Johns 
Hopkins University, used 
positron emission tomography 
(PET) scanners, which can pro- 
duce detailed images of active 
areas of the brain, to study two 
groups, each of 14 recreation- 
al drugs users. 

The first group used Ecsta- 
sy and other drugs; the others 
used drugs excluding Ecstasy. 


Though small, the number is 
sufficient to pinpoint differ- 
ences between groups using 
PET 

Dr Ricaurte examined the 
peoples' brains to evaluate the 
activity of the milli ons of brain 
synapses which release a neu- 
rotransmitter called serotonin 
- the “happiness chemical". 
The control subjects had nor- 
mal levels of serotonin activity. 
The Ecstasy users, though, 
showed deficiencies in all brain 
regions. 

Una McCann, one of the 
team members, told New Sci- 
entist magazine that this is 
clear evidence that Ecstasy 
damages serotonin-generating 
synapses: “The message is that 
if you're going to use it, do it in 
moderation.’' 

But David Concar, the 
deputy editor of New Scientist 
and a PhD in biochemistry, 
pointed out last night that the 
case against Ecstasy may not be 
so clear-cuL “The really tricky 
point about this is whether you 
call these changes 'damage', or 
whether they are chemical re- 
sponses to the drug which 
would in time reverse them- 
selves.” A scientist for the US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency commented that 
“There’s no evidence of struc- 
tural damage”. 

The kneeqerk reaction by 
drug opponents would be to 
point to this study as definitive 
evidence that Ecstasy does 
damage. Earlier studies using 
questionnaires have shown, 
though less convincingly than 
PET scans, that regular users of 
Ecstasy tend to be more de- 
pressed than non-users. 

But that is not incontro- 
vertible evidence of permanent 
damage. The human brain re- 
peatedly demonstrates that it is 
capable of withstanding massive 
amounts of damage and re- 
building itself people who have 
suffiered even serious strokes 
often regain many faculties, 
demonstrating that even real 
damage in which neurons ac- 
tually die can be overcome. 




[AMES 

REDFIELD 



A-^thAA. 


' rT • : ''AA ;r . work ffoscnBes 

P-'pose .-Abe. 

* 

‘ M AV A !> \\y \\! !>R].;» HAKIM ■< )\TR . 


Jf 




THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
6 NOVEMBER 1997 


2/BRIEFING 



COLUMN ONE 


PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


Remembrance poppy 
row enmeshes McAleese 


Care of elderly seen as state duty 


¥ 


The Irish president-elect Mary McAleese yesterday said she would not 
be wearing a memorial poppy at her inauguration on Armistice Day next 
week. 

Her announcement saw the ample flower, supposed to represent the 
poppies in Flanders fields from the First World War, firmly entangled in 
the briar of Northern Ireland politics. 

Mrs McAleese, who was elected as Ireland’s head of state last week 
to succeed Mary Robinson will be attending a Remembrance Day ser- 
vice on Sunday in Dublin. But she said she had decided “after long de- 
liberation, apart from the shamrock, the president should not wear emblems 
or symbols of any kind”. That included the poppy. 

Her decision outraged many Tory MPls, and Ulster Unionists. Andrew 
Mackay. the Tory spokesman on Northern Ireland, said “It’s obscene 
for Mary McAleese to confuse the poppy with any sectarian issues. It’s 
a mark of respect for the millions of people who gave their lives in both 
world wars, including many thousands of Irish men and women.” 

David Trimble, the Ulster Unionist leader, said; “If she had wanted 

to make a significant contribution, 
that was her opportunity. It is a 
missed opportunity.” 

Mrs McAleese. 46, who was 
bora in Belfast, and has been 
deeply committed to the peace 
campaign in {he North, was re- 
sponding to requests to wear the 
poppy bom the Royal British Le- 
gion and other groups. 

She was advised against it by 
Irish ministers, including the 
Irish Defence Minister. Michael 
Smith, who said it was private 
matter for Mrs McAleese but he 
believed that she could be cre- 
ating problems for the future if 
she wore an emblem. 

By announcing her decision, 
however. <>he stepped into a row over the wearing of the poppy north of 
the Border, where 20 workers at the Coats Vtyella textile factory in Lon- 
donderry have been suspended for wearing the poppy against a compa- 
ny ruling. 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland Secretary, had been trying to calm 
tempers about the pappy and Mrs McAleese's dilemma. She said that 
she hoped the poppy was not going to become a “political football”. 

The row over (he flower has reopened old wounds in Northern 
Ireland. Remembrance Day may be seen by some as a militaristic, 
support for the British Army, regarded by some nationalists as an 
occupying army. Others remember that many from the Irish Free State 
volunteered for the British Army, in spite of Ireland's neutrality, in the 
Second World War. 

More recent events cast an even darker shadow - notably the 1987 
IRA bomb atrocity at Enniskillen in which 11 people lost their lives. 

Lembit Opik. the Liberal Democrat spokesman on Ulster, said; “The 
concern about poppies is a symptom, not a cause of the differences in 
Northern Ireland. When such events cease to be an issue, we will know . 
we have made progress." 

— Cofin Brown, Chief Political Correspondent 




The Government should retain a major role in financing care of the el- - 
dertv. according to a new national survey. ■ / 

Most people are realistic about the likelihood of needmg “refold ^ 
whether in their own home or in a residential or nursing tome tie r 
Economicand Social Research Council found. But there " 

willingness to take responsibility for their own care - particularly finan- 

** MoSofte people the ESRC questioned believed that the ^shoidd • 
pay at least the basic care costs and few were willing to use capitaltied 
up in their home to pay for care. Private long-term care insurance schemes ■ 
were considered unattractive, with only 6 per cent of the people qpeEUMed 
saying they would take them up. Two-thinfcof those questioned smdthey 
were dissatisfied with the present means-tested system of state support, 
said the study, which involved almost 1,000 men and women- jy 

A system based on partnership - in which the Govenra ^ nt f ^ 5 ^ 
individual to keep, assets provided private insurers cover part of the costs , 
of care - was a more popular option. But even here, only half were en- . 

tbusiastic about this way of paying for their care. ; 

— Glenda Cooper, Social Affairs Correspondent ; 
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The artist formerly known as Nigel ... 


After five years in exile, Britain's best known vio- 
linist has relaunched, nay reinvented, himsdt 
Nigel Kennedy, still widely described as a “punk 
musician” at the age of 40. has let it be known that 
henceforth he wishes to be known as “Kennedy”. 

The artist formerly known as “Nige” or even 
“NK”, has vowed to ditch his first nam e from all fu- 
ture recordings, concerts and public appearances. 

Happily this coincides with the launch of his new 
. re-recording of Elgar's Violin Concerto released this 
week. “I have never liked, the name NlgeL" he ex- 
plains. “But what people want to address me as in 
conversation is up to them.” 

His publicist elaborated; “He has hated being 
called Nigel for as long as I have known him and a 
month ago be rang me to say be would prefer to be 
called Kennedy from now on. 

“Naturally it is his decision, after all it is his name, 
though he’s a bit baffled by the interest” 

Others believe the name-change has more to do 
with a conscious mid-life dedsfou to shake off his 
old scruffy, new-age soccer-mad puoky image. 

He had made it plain he would now prefer peo- 
ple to concentrate on his musical talent rather than 


his former barrow boy incarnation, typified by es- 
tuary English and extravagant gestures like spray- 
ing his Jaguar car ciaret and blue in tribute to Ids 
sporting heroes, Aston Villa- 

Last month, Kennedy gave his first live perfor- 
mance since his “retirement” in 1992. 

The critics largely agreed that be remains an out- 
standing violinist, technically brilliant and with a gift 
for malting audiences listen hard. 

He has not yet fully eschewed the “Nige” per- 
sona, however. He performed at the Royal Festi- 
val Hall sporting a new age haircut and a spotty 
waistcoat It is partly through this “alternative” ap- 
proach that Kennedy has been credited by many crit- 
ics as the performer who introduced a new 
generation of young people to classical music. His 
recording of Vivaldi's Four Seasons has sold over 
2 million copies. 

His next live performance of Elgar’s Violin Con- 
certo, accompanied by the Oxford University Cham- 
ber Orchestra, will take place at the Virgin 
Megastore in Oxford Street, central London, on 
J 7 November. 

— Amanda Kelly 
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New neighbours stumped by Boycott’s arrival 


Couples snorkelling in the bath and hosing each other down with sodawater 
are just some of the weird and watery pleasures of hotel guests, the AA 
reveals today in its 1998 Hotel Guide. 

Other aquatic anecdotes reported in the guide include a Chinese guest 
who asked for a goldfish to take in the bath with him to aid relaxation; a 
party of Japanese visitors who booked three rooms in Carmarthen, south 
Mfeles, but all used the same bath because they liked the view of the river 
Wye; a guest in Llangollen in Whies who flooded two floors and a banqueting 
area after leaving the bath running and going for a long walk; and a wom- 
an at a hotel in Ashburton, Devon, who complained that while she was 
bathing a dog had entered her room mid run off with her knickers. 

The sodawater incident involved a guest who ordered several siphons 
from room service and later apologised for soaking the. bed and surrotiLding 
area. He explained he and his girlfriend enjoyed squirting the water at each 
other. The snorkelling incident came to light when staff investigating a flood 
discovered two guests in a bathroom wearing face masks and breathing tubes. 
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Sir Geoffrey Boycott, whose 
gruff tones have come to sym- 
bolise Yorkshire as much as the 
white rose itself, is abandoning 
the county of his birth to go and 
live fay the seaside in Dorset. 

The former England batsman 
and now television commentator 
enjoys near-legendary status in 
the Ridings, where cricketing 
achievement is widely seen as the 
mark of a man’s worth. 

But among the retired gentle- 
folk of Poole, his reputation 
counts for less. Two of his 
prospective neighbours asked 
“Who is he?" when told yester- 
day of the Yorkshireraan's pend- 


ing arrival at his new barbourside 
abode. “To be perfectly honest. 
I don't expect people would 
know he was here.” said anoth- 
er near neighbour. “You only oc- 
casionally see your neighbour, 
although to be truthful I don't ex- 
pect I would recognise him if I 
saw him.” 

Sir Geoffrey, 57, grew up in the 
oral mining village of FitzwiQiam. 
During one of his many run-ins 
with the Yorkshire county crick- 
et committee he once boasted: “I 
have lived in the Wakefield dis- 
trict all rny life and I have no wish 
to live anywhere else.” 

— tan Burrell 


ESSAY COMPETITION FOR. LAW STUDENTS 


The Independent Is sponsoring an essay competition for law students - 1 
to win a free place at the College of Law. Entrants have to write an' 
essay under die question “What are Law Schools For?". The winner 
will have all tuition fees for the course paid. 

Last year’s winner of the College of Law/independent competi- 
tion, Abdul Hoq Mohammed, gained a training contract at Lincoln's 
Inn based Towers and Hamlins. 

Entries, in not more than 1,500 words, should be sent to; Col- 
lege of Law Essay Competition, College of Law, Braboeuf Manor. St 
Catherines, Guildford, Surrey, GU3 I HA For more information con- 
tact the college marketing department on 0M83 460350. 
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Druid reunited with Excalibur 





A Druid who thinks he is the rein- 
carnation of King Arthur was yes- 
terday reunited with his 
ceremonial sword Excalibur. 

Arthur Pendragon's sword was 
confiscated seven months ago by 
police in Trafalgar Square. But, 
it was relumed to him yesterday 
after a judge at Southwark Crown 
Court said he was satisfied Mr 
Fendragon, 43. was a genuine 


Druid and that the sword was 
used for ceremonial and ritual 
purposes. Judge Stephen Robbins 
made his ruling after reading re- 
ports from Professor Ronald 
Hutton, a leading authority on 
Druids. He said: “Professor Hut- 
ton leaves ... no doubt that this 
defendant’s Druid credentials 
are genuine. It is not in the pub- 
lic interest to pursue this case.” 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (dracbmci) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.31 

19.79 
58.15 

229 

0.83 

10.79 
9.43 
2.83 

446.74 

12-59 

1.08 


Italy (lira) 

Japan (yen) 

Malta (lira) 
Netherlands {guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Tbrkey (lira) 

USA ($) 


2774 

203.56 

0.62 

(guilders) 3.17 

ner) 1 1.56 

udos) 286.07 

is) 237.42 

tier) 12J7 

francs) 231 

295346 
1.64 

Source: Thomas Cock 
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Ministers stung into action to stop animal testing 


The Government rs about to 

" im P ort ant concession on 
thf testing of cosmetics on 
animals. Jason fiennecto explains 
t*»t although the move is a 
breakthrough it will only affect a 
tiny number of experiments. 

J* of “™ als to test cosmetic prod- 
twts is to end in Britain, after a dramatic 
change of heart by the Government 

"b* 1 * be announced 

later today, comes two weeks after The In- 


dependent revealed that Labour had re- 
neged on its election promise to ban ex- 
periments on animals to test new cosmetics. 

The disclosure caused uproar among ani- 
mal rights supporters. 

It is understood that Home Office of- 
ficials have approached the five companies 
who have been granted trances for research 
on beauty and skin products and obtained 
an agreement not to carry out further an- 
imal experiments on finished goods. The 
voluntary ban will come into effect imme- 
diately and the firms are understood to have 
agreed to return their licences to the 
Home Office and have them altered. 


Some animal experiments, however, win 
continue to be carried out on ingredients 
for cosmetics, because some of those used 
in beauty products are also found in phar- 
maceuticals. The Home Office, it is be- 
lieved, are to press manufacturers and the 
Animal Procedures Ccrcnraittee, an advisory 
group, to produce a list of ingredients that 
are only used in cosmetics and then ban 
their use on animals. It is undear how many 
ingredients would come under the new ban. 

About 2£00 animals were used last year 
to lest rosmetkx, mostly rabbits, guinea pigs, 
and rats. The vast bulk of animals - 2.7 mfl- 
Boh last year -are used for medical research 


and testing pharmaceuticals. The vast bulk 
of the cosmetics tests were on ingredients, 
rather than the final product. 

Among the tests were experiments to 
discover whether ingredients and cosmet- 
ic products had an adverse effect on ani- 
mal’s skin, eyes, ears, mouths, and 
reproductive organs. 

The move follows a public and politi- 
cal outcry at the disclosure that the Gov- 
ernment had broken promises made by 
Tbny Blair in an official Labour Party doc- 
ument during the General Election that cos- 
metic testing was to be outlawed. 

It also emerged that Home Office 


f r r>dmg fndcve^altgipatiyestousniglive 

was cut this year 


■ nirnant in tawmiww" 

by . quarter to £182^00- M* Stfawj the 
Home Secretary, said there appears to be 
“no realistic prospect hr tbe**«eeablfi^ fu- 
ture” of an end to an im al experiments. 

The announcements provoked angry re- 

monses from a ran^ of animal rigtascam- 
paigners including the RSPCA and Amta 
Roddick, founder of The Body Shop^ 
Even Ptofessor Cohn Bttkcmore, head. 

of Pbyaolpgy at Oxford University and one 

of tire most outspoken supporters lof the 
benefits of animal research, told The In- 
dependent, that killing animate to test new 


beauty products is indefensible. He said 
there were already enough safe ingredients 
for beauty products. 

The Government appears to have been 
stung by the recent criticism and has tak- 
en swift action. Lord W illiams of Mostyn, 
the Home Office minister responsible for 
animals, is expected to outline the new ap- 
proach to cosmetic testing later today. 

Jan Creamer, director of the National 
Anti-Vivisection Society, said last night: “We 
are happy to see the Government take some 
action ... but ... they have not got to the 
heart of the problem ... The balance of 
power must be changed.” 
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Nanny must 
wait to 
learn fate 


Judge Zobel has the eyes of the 
world on him as he ponders 
whether he should lessen the 
Murder Two verdict passed on 
Louise Woodward. David Usbome 
wafts in Boston for a man who 
does not like to be rushed. 


You could almost hear the collective nerves 
unwinding in Cambridge yesterday like air 
escaping from a balloon. No. Judge Hiller 
Zobel would not be iss uing his decision on 
the fate of Louise Woodward on this day. 
and mdeed~wouid not be saying anything 
about it until next Monday at the earliest, 

“Oh, thank you. X didn't think he would,” 
said Wbodward's mother, Susan, when she 
was told in the lobby of a nearby hotel. “I 
supposelcan relax fora few days now". (She 
and her husband Gary have an exclusive, 
big-money deal with a British tabloid, so fur- 
ther conversation was impossible.) 

Judge Zobel has the option of uphold- 
ing the Murder *Bvo conviction and life sen- 
tence passed on Woodward last week or 
taking one of three steps: reducing the con- 
viction to one of manslaughter, order a new 
trial or throwing out the conviction and free- 
ing her. Some experts thought a reduction 
of the sentence would be the most attrac- 
tive choice for the judge. , 

Come next Monday, the Woodwards - 
including Louise in her cell in the Fram- 
ingham maximum security prison -as well 
as the media - will once again be on high 
alert Attention, however, will be focused 
on the Internet Arrangements were still be- 
ing worked out last night to ensure that the 
judge’s plan to publish his decision in cy- 
berspace will allow the journalists access 
to it quickly and simultaneously. 

Eleven sites on the World Wide Web 
have been selected as venues for the texL 
The court will also send it to the e-mail ad- 
dresses of individual journalists. One ma- 
jor concern, however, was how to guard 
against a cyberspace prankster publishing 
a fake decision. 



Stepping out: Ted Turner, his wife Jane Fonda, and their friend Robb Laugh lin (centre), leaving the Reform Club yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Turner warns of Murdoch’s power in Britain 


Global TV mogul Ted 
Turner was In town 
yesterday. And he went 
to town on Rupert 
Murdoch, launching his 
most vitriolic attack yet 
on his arch enemy. 

Rob Brawn, Media Editor, 
was there to hear it. 


Causing a scene would normally 
get you swiftly if courteously 
ejected from the Reform Qub. 
But no one shuffled uncom- 
fortably in their venerable arm- 
chair or choked on their cigar 
when a real verbal spat erupt- 
ed yesterday in that palace of 

-y-Wi' .y.y - • - s v - - ~ - 


privilege in Pali Mall The nou- 
veau riche tend to be tolerated 
by the toffs when their as rich 
and entertaining as led Tinn- 
er. 

Besides, it wasn’t the 
founder of CNN who started it 
It was William Shawcross, who 
wrote a soft biography of Ru- 
pert Murdoch a few years back 
and, apparently, takes grave 
exception to the Australian- 
American mogul being de- 
monised by Tfed Tinner. 

“Is it appropriate for a busi- 
nessman like you to compares 
competitor with Adolf Hitler?” 
asked Mr Shawcross. 

“I don’t always use that 
word,” replied Mr Tbmer with 
a large miscbevkxis smile. “Yes- 


terday I compared him to the 
former leader of Germany’s 
Third Reich!” 

“That’s a stupid and cheap 
shot," the book author hit bade. 

But, Tfed Tuner wasn’t for 
backtracking. In feet, be was just 
getting started, stabbing his 
rhetorical knife into the Dirty 
Digger. “He (Murdoch) is a dis- 
grace to journalism who tries to 
buy pobiti cans with book deals,” 
Mr Timer drawled into the mi- 
crophone. 

“I don’t respect him and I 
don’t like him. What’s hap- 
pened to Britain is a real 
tragedy. People now know he’s 
not a yummy yum from the Aus- 
tralian outback. He's a serious 
threat and came damn dose to 


having this country under his 
thumb. 

“Tm doing my best to block 
him around the world. I know 
his pressure points, especially 
The Sun, where the bare breasts 
are. He wants to stop doing it 
but he can’t" 

Actually, it wasn’t William 
Shawcross who started the spat 
It was Christiane Amanponr, 
one of Timer s own employees, 
who kicked off the post-lunch 
question-and-answer session. 

The glamorous and intrepid 
Ms Amanpour asked her boss 
what he thought about the BBC 
entering the 24 hour TV news 
business, which CNN pioneered 
from its base in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. Hte repouse: “Tm quite hap- 


py the BBC is starting a local 
raund-the-dock newscast for 
Britain, which is aimed cfrrect- 
ty at Sky News. Anything that 
reduces the power in this coun- 
try of Rupert Murdoch is good 
for England." 

Mr Timer was also quizzed 
about his startling decision to 
pledge a personal donation of 
$1 billion to the United Nations. 
He announced yesterday that 
the money would be allocated 
by whoever he appoints to head 
a special foundation which he 
is setting up. “We all love our 
money," he said. “Even if you 
have a few quid you are happy 
about it. But money is only tru- 
ly satisfying if you invest it to 
make the world a better place." 
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IN THE EYE 
TOMORROW 

NEW FILMS 




Ryan Gilbeyon 
‘Face/Off’; violent but 
caring 

LONDON FILM 
FESTIVAL 




Are British films good 
enough? 

PLUS: 

Mark Owen, Lisa 
Stansfield, the 
Stranglers and 
Charles Lloyd 
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Jet crash-lands as 
landing gear fails 


The pilot of a Virgin 
Atlantic Airbus averted 
disaster yesterday when 
he made a “textbook 
emergency landing 1 " at 
Heathrow. As Kate 
Watson-Smyth hears, his 
actions prevented a 
tragedy. 


Part of the loading gear failed 
to extend properly, but the pi- 
lot brought the aircraft down 
safely, with 1 14 passengers and 
crew on board. Up to six peo- 
ple suffered minor injuries - in- 
cluding two crew members - as 
they slid down emergency 
chutes in a standard evacuation 
procedure. 

Witnesses described how 
the four-engined European- 
made jet slewed down the 
Heathrow runway, sending off 
sparks at the end of its flight 
from Los Angeles. 

In a statement. Vhgin At- 
lantic said the Airbus made a 
successful emergency landing at 
4.20pm using three, instead of 
four, sets of landing gear. The 
airline added: “The flight had 
proceeded normally until the 
crew routinely extended the 


landing gear on approach to 
Heathrow. The crew received 
indications that the left main 
landing gear did not fully extend 
and so conducted a fly-past to 
enable a visual inspection of the 
gear to be undertaken from the 
ground, which confirmed that 
the left-hand gear was not ful- 
ly extended. 

“Indications in the cockpit 
confirmed that all three re- 
maining landing gears had ex- 
tended normally. The aircraft 
completed a normal approach 
and the crew accomplished a 
textbook emergency landing 
and came to rest on the run- 
way." 

Witness Rob Seabrook said 
there appeared to be problems 
with the undercarriage of the 
airplane as it came down to 
land, with one wheel-bay not 
having opened. 

Another witness, John Ash- 
er, said “He held it off the 
ground as long as he could, I 
guess to reduce speed to the 
minimum, and as it did even- 
tually touch down it was obvi- 
ously quite one-sided. 

“As it went down the runway 
sparks were flying and it slewed 
off the end of the runway, vir- 
tually out of sight and there was 
a lot of smoke around,” he said. 


As the aircraft aided the air- 
port, onlookers realised some- 
thing was wrong. 

Estate agent Giles Newby 
told BBCI ’s Sex O'Clock News: 
“It was in a position in the sky 
which it shouldn't have been, 
weD bekjw the doodbase.lt was 
banking very severely. We were 
concerned that if it was going 
to come down, it was going to 
come down in a populated 
area.” 

Four passengers were taken 
to Ashford Hospital and treat- 
ed for minor injuries, the Lon- 
don Ambulance Service said. 

One of the two runways at 
Heathrow was closed and pas- 
sengers on other flights were de- 
layed. 

Virgin Atlantic said: There 
will be internal investigation as 
well as the Air Accident Inves- 
tigation Board inquiry. At the 
moment, it is too early to say 
what caused the incident.” 

The airport chaplain. Rev- 
erend Brian Lacock, who was 
comforting passengers, said: 
“Everybody was very relieved. 
They were singing the praises of 
the captain for bringing her in. 

“All the passengers were 
saying the pilot did a wonder- 
ful job and so did the crew. 
Everybody was praising them." 



Travelling light: The Lord Mayor of London and the Lady Mayoress preparing Co exit their official carriage outside St Paul's Cathedral during 
early morning rehearsals for the Lord Mayor's Show this Saturday Photograph: David Rose 
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Compared with the 
shots you can take with 
the D image V, other 
digital cameras simply 
don't get a look in. 
Literally. 

Because unlike any 
other digital camera in 
the world, the Dimage V lens can be used remotely, when 

connected bv its I metre 



size remov ab le 
SmartMedia 
card.' 





umbilical cord. Allowing 
you to get into all manner 
of places. Exactly where, 
is probably best left to 
your own imagination. 

fust place the lens 
where you want it and what you can’t see with the naked eye, 
you can see, record and play back, on the camera's colour 
LCD finder monitor. 

Combine this with a lens that can rotate a full 180 
degrees when it’s on the camera, plus a built-in flash to 
throw some light on the subject 
and naturally, auto exposure and you 
really do have it made. 

And the advantages don't stop there. 
The Dimage V has a 2.7x zoom lens 
(equivalent to 34mm - 92mm) and 
Macro, which lets you get as dose 
as 6cms to an object the size of a 
standard business card. 

So as well as being able to get in close, 
you also have the additional advantage of being able to zoom 
in as well. Allowing you to get the exact shot you want. First 
time. Without having to use your computer to zoom in and 
consequently, suffer loss of resolution to picture quality. 

As one of the world’s great camera manufacturers, 

. picture quality w something pretty dose to our hearts, and 
something many of our competitors choose to ignore. 

For example, unfortunately, many of them still use the 
same rectangular pixel CCD that’s used for video. And 
because this rectangular system has to be converted, the 
quality of the pictures inevitably suffer. 

The Diroige Von the other hand, has 


A digital camera 
that gives a whole 
new meaning to the 
term 'roving eye’. 


Powerful 2-7x zoom 
means higher resolution. 


its very own 350k square pixel CCD, which means your 
pictures can be transferred to your computer with absolute 
minim al loss of image quality. 

And the Dimage V unlik e most other digital 
cameras has a removable SmartMedia Compact 
Memory Card. Allowing all your shots to be stored 
on any number of cards. So you're not limited by a 
finite built-in memory. Other cameras have to store the infor- 
mation by massively compressing the data with a resultant loss 

of picture quality. 

The Dimige Vs 2MB card 
will hold sixteen ‘fine’ 
images or forty ‘standard’ 
and there’s an optional 
4MB card available. And 
because the cards are 
removable, there’s absolutely no limit to the number of shots 
you can take and store. 

And all you need to cake advantage of this amazing 
little camera is a PC (r unnin g Windows 95) or a Mac, with 
16MB of RAM and CD Rom drive. 

And when you buy a Dimage V 
you get absolutely everything you need 
to hook up to your PC or Mac and 
download your pictures. 

All this in a digital camera that costs just £599.99 
including VAT. 

It’s available at most good camera retailers so you won t 
need a roving eye to track one down. 

Just a finger to ring freephone 0800 731 6810 for the 
name of the one nearest to you. 


Doctors fearful of 
scientific fraud 


Deal near in 
lorry strike 
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RiH 180 degree 
rotatable lens. 


The new Dimage V. 
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A national body to oversee sci- 
entific research and investigate 
allegations of fraud is urgently 
needed in the UK, leading 
medical edhors-said yesterday. 

Patients had been harmed 
and the credibility of srientific 
institutions damaged by cases in 
which results had been falsified, 
signatures forged and research 
plagiarised. 

Speaking after a conference 
on research misconduct held in 
London, organised by the Com- 
mittee on Publication Ethics, Dr 
Richard Smith, editor of the 
British Medical Journal, cited a 
dozen new examples in which 
misconduct had been proved or 
was under investigation. They 
included cases in which signa- 
tures of patients giving consent 
for research to be done on 
them had been forged, consent 
from hospital ethics committees 
to do research had been forged 
and signatures of co-authors 
such as a head of department 


had also been forged, to give the 
finding s more weight. 

One editor bad told the 
conference how he had reject- 
ed a paper claiming to describe 
a cure for pre-eclampsia, the 
life-threatening condition as- 
sociated with high blood pres- 
sure in pregnant women, which 
be suspected was fraudulent A 
straw poll among the 130 pre- 
sent at the conference showed 
more than half of editors had 
had similar experiences. 

Pressure to publish is in- 
tense because it is the only way 
scientists can gain promotion, 
grants and laboratory space. Dr 
Smith cited the case of Malcolm 
ftarce, the obstetrician struck off 
the medical register in 1995 for 
falsely claiming to have suc- 
cessfully removed an ectopic 
pregnancy and re-implanted the 
foetus in the patient's womb who 
later gave birth loa healthy baby. 

— Jeremy Laurance 


Hopes were rising last night of 
an early settlement of the 
French truckers' dispute. The- 
main federation of haulage em- 
ployers, which walked out of ne- 
gotiations last week, made 
substantial concessions in new 
talks at the transport ministry 
in Paris yesterday. 

Sources within the negotia- 
tions said a settlement was pos- 
sible by early today. The terms 
would have to be put to local 
union branches but the prospect 
of a lengthy strike now ap- 
peared to be receding. 

Marc Blondd, secretary gen- 
eral of the Force Ouvrfere union 
federation, said: “I tilinJrwe are 
on the road to a solution.” ■ 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
trucks all over France remained' 
on the road to nowhere. The 
number of barricades continued 
to increase yesterday, ap- 
proaching 200 by early evening. 1 
For tbe first time, truckers dis- 
rupted traffic in Paris. 

— John Uchfidd, ftrris • 
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ALL YOUR CHARITIES CAN G£T EXTRA 

I've recentiy discovered a new way of giving to charity - new to me, anyway. 
Ft means all the causes you support can have extra money. It's the Chari tyCard. 

v - ffrs* you decide how much you want to give to charity. 

33 7 YOU rov that ninnpv 5r«f.-i /—i . * 



Then 


- i j w W UUU ILV. 

pay that money into your own CharityCard account, 
n the tax man adds more to it. 


b^ ve ’Tjat you've already put in, plus an 
extra *3% to gave away! Now, that's what I call a good idea! 


YOUR PERSONAL CHOKE OF CHARITIES 

^ C wn 9* arityCar d formatting [personal donations over the phone or by 

- — ■ *■* £* —2 

Who you give to how much yoo give and when you do it are ail entirely up to 
you. You can make donations to absolutely any charity you choose, big or amalL 


TO change your mind? 

'SZXSSggSgt yOUr ■“ abOUt 10 Call free now or 




“FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0300 99 33 1 1, DO IT TODAY!’ 


Please send me more information above the ChafftyGanf’"" 

Mf/Mrs/Ms initials 

Surname- 

Address 


•Tel No- 


Postcode- 

Please seiri this completed coupon to; 

CharityCard.'PO Box 1025, Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9GH 
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Why fitness centres can be bad for you 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
b NOVEMBER 1««7 


fitness ^"tres can be 
for your health, says 
a new report. 

Glenda Cooper, Social 
AfFiUr5 Correspondent, 
•nvestigates Consumers' 
Association claims that 
your pockets are not the 
only thing damaged by 
expensive fitness 
centres. 


Leisure is big business these 
days as we all go for “the bum”. 
A study by the Henley Centre 
think-tank predicted last year 
that the £lbn sports services, 
health, fitness and leisure club 
sector will grow by 60 per cent 
over the next five years. 

But the Consumers’ Associ- 
ation claims today that some fit- 
ness centres are not coming up 
to scratch for the amount of 


money that we pay them. Its 
magazine Which? sent two 
under-cover fitness inspectors to 
four private clubs, four public 
leisure centres and two large 
hotels with fitness facilities for 
residents and local members. 

The inspectors asked how 
much classes and membership 
was, noted bow helpful staff 
were, examined the changing 
rooms and checked out the 
range and quality of equip- 
ment Then they took pan in 
one fitness class and a gym 
induction in each centre. 

In their opinion the private 
dubs came out no better ihnn 
the public ones and said that 
improvements could be made at 
all the places they visited. 

Aerobic instruction was 
“poor” they claimed, with sev- 
en out of ten fitness classes 
taught in a “mechanical and 
impersonal manner, with little 
or no contact between the in- 


Now the easy way in 
> for tipplers in a hurry 


Beaujolais nouveau 
tipplers in France are to 
test a new, self-opening 
cork. John Lichfield , in 
Paris, samples the 
infinitely reusable and 
horridly named 
Kwik-Kork, which arrives 
in Britain next year. 


Have you ever been on a pic- 
nic and left the corkscrew at 
home? Have you ever sprained 
your wrist trying to open a 
wine bottle with a miniature 
corkscrew on a pen-knife ? Help 
is on the way. 

The wine house which first 
popularised Beaujolais nou- 
veau will send ripples through 
the world of French wine pro- 
duction when the 1997 version 
arrives two weeks today. Emile 
Chandesais. a major Beaujolais 
producer, will become the first 
European wine house to use 
Kwik-Kork, a self-opening but 
otherwise traditional cork (it is 
mode out of cork) invented in 
Canada eight years ago. 

A plastic piston passes 
through the cork; a plastic ring 
on top operates the piston and 
opens the bottle; it can be 
closed again with the same de- 
vice. The Michel Picard group, 
which owns Emile Chandesais. 
intends to market 600,000 bot- 
tles ibis year. The marketing di- 
rector, Jean-Pierre Durand, 


said; “We want to test the re- 
action in France and make sure 
we have everything just right be- 
fore we sell abroad. We plan to 
send the Kwik-Kork bottles to 
Britain next November” 

Wine-bottles with built-in 
corkscrews have already been 
marketed in Australia and 
South Africa. Mr Durand says 
French producers have been re- 
luctant to take up the invention 
until now, partly through tra- 
ditionalism, partly through a 
fear that any self-opening wine 
would be associated in the pub- 
lic's mind with the kind of flip- 
top, low-rent table wine which 
has been available for years. 

“A traditional cork ... is 
necessary to allow awine to con- 
tinue to mature in the bottle ” 
Mr Durand said. “We are sat- 
isfied ... that bottles with Kwik- 
Korks behave just like ordinary 
bottles.” Michel Picard hopes 
to use self-opening corks with 
other middle-ranking wines 
such as C6te du Rhflne but Mr 
Durand does not imagine we 
will ever see a Kwik-Kork ring 
atop a bottle of Chateau Mou- 
t on -Rothschild. “ ... The best 
wines sell so much on tradition 
that, from a marketing point of 
view, it would not make sense.” 
Mr Durand sees the benefit of 
the smart corks mostly in the 
market for good, medium- 
priced wines; in other words, 
just the kind of wine you might 
take on a picnic while forgetting 
the corkscrew. 
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structor and individual partici- 
pants”. Which? said that some 
instructors did not bother to find 
out whether there were new- 
comers to the class or correct 
the people who were doing 
exercises wrongly. 

An aerobics dass at the 
Sports Connexion Leisure Club 
in Coventry was said to be “po- 
tentially unsafe” because the 
instructor paid little regard to 
the participants’ needs. Mike 
Taylor, director of Sports Con- 
nexion was very disappointed 
with what the Which? inspectors 
bad said. “Id my view this in- 
structor is as safe as you can get. 
He is RSA qualified and teach- 
es around the area. I really don’t 
understand it,” he said. 

Instructors at Mcadowsidc 
Leisure Centre at Burton-oo- 
Trent, and the Spiccball Park 
Sports Centre in Banbury were 
also said to be poor. 

Mark ThomewiU, Meadow- 


side’s leisure contracts manager, 
said: “Ws looked at the report 
and accepted we could improve 
in certain areas. We have intro- 
duced an induction scheme for 
beginners and an independent 
appraisal system for our in- 
struclore which is to be owning,” 

Mark Brcmner, operations 
director of DC Leisure which 
runs Spiccball Park, said that 
while they welcomed any audit 
they had found the report “too 
negative". 

Helen Parker, editor of 
Which?, said: “The poor qual- 
ity of aerobics class teaching we 
found is panicu lady worrying. 
We want to see the keep-fit 
industry doing more to ensure 
that instructors have standard, 
thorough and recognisable 
qualifications.” However, the 
magazine said that its findings 
should not put people off ex- 
ercising, but it urged people to 
choose their centre carefully. 



Going for the burn: 
But some fitness 
cen tr es are not 
giving their 
customers value 
for money, 
according to a new 
report by Which? 
magazine 
Photograph: 

David Rose 


We are the proud 
recipients of 
The UK Quality 
Award for 
Business Excellence, 




! 


(Well occasionally you have to blow your own trumpet ). 


At BT, we constantly strive to provide products 
and solutions of the highest quality to all our 
business customers. And that’s why we’re so proud 
to have won the UK Quality Award for Business 
Excellence. We are delighted to have not only met 
the very high standards required for entry but are 


the first telecoms company to have won. 

We really have Changed The Way We Work for 
the benefit of all our customers, and to find out 
how we can help you deliver the same quality to 
yours. Freefone 0800 800 800 and speak to one of 
our award winners. 
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’s official: size is all down to your genes 


Scientists have uncovered the 
genes which determine the size of 
your extremities - from your 
fingers to your genitalia- and 
others which could decide how 
quickly you appear to age. Charles 
Arthur, Science Editor, explains. 


Jokes about big-footed men casting a 
longer shadow in bed might actually have 
some basis m fact. An international team 
at the University of Geneva in Switzerland, 
and the University of Michigan's Medical 
School has pinpointed the family of genes 
which determine how big your hands, feet, 
and even genitals will be. 

Known as the Hox genes, they seem to 
be the dividing line between us and air most 
distant aquatic ancestors, because it is legs 
and arms which principally distinguish us 
from fish. 

The team found that the embryos of 
genetically-engineered mice which lacked 
particular versions of the dozen or so Hox 
genes developed without digits or penises. 
(The mice died before birth.) That suggests 
that the Hox genes are closely concerned 



lt*s in the genes: The French writer, ‘r ; 
soldier and duellist, Cyrano de - ; - y 

Bergerac's large nose could be - u - 

blamed on his genes j 
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a newly-discovered gene could play a part . 
in how quickly one appears to agei 
' With cosmetic companies frequently 
promising to ‘'slow down the appearance >r» 
of ageing” with expensive oils, the txmeept . 

that such a task could be tackled by genes ^ . 
instead may seem surprising. But the new * . 
gene, dubbed klotho (after one of the Fhtes, 
a Greek goddess who spins the thread of ■> ; * 
life), seems to be involved in a complex -n 
chemical and genetic pathway, which both. ... J :. 
regulates ageing and may influence yoor 
suscept&flity to age-related diseases.' - 7 

Mire with two faul^ cepes of the klotho 

gene grew and aged normally at first, but -v 


s*-- 


ft*** 1 re* iC-*- . 

ad^ r ,lsr---- 


with the development of our extremities. If 
that is the case, then when one extremity, 
modulated by the Hox genes, is large, then 
the others should be too because their de- 
velopment is driven by the same gene. 

But that factor also affects genitalia, for 
the possession of digits and external gen- 


italia are the factors particularly distin- 
guishing land-based animals from aquatic 
ones - suggesting that the Hox genes 
evolved in response to the need to move 
around on dry land. Writing in the science 
journal Nature, the researchers at the 
National Institute of Neuroscience suggest 


that internal fertilisation may have devel- 
oped at the same time, since the terrestri- 
al environment makes external fertilisation 
almost impossible compared to an ocean- 
based one. That .could tie the Hox genes 
for all those extremities together. 

But while the development of those 


genes lies tens of mill ions of years in our 
past, many people are now looking to sci- 
ence to offer hope for the future: specifi- 
cally, to make them live longer, or at least 
help them appear to. Again, mire have had 
to stand in for humans. A Japanese team, 
also reporting in Nature, now reckons that 


emphysema, after about 60 days - one-tenth' \.' r 
the usual lifespan of a laboratory m o use. : 
From the experiments, it seems that the ' • 
klotho gene is most effective as a regjdator" T 
of the normal ageing process, ens u ring -t h at . 

it does not run out of control. V 
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Paedophiles face 
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Jail may become holding 
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Guaranteed 


until April *98 


Paedophiles and sex offenders, 
including people convicted 
abroad, could be banned from 
schools, playgrounds and oth- 
er “risk areas", under pro- 
posals announced yesterday. 

Offenders subject to the 
new exclusion orders will be 
prevented from going to spec- 
ified areas for a minimum of 
five years. Anyone who breaks 
the order faces up to five 
years in jail and/or an unlim- 
ited fine. They can also be 
forced to undergo treatment 

The Home Office propos- 
als are aimed at plugging a le- 
gal loophole and follow 
heightened fears that danger- 
ous paedophiles are able to loi- 
ter in areas dose to children. 

The police wiD apply to civ- 
il courts for the Community 
Protection Orders and will 
have to show that the defen- 
dant was a sex offender and 
currently poses a serious risk 
to the community. The court 
would have to decide whether 
there was sufficient evidence 
“on the balance of probabili- 


ties”. The defendants would, 
■ however, be able to challenge 
the order after five years. 

Courts could not impose 
household curfews, under pro- 
posals by the Home Office 
consultation paper, which will 
seek views until the be ginning 
of December. The order is ex- 
pected to be part of the forth- 
coming Crime and Disorder 
Bill, and the measures would 
dose a loophole in Ibe recently 
introduced Sex Offenders Act 
which requires sex offenders 
released after 1 September 
only to register their names 
and addresses with the police. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, said: “There are a 
number of sex offenders who 
did not have to register under 
the [Act] who remain a risk to 
the community" 

But civil liberties groups 
and lawyers are concerned 
that the measures could lead 
to the harassment of innocent 
people, 

— Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


Plans to convert a jail into a secure holding centre ■ for ; 
asylum seekers and foreigners trying to enter Britain are 
being examined by the bead of the Prison Service. The move 
to transform a former prisoner-of-war camp in Kent comes 
shortly after about 800 Czech and Slovak gypsies entered the 
country via Dover seeking asylum. 

There is growing concern about the use of normal pris- 
ons to house immigrants, who often have to wait many months, 
and in some cases years, for their cases to be resolved. About 
500 detainees are currently housed in this way. Richard Tilt, 
director-general of the Prison Service, is considering converting 
Aldington prison into an immigra tion detainee holding cen- 
tre, in response to recommendations made by Sir David Rams- 
botham, the Chief Inspector of Prisons, in his report on the 
Kent jaiL 

Sir David suggested making Aldington, currently a jail for 
low-security risk inmates, a central holding centre for all im- 
migration detainees held in normal prisons. He said Aldington, 
is “geographically and physically, ideally situated" for this pur- 
pose. The prison is close to the Channel tunnel terminal at 
Ashford and the ports of Dover and Folkestone. 

— Benjamin Todd 


Duped surfers net refunds 


Charities’ rival to the lottery 
to be banned by Home Office 


If you carry over a credit card balance 
each month, you should seriously think 
about applying for a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card. 
Transfer your balance and you'll pay just 
7.9% APR (that's 0.64% a month) on 
what you owe now and on all purchases 
until April *98. 


Thereafter, the rate reverts to 10.9% 
APR variable - currently the UK’s 
lowest standard rate*. On top of this 
there's no annual fee, you can keep your 
existing credit limit and you don’t have 
to bank with us. What's more, the 
phone call Is free and the lines are open 
24 hours. So what are you waiting for? 


vvww.co-op«r3avebank.caLuk 




ftwt racVisa <Jept,The Co-operative Bank pic. FREffOST (TW 1 92). Manchester Ml 9 AZ or phone 080033 99 33 
(24 hours a dan 7 *0* a '"«*)■ Pteass optak 


• It 


. Phone number. 


Credit facilities are subject to status and not available to minors. Wrinan quotations are available on request Information provided win be passed to s erwfa. re fere nce 
agency far credit assessment, a copy of die enquiry may be retained. Payment tas 3* of your outstanding balance each month (minimum f5) or more ^5 r0 ^ l w i£ L Jl __ 
'Co-operative Bank Advantage Visa credn earth at 10.9% APR have no hracrest free period. Barclays Bonk credit or d at 22.9% APR. NitWen credit card ar.21 .9% APK,. 


The Home Office is set to 
quash a plan by some of 
Britain’s leading charities to set 
up a rival national lottery 
scheme run from public hous- 
es. The Pronto Lively lotteiy 
scheme, which is due to launch 
at the end of this month, has the 
backing of 25 charities, includ- 
ing Mencap, The Samaritans 
and ChildLine. and involves 
draws taking place at five- 
minute intervals. 

Last night Lord Man croft, 
the chairman of InterLotto, 
the company behind the plan, 
said the decision to block the 
new lottery could cost charities 
£l00mayear. The Conservative 
peer attended a meeting yes- 
terday with George Howarth, 
the Home Office minister, at 
which he said he was warned the 


scheme could “change the face 
of British pubs entirely”. 

The Dew game, which is due 
to take place at 2,000 outlets 
around Britain, would cost play- 
ers £1 for each draw. The results 
of each draw would be displayed 
on a screen above the bar in 
pubs. Prizes would be small 
compared to the National Lot- 
tery. with a jackpot of £25,000. 

Stephen Lee, director of the 
Institute for Charity Fundrais- 
ing Managers, said he was “ex- 
tremely concerned” by the 
development. 

The Gaming Board had 
raised objections on the basis 
that it was dangerous to mix 
gambling and alcohol. The 
scheme had also been criti- 
cised by Ladbrokes. 

— Ian BurreH 


Thousands of people who ran up huge phone bills earlier this 
year trying to download erotic pictures to their computers will 
get £1.6m in refunds from companies that rerouted their 
Internet connections through the former Soviet republic of 
Moldova. The United States Federal Trade Commission forced 
the payments from a number of US-based companies and 
individuals as part of two settlements. 

Net users were told they needed a software program, pro- 
vided for free, to view sex pictures at an Internet site in east 
Europe. But the program hijacked their computer modem: . 
instead of dialling a local number, the modem was made to 
dial an international number in Moldova, costing up to $2 
per minute. Any browsing the duped surfers did after that 
time also went via the Moldova number - at huge cost. Rough- 
ly 38,000 people were caught by the fraud. The case came to 
the FTC’s attention when the AT&T telephone company work- 
ers noticed an increase in calls to Moldova. 

— Charles Arthur. Science Editor 


Arrested couple win payout 


•*. "i 

A couple arrested and detained by police for four houre on 3 
the way back from a wedding reception, and were later i 
unsuccessfully prosecuted for assaulting officers, have received jj 
£18,000 compensation. West Yorkshire Police agreed to pay.-, a 
Roselyn and Christopher Fontaine, from Bradford, after the 1 
couple - who are black - sued for assault, false imprisonment ^ -4 
and malicious prosecution. A police statement said compen- 3 
sation had been paid without any admission of liability. A state- * X 
ment read out in the High Court at Leeds described how the '■ ?, 
Fontaines had been stopped by police just after midnighrin , j 
September 1994 while returning from a wedding. Later charges.; | 
brought by police were dismissed by Bradford magistrates. ' ] 
Mkhod Streeter. Legal Affairs Correspondent 3 
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How Blair's ear was bent by the king of Formula One 


Formula One racing was 
exempted from a 
tobacco sponsorship ban 
after lobbying by a 
former Labour aide. It 
emerged last night Fran 
Abrams and Katherine Butler 
reveal Tony Blair met 
motor racing officials 
after representations 
from David Ward, an 
adviser to the labour 
leader John Smith until 
his death in 1994, who 
now works for the 
sport’s governing body. 


The Prime Minister had ‘•nu- 
merous" meetings with leading 
Formula One officials, Mr 
Ward said last night. Thcv at- 
tended a Downing Street re- 
ception as well as meeting 
Tessa JnwelJ, the Secretary of 
Stale for Health, and Tony 
Banks, the sports minister. 

Some other sports which 
received less favourable treat- 
ment said that although they 
corresponded with ministers 
about the ban. they only met of- 
ficials. 

Mr Ward left the Labour 
Party to work as a consultant in 
Brussels after Mr Smith's death 
and now works exclusively for 
the Federation Internationale 



Berate Ecclestone and two 
stars of FI - Michael 
Schumacher, left, and 
Eddie Irvine - at the 
German driver's 100th 
grand piix 
Photograph: Allsport 


de T Automobile, which among 
other things acts as a govern- 
ing body for motor sporL He 
said he did not believe he re- 
ceived special treatment, 
though he added that the Gov- 
ernment's decision came in re- 
sponse to a proposal from FLA, 
of which he is European di- 
rector general. 

"Of course it is helpful that 


I know a lot of the individuals, 
but ... the Government said 
when they announced Lhis that 
they wan Led to consult with all 
the relevant parties. We have 
simply taken up the offer. 1 am 
sure a lot of other sporting bod- 
ies have done that. I don't 
think there has been any spe- 
cial favour to me." be said. 

The president of the FIA, 


Max Mosley, has met Mr Blair 
and so has Bemie Eccleston, 
founder of the Formula One 
Constructors' Association. 

A proposal made to minis- 
ters last month by the FLA ar- 
gued that a European ban on 
tobacco sponsorship would sim- 
ply drive Formula One events 
to the Far East - an argument 
which has been accepted by 


ministers. It also adds that the 
body would be happy to help 
cut tobacco sponsorship of For- 
mula One through a voluntary 
scheme. 

Mr Ward pointed out that 
neither he nor his organisation 
received any money from to- 
bacco sponsorship, although 
Formula One events are 
backed by it 


Last night representatives of 
other sports expressed anger at 
the contrast between their 
treatment and that of Formu- 
la One. Robert Holmes, 
spokesman for the British 
Darts Organisation, said he 
believed the motor sport had re- 
ceived preferential treatmenL 
“At the last meeting I attend- 
ed about this the FIA were not 


represented. The other affect- 
ed sports were looking to make 
a united stance on this but we 
were told Lhey were having 
their own meeting,’' he said. 

John Redwood, the Con- 
servatives' Trade and Industry 
spokesman, said: “The Labour 
government has to explain to 
other sports why they weren't 
treated similarly to Formula 


One. It is not the only sport 
which is global 71 

The Government's decision 
lo press for Formula One to be 
left out of a Europe-wide spon- 
sorship and advertising ban 
also angered ELI commission- 
ers, who said the whole exercise 
might be killed off by it. Padraig 
Flynn, the ElTs commissioner 
in charge of health policy, tele- 
phoned Mrs Jowell on Tuesday 
night to protest. “Why not 
snooker, why aot basketball? 
This is nonsensical" said Bar- 
bara Nolan, commission health 
policy spokeswoman. 

But a Downing Street 
spokesman last night said Mr 
Blair had met Mr Mosley and 
Mr Eccleston on 16 October. 
Motor racing provided 50,000 
high-skilled and 150,000 part- 
time jobs and bad an export val- 
ue of £900ra, he added. 

“If we didn't table amend- 
ments to the directive we would 
be in a position where Formu- 
la One, being a global sporL 
would dearly go to Eastern Eu- 
rope or the Far East and would 
be beamed back into Britain 
with more advertising," he said. 


Other sports call 
for exemption too 


There was little attempt by other sporting 
bodies to disguise their contempt for what 
they saw as the preferential treatment 
given to Formula One racing by “Ibny Blair 
and his ministers. The general reaction 
was: If they can have exemption from a 
sponsor-ship ban, why can’t we? 

Sporting organisations dependent on 
tobacco sponsorship said they have for 
years offered successful voluntary 
agreements on the promotion of smoking, 
and will now be pressing ministers to 
retain the status quo. 

Robert Holmes, spokesman for the 
British Darts Organisation, whose sport 
depends on a £1 .5m deal over four years 
for the Embassy World Professional Darts 
Championship and the Embassy’ Gold Cup, 
accused Downing Street of “snobbery" in 
giving concessions to the Formula One 
raring lobby, “ft’s particularly 
disappointing that a Labour government of 
all governments should strangle the life out 
of working-class sports." he said. 

Mr Holmes denied suggestions from 
Downing Street that other sports - 
including darts - bad indicated they could 
find alternative sponsorship. 

— Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs Editor 


Health lobby more 
sorry than angry 


The anti-smoking lobby greeted news of 
the change in government policy more 
with sorrow than outright anger yesterday. 

They recognised that ministers had faced 
a difficult choice, and concentrated much of 
their fire on the tactics of the motor raring 
industry. Their comments were also clearly 
intended to shore up minsters against 
demands from other lobby groups from 
within sport and the tobacco industiy. 

Dr Sandy Macara, chairman of the 
British Medical Association, said there 
had been “blackmail" from the Formula 
One lobby. “Clearly an unholy alliance of 
the tobacco manufacturers and the 
Formula One organisers has put the 
Government in an impossible position." 

The' director of the anti-smoking 
campaign group Ash, Clive Bates, said he 
believed the tobacco industry and FI bad 
“heavied the Government by threatening 
to take events away from Europe”. • 

The disappointment was echoed by 
Stephen Thornton, chief executive 
designate of the NHS Confederation. 

Health authorities, he said, were looking for 
a lead from the Government to help reduce 
smoking-related diseases. 

— Midtael Streeter 
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What can you do about 
the exploitation of 
Third World families? 




6000S °» * 



Cut it out. 


We believe that most British 
people would be horrified at the 
hardship behind many of the goods 
they buy: Wages of less than £3 a day 
are common. 

So we welcome the steps that 
supermarkets have taken to sign up 
to ethical codes of conduct. 

RetfsterBd chatty no 258003 


But now it’s time for supermarkets 
to turn principles agreed on paper 
into practice, with tangible benefits 
for Third World families. 

Shoppers need to know that the 
products they buy meet basic 
minimum standards for all workers, 
wherever they are. 


We're collecting coupons to let 
supermarket directors know how 
strongly their customers feel. 

So make your mark. Send the 
coupon. Or call us on 0345 000 300. 


ChristianffAid 

We believe in life before death 


www.oneMiU^xg/rimstian_rid 
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fun gifts 
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i NEW 


LITTLE TIKES 

Tough me' Tfcpe Recorder 

■ includes singatoog 

■ibuah, cwnpact dwgn- M™ 17W J; 
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BEST EVER 

HRISTMAS 






JT 



2 


!*■ 


.f .« ■ ! 




' r . 


FOOTBALL 

Stsereo Radio 
Cassette 

■ Unique replica of 
•Umbra 1 football. 

■ AM/FMflW tuner. 

■ single cassette deck. 

■ Integral speakers. 
Model AKURAS10 
FOOTBALL. Was £49.99- 
SAVE£2 

CURRYS PRICE 
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COKE CAN 

Mini Portable Radio 
Mkuarture replica Cbia Can 
with earphones. 

Model AKURA. . 

CURRYS PWCE 


COKE CAN Sterna Radta 


NEW RANGES 
FROM ONLY£ 

EASTERNCOOKING 
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GIFT 
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HANDHELD TVs 
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BIG 'N' BOUNCY 

^ — ■■■■■■WW*""* 


CITIZEN 

2.5* Handheld TV 

■ SSan visible screen sire. 

■ Autotune facil ity. 

■Handy and palmsae. 

Model STSS5. Was £6939- 

CURRYS PRICE 


C ^S, 


SNAP UP 
CHRISTMAS 
rmrn 


POLAROID 

■Spice Cam* Instant Camera 

■ Versatile, convenient camera, great 
for group shots and portraits. 
■Includes Spice sdekert and ram. . 
Model SPICE CAM. 
tn-store Price £4*99. - 
SAVE £3 

VOUCHER PUKE 


;20 


tio 


PENTAX 

3Sime Compact 


wr . 








KEN HOM 

5-Piece Wok Set v 

■ irnoMtkkeasy CURRYS PRICE 

care wok. JA WM 

a Indudes spatula, ladle m 

and recipe book. f I f QQ 

■ Available in Green fell 

or Blue. 

COMPLETE BOOK 
OF SPICES 

A comprehensive and practised guide to the 
world's spices phfi CURRYS PRICE 

a selection of the _ 

mast popular spices. JA ^ 




REMINGTON| £ 

Big *n* Bouncy Styler 
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■ 12 Vekro rollers. 

■ 2 brush CURRYS PRICE 
attachments. 

■ Styler vent 


Model BIG ’rr 
BOUNCY 5050. 




CASIO ZJ- Handheld TV 
■ E3cm visible BffiJ “"*”"** 

■ssr M £ 109 js 

bwmyBfa. aiaasi* ***" 

Model TVl 900. 


UJ 


COMPLETE BOOK OF HERBS 

Over i<W enticing redpes curars na 
featuring hwts from around M * 
the wicHiS plu> a selection r IIIQQ 

of the most popular herbs. £ I V.3 J 


MADHUR JAFFREY 

Bald Serving Set ■■■■aJWW PWOl 

aSKrH flfigg 

plates plus redpe ileAua 

booklet. 


REMINGTON 

Duck *n* Dry Halidiyer 

■ 1200 watts hairdryer. QJRRYS PRICE 

■ 2 heat/speed 


Model DUCK *N' DRY. 


CHARLES WORTHINGTON 

aerate Bnuh gBWg anaYS p«ce 

:sr H a * 

Model B4070. Was £12.99. 


HIT THE RIGHT NOTE 
THIS CHRISTMAS 



SANYO Mad Hmdpb n nes 

Available m Red. MfM aamre PWCE 
Blue or Green. |5E353 • P 
Model PH45. B3w3 * f "Iqq 

Was £11.99. HUH ZJJ3 


CASIOma HmybcmnS 

■37 mini toys. BWR amtnnKE 

■ 100 tones. ■nrl HA 

Model SAGS. nil! r \£lnn 

Was £409. IUJ I»Ta7 


USEFUL GIFT IDEAS 


PERSONAL PRESENTS 

iOni* 


CASIO Fu8-Si M Keyboa r d 

■49 futt-sizB keys- gm arftiytE 

■ 100 tones and WH 04 

100 rhythms. PlL] 

■ Demo songs. KBMB aatm 

Model CTK401. Was £99.99. 


PHILIPS 

Cordless Headphones 

■ Volume control. 

■ dear reception. 

Model 360. Was £49.99. 
FREE BBC CDS90 10 RACK 
OfitOME AUDIO TAPES 
Ask for details 
CURRYS PRICE 




IDEAS 

THAT 

STACK 

UP 




o» Keyboard ^ 

1 | nurrm — J 

B 3 £ 84 » M* 



WOODSTACK 

CD TH-Tdwer 

■ Holds 56 CDs. 

■3 double CDs. 

■ Easy assembly. 

Model WDK 17. , 

CURRYS PRICE 
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THE HOWIE KITCHENS 
CALENDAR CUR ^ SPR,CE 

Exclusively designed for Garys, n 
With seasonal reapes. A A 

gardening tips and decorative T .H 

centre pieces. 


WELSH DRESSE R TABLE MATS 
and coasters 

’ Dining set for ac I0I3IUI *IC 
with laminated !■■■ £ I V™ 

wipe dean surface. 


coles mason^ 

{*14.99 

durable acrylic. 1 





BRAUN ▲ 

Mains/Rediargeable Shaver 

■ Unique pivoting twin foU head 

■ Pop-up long hair trimmer. CURRYS PRICE 

■ 5 minute quick charge. 

■ One how full charge for up to 
35 minutes cordless shaving 

Model 5314. 

Was £M59. 




YAMAHA 

Bn Keyboard 

■ Free songboofc and cassette.; 

■ Ideal beginners keyboard. 
Model PSS6C Was £29J9. 

CURRYS PRICE 




flS.99 


BRUNEL Wrath CD Tbwe r 

Simple, compart ■■■ aimrrs wt 
storage for CDs. MMMI A A 
Model 40. £ l/qg 


PARTY FUN 
AND GAMES 


THIS WEEK’S NEW RELEASES ||REM0TE CONTROL] 
IN-STORE NOW 




V-’ 


% 




Wsf’ * . **f 


IlDEALl 

GIFT 


Model 00122. UUWSH1 ilUWBCHItY 


CARMEN Stea m Therap y fadal Sauna 

■ 3 heat settings. a*RW two 

■ D^ltal timer/ Iffi 'jy 

alarm. Bill f /AW 

Model 1573. tWBi 

Was £38.99. LAKGSt STORB omT 


HITACHI MateflfarhargeeWtSim-r 

■ i hour fast charge. ■MMMamRVsrmcE 

■ Strong, thin IXQI Ad 
cobalt coated t °il.l.UU j r 

Model RM27oo. uuaa Etnn 

Was £49JS. 


PHILIPS UdySfajj 

■Can be used wet 
or dry. 

■ Ramovable 
shaving head. 

Model HP6326. Was £3639. 


Shaver 

— cusom pwce 
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Only Currys bring you all this . . 

USk 


SPICE 


GIRLS 


'Spies World* 




NUTTY 


r 
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ONE 4 ALL 

'FootbaO* Remote Control 

■ idNltonhetaotbafi CURRYS PRICE 
mad TV addkL 

■ Operates aH 
brands of TV 
video and ntdlhe. 

Model FOOTBALL 


TV BUGS Remote C ontrol 
Amusing storage )BHB CURKr 
for remotes and 1.UHMI A 
TV guides. lUJ^LJ , 1 

TVTAZalM ■ ' 'BH XI 
available. - 
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Coverplan 


isast T 


oN 


THE 


PEACE OF MIND FOR 
YEARS TO COME 

Up to 5 years export 
service* support when you 
buy a Mor.te rears Coverplan 
Service Aoreement. 

♦ PLUS lUfEREST FREE 
OPTION WHEN PURCHASED 
WITH ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £100. 

Ask in-store for details. 


Many of our ament prices are Ctaiys lowest 

a lowwprfa for the ^ pro duct 


NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY 
7WOTAWEEK 

On over BOO home 
appliances when you 

purchase before 4pm. 

48 hour delivery 
available fat parts of 
Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

You can even choose 
morning or 
afternoon deBvety or 
take It home now. 
Ask In-store for fun 
details. 

SBOOnVE 

modus 


BmANTCRHRT 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit offer irvstora. 
Ask for details. 


AWARD 


DKTORE 




o 


:MOPS: 


For direct, doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 (9am- 
8pm Mon-Fri, 9am- 
5 30 pm Sat 10am- 
5pm Sun). Delivery 
charges from £3.25. 
Pan of DSG Retail Ltd. 


Repairs 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible). 


Available in-store. 


PC 

7DAYSAWHK 

0891 516516 
Calls cost SOp per 
minute. 


1 1 (/ 


For most large Items 
if you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 


On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Soottfch stores). 
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Currys 
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AMU 





EXAMPLE Or 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTiON 
ON SELECTED 
PRODliaS 



EiTHES 12 
r.iONTHS 
INTEREST 
FR=£ OPTION 




For loan values £1000 and over mMmura deposit is 
10%. Subject to status when you open a Cunys 
Premier Advantage Account Written awfit 
quotations ava Bale on request from: Dept IFO/MK, 
Mayfandj Avenue, Hemet Hempstead. Herts W2 7TG. 
(Andkants nust be IB or ow& 21 h Northern ketandj 
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fts big, expensive 
and coming soon to 
a cinema near you 


*niax, the biggest of 
b'g-screen cinema 
fonnats, is about to 
arri ve in Britain’s 
museums and 
municipalities. 

Paul McCann asks why so 
many are planned and 
whether they are 
simply a lottery-funded 
gimmick or the cutting 
edge of entertainment. 

After years as a rather hokey 
novelty for parents to take 
their children to on wet York- 
shire afternoons, Britain has 
gone mad for the Imax cine- 
ma screen. Until now there 
has been only one of the 
huge-formal screens in the 
coumiy, but there are plans 
to open 10 In the next three 
years. 

This week, builders moved 
on to a site in the middle of 
a roundabout at Waterloo, in 
south London, where they will 
construct Europe's largest 
cinema screen, a seven-storey 
Imax for the British Film In- 
stitute. And next month, the 
Trocadero centre, in centra] 
London, will open its new 
Imax - the first since the 
Museum of Film and Pho- 
tography in Bradford opened 
its screen, 14 years ago. 

But London's Imax mania 
does not stop there. The Sci- 
ence Museum is to build an 
Imax that will open in 2000 as 
part of its Wellcome Wing, 
and Warner Brothers p lans an 
Imax as part of its multi- 
screen development inside 
the former Battersea power 
station. 

Outside London, the trend 


for big screens is spreading 
like a rash. Bristol, 
Bournemouth, Birmingham, 
Belfast, Manchester and 
Dublin will all have Imax 
screens by the millenni um 

This is a remarkable turn- 
around for a film format 
which is 25 years old and has 
never really taken off in 
Hollywood. The technology is 
based on a film frame that is 
SO times tugger than a con- 
ventional 33mm frame. This 
gives images a much higher 
resolution and allows the film 
to be shown on screens so big 
that they spread outside the 
audience's field of vision. 

“There has been a com- 
plete dearth of screens and 
now there is an explosion,” 
says a delighted Alison Roden 
of Euromax, the format's 
trade body. “It is being driven 
by two things. In America 
there has been a surge of in- 
terest as multiplex cinema 
operators try to give them- 
selves a unique selling point. 
They can either have better 
popcorn, or they can have an 
Imax. 

“And then the National 
Lottery has had a huge part 
to play, because of the 
amount of money earmarked 
for capital projects." 

But the suspicion shared by 
some that Imax screens are the 
ice-skating rinks and ten-pin 
bowiing alleys of the Nineties: 
unimaginative municipal re- 
generation schemes that are 
destined to be white elephants. 
Ms Roden, naturally, disagrees: 
“The growth is not coming 
from institutions but from com- 
mercial companies. Mare films i 
are being made every year and 
people are making money from 
Imax films.” 



Jon Snow: To viewers he combines ’ gr aev i t a s and a whiff of the anti-establishment* Photograph: PA 


Channel 4 savours 
the viewers’ 
feeling for Snow 


Channel 4 plans to revolutionise In 

its newsroom, but wants to hold 
on to what research Identifies as 
its main asset - Jon Snow. 

Paul McCann, Media Correspondent, 
asks why BritainV most upmarket 
newsreader is so crucial to the 
channel. 


Staff at UN's Channel 4 News were san- 
guine yesterday over the impending 
departure of tbeir editor, Sarah Nathan, and 
plans to let competing producers pitch for 
the programme. 

The only person who is guaranteed a job 
with the news programme when TIN'S con- 
tract ends in June 1999 is the show’s 
anchor of the past eight years, Jon Snow. 

“No one is pretending it is the happi- 
est day in our careers," said one source at 
the programme yesterday. “I for one have 
been examining my contract. Either I'm out 
and we’re all out, or 111 be doing something 
pretty different here in the future." 

But other reporters maintained that 
Channel 4 had put them through periods 
of doubt before. “This time it looks more 
serious, that’s why Sarah's gone - but 
really, who else can do news if not UN?" 
said one reporter. 

While ITN believes a new editor is need- 
ed to try to bold ou to the contract, Chan- 
nel 4 was at pains to emphasise that Snow. 
50, will stay with the award-winning show: 
“We are all fans of Jon here," said a Chan- 
nel 4 insider. “He is part of the future of 
Channel 4 News and anyone who comes for- 
ward with new ideas will have to include 

him- " 

Channel 4 has internal focus group 
research which shows that Snow, the 
cousin of Ibmorrow's World presenter 
Peter Snow, is one of channel’s best-loved 
names. Viewers believe Snow combines 
“gravitas and authority” while carrying a 
“whiff of the anti-establishment” about him. 
according to viewers. 


“Viewers also believe that Snow is a 
reporter himself, getting his own stories, he's 
not just a pretty face " says the Channel 4 
insider. And Snow became Lhe story him- 
self in September, when Buckingham 
Palace went out of its way to rubbish his 
story that The Queen had originally 
opposed any kind of state funeral for Di- 
ana, Princess of Whies. 

Indeed, Snow's anti-establishment ten- 
dencies ore not confined to his lurid ties. 
He was sent down from Liverpool Uni- 
versity for his anti-apartheid activities and 
has set up and run a day centre for home- 
less people. In the Eighties he was carpeted 
by UN bosses for signing a petition in sup- 
port of the striking miners. But Channel 4 
feels his presence can help to maintain con- 
tinuity in what is likely to be a revolution- 
ary shake-up of its news output. 

Beyond concerns about the presentation 
of news, the cb an net's chief executive, 
Michael Jackson, is also interested in new 
views on the philosophy the news pro- 
gramme should hove, and the kind of agen- 
da it should follow. 

He is asking producers to suggest a new 
template for the show, to dispense with the 
structured “package" of filmed report fol- 
lowed by interview and he also wants to see 
how far “off the beaten tract" Channel 4 
should go with its own stories. 

However, sources at Channel 4 dis- 
missed out of hand speculation that the 
planned changes are related to Channel 5 
moving its news to 7pm. 

Mr Jackson is being encouraged to look 
at more than just the form of the pro- 
gramme, but also its structure and organ- 
isation. 

“The idea of one news provider for the 
channel is questionable." said Bernard 
Clark, head of Clark Productions, which 
makes Dispatches. “There are a thousand 
independent producers in the UK, many 
of them run by former editors of Newsnight 
or Panorama, and they could all feed sto- 
ries to one central production crew. It's the 
kind of distinctive and innovative pro- 
gramming Michael Jackson says he wants." 


: . "K. - \ ■ r • f . -• 

: w \\ : 

, - -■ y*. > %'. p 

r V "Jr 4 *; »€ . ' * ' ; 

• ■■*-** 



Of course you're pleased as punch to have got Vbu may think you do, but you don't, 

your mortgage organised. Now you can go You are entitled to buy your life insurance from any 

ahead and buy the flat or house you want, company. In fact, if you shop around, you're likely to 
Your mind is full of things like removals, 
getting the telephone and electricity laid on 
for when you arrive and remembering not 
to pack the kettle and tea bags at the bottom 

of a case. 


ATTER OF PROTECTION 


find that you can save yourself quite a lot of money! 

Check the table to see how much even a small 
monthly saving can add up over the years. 


We won't hold up your mortgage because arranging 
our life insurance is so easy you can probably do it in 
the next ten minutes by-simply picking up the phone. 

Cal) us and see how much a ten minute call could 
save you. 



>u know you have to take out life cover to pay 
^ur mortgage should you die. Everyone does, 
r everything you've been through over the last 
weeks sorting the out is probably not the first 
3 on your mind. Who would blame you for just 
, g out the life cover offered to you by your 

gage lender? 

op. Halt. Whoa. Hold your horses. 

you do this, over the lifetime of your mortgage, 
ay cost you thousands of pounds you needn't 

spent. 


: THAT CAN SAVE THOUSANDS 



Not so cheap, 'cheap' mortgages 


Once you know this, it's easy to see what's been 

~~~~ fart that most mortgage, lenders * subsidising 'low-cost* mortgages! The Virgin Direct 
A little known ratt _ ■ ■ 

their customers didn*t know is this; you Repayment Mortgage Protector is among the cheapest 

WOU ra him wnur life cover from the same life cover on the market We don't employ salesmen or 
don't have to Duy yvu» 

companythatprovidesyourmortgage. PV—mo* 



direct 

persona! financial service 


0345 900 900 


Open seven days a week from 8am to 10pm 


Service Ltd 

is rt-gui.itoc by The Parsons' investment Authority. For your security, all calls :;ro r.;-co 
'Source: Investment Intelligence September 1997 

reed end randomly monitored. 
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Blair says Tories will 
recover — eventually 


Tony Blair yesterday 
warned Labour MPs to 
keep their eye on the 
Tories, but that they 
would remain 
unelectable for so long 
as they were split on 
Europe. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, reports 
on the continuing 
Euro-wars. 


The Prime Minister and 
Wi llia m Hague clashed over Eu- 
rope. the Social Chapter and the 
Amsterdam Treaty during 
Commons questions yesterday, 
after Mr Blair had told the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party that in 
time the Tories would get their 
act together - “But we must 
make it very difficult for them 
to recover." 

He said that for so long as 
Michael Howard and Lord 
Parkinson and others remained 
in such senior positions, it 
would be very hard for Mr 
Hague to portray the Tories as 
a party offering a fresh start. 
"And they will continue to be di- 
vided, which in itself can make 


them unelectable,” Mr Blair 
said. 

With those divisions re- 
maining on open display over 
the new leader's line against the 
single currency, the Shadow 
Cabinet last night agreed to op- 
pose next Tuesday’s Commons 
second reading of the Amster- 
dam Treaty legislation - which 
could also incite pro-European 
Tories to defy their party whip. 

In an evident attempt to 
unite his party yesterday, Mr 
Hague used Commons ques- 
tions to round on the Govern- 
ment for signing up to the 
Social Chapter at Amsterdam. 

The Conservative leader re- 
peatedly attacked Mr Blair for 
s ig ning away British rights to 
block extensions of the Social 
Chapter to small firms. He told 
Mr Blain “The assurances you 
offered businesses about Eu- 
ropean regulation before the 
election are like the assurances 
you gave students and people 
with pension funds - absolute- 
ly worthless.” 

After the issue had been re- 
peatedly raised by a series of 
7ory backbenchers, the Prime 
Minister told Nicholas Winter- 
ton MP: “There are no mea- 


sures in the Social Chapter 
that are going to cause problems 
for British business. It’s just ab- 
solute nonsense. 

“We were told before the 
election that, if Britain signed 
the Social Chapter, 500,000 jobs 
were going to flood out of the 
country. It's all been nonsense. 

“What is important is that we 
are part of the debate in Europe 
and that this country -because 
this is in the interests of busi- 
ness - stands up for British in- 
terests best when it represents 
a positive, constructive, for- 
ward-looking government.” 

He then added, to Labour 
cheers: “If the Conservative 
Parly don’t learn that soon, 
they will spend a long tim * in 
opposition learning it.” 

But there was one good 
piece of news for the Tories yes- 
terday. Following the resigna- 
tions of two pro-Europeans 
from his frontbench team last 
week, another pro-European, 
member of the shadow cabinet. 
Sir Alastair Goodlad, the 
spokesman for international 
development, said be was fully 
behind Mr Hague's policy on 
the single currency. 

Polly Toynbee, page 23 



Short outlines 
ethical aid policy 


Clare Short yesterday 
launched the first White 
paper <Hi overseas aid for 
20 years, pledging no 
more “aid for trade”, 
and a commitment to 
work towards halving 
world poverty by 2015. 
Steve Crowshow looks at 
the rhetoric and reality. 


Labour HP Brian Iddon, dressed as Guy Fawkes, carries out an experiment at the 
Commons yesterday to promote National Chemistry Week Photograph: PA 
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“Wfe can succeed.” Perhaps that 
may prove to be one of themost 
significant phrases in yesterdays 
White Paper -a remarkably up- 
beat statement, in place of the 

downbeat realism that we have 

become accustomed to. 

One obvious change is that 
aid and trade are no longer in- 
extricably linked, as they once 
were. The £73m Aid and Trade 
Provision programme, which 
helped to fund the controver- 
sial Perga u dam project in 
Malaysia, has been axed. 

The ATP supported British 
businesses seeking contracts in 
the developing world, where 
trade was sometimes perceived 
as more important than aid. Six 
Alastair Goodlad, shadow 
spokesman on international de- 
velopment, criticised its abolition 
. saying it “provided important 

projects”. But Ms Short, the Sec- 
retary of State, retorted that he 

should be “ashamed to bring this 

up", arguing that the ATP had 
“brought the akf programme 
into disrepute”. 


Ms Short praised Barone®. - 
Chatter. her predecessor^ . 
the Overseas Development Ad- ; : ; 
ministration (as it then was^bnl , • • | 

noted that the previous; 
enunent bad “cut her ;j 

gramme, and restricted term -;.p. A 
what she wanted to do” . . - V 
The White Paper emphasis-- . 
es that “trade and investment : 
policies form a key part of foe 
Government’s approach 1 todee 
velopment”. Ttade and mvrat y 
m ent are described as “cruoaf, , a* 
to poverty elimination y. 

eluding an emphasis on 
rooting ethical business”. ' - 
The White Paper pledge? 

“start to reverse”. foe . 

UK spending onaid, and “tea£ -• y - 1 
firms" a commitment to ttey y , ; 

j 


lr / 5 , v 


* 


of 0.7 per cent of GNP. ^ ^ 

The response from aid agjfca- '■ ■ 

cies was divided. The 

Development Moveme nt 
plained that the Goverq^gt. 
was “kidding itself” if it tbAjgfo ^ 
that poverty could be balvedtfy ; 
2015. But Dianna Melrose, pci- ; 
icy director of Oxfaxn, saidfoe y 
targets were “good news ier ." 
foe millions of people living m > 
poverty around the wodd” . She 
totted of a “forward-looking, 
strategy” which, "represents a . 

major step forward”. . 

Simon Maxwell of the Over- ... 
seas Development Institute^* " 
think-tank on international tier- 
velopment, argued that the 
White Paper “gets us to the ? 
sta rting gate - foe challenge now - . 

is to run foe race”. - 
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Paisley voters set to test 
Labour’s mettle 


Voters in Paisley South 
go to the polls today in 
the first real test for 
the Government since 
its general election 
victory. Stephen Goodwin 
watched the final day 
of campaigning. 


The “wee boy”, as Paisley 
women of maturer years call 
Labour’s Douglas Alexan- 
der, looked in confident 
mood yesterday as he glad- 
handed shoppers in foe cen- 
tre of Scotland’s largest town. 

And well he might- Voters 
seem to have separated foe 
pristine young candidate 
from the grubby machinations 
of Old Labour in Paisley and 
surrounding Renfrewshire 
and it is too eariy to blame the 
Government for foe town's 
high unemployment 

The Scottish National Par- 
ty needs a swing from Labour 
of 17 per cent to take the seat 
left vacant by the suicide of 
Gordon McMaster in July. 
The figure is no! unprece- 
dented, but the SNP has 
struggled to create any of the 
buzz which presages a by-elcc- 


tion upset A very low turnout 
offers foe SNP its bestchaace. 
Dampweafoer, voter fatigue 
at a third visit to the polls in 
seven months, and disillusion 
with Renfrewshire council, 
could bring the turnout to as 
low as 50 per cent, according 
to one campaigner. 

Most of the stay-al-homes 
will be Labour voters. SNP 
supporters are generally 
more committed and the 
same must be true of most 
Tory and Liberal Democrat 
voters in Paisley. The under 
7,000 “Buddies" who shared 
their votes between the two 
parties last May surely did so 
out of belief rather than any 
expectation of winning 

Alex Salmond, the SNP 
leader, is understood to have 
begun asking searching ques- 
tions of his team as to why the 
campaign did not ignite. 
Unless the voters deliver a 
surprise SNP victory today, 
the inquest could be bitter. 

All the main parties had 
big hitters out for the final 
day - Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Secretary, Mr Salmond, 
Jim W&Uace, president of the 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 
and Peter Lilley, foe shadow 
Chancellor. 


Ban on witness payments 


Payments such as those made by 
newspapers to some witnesses 
in foe Fred West trial will be 
outlawed under a draft Bill to 
be published in this session of 
Parliament, it was confirmed 
yesterday by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Irvine. 

In a report to foe Culture, 
Media and Sport Select Com- 


mittee, which had called for foe 
action. Lord Irvine said foe 
Government would follow the 
draft Bill with legislation “as 
soon as we conveniently can”. 

Five witnesses received 
money to reveal details of the 
notorious killings by West at his 
house in Cromwell Street, 
Gloucester. 
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A vision of the heart of London without traffic 


Traffic is to be restricted 
m London’s two greatest 
-squares, transforming 
them for the benefit of 
pedestrians. 

It is one of the least 
expensive of the capital’s 
millennium projects. It 
could also be the most 
lasting, says Nicholas 
■ Schoon, Environment 
| Correspondent. 


The Government yesterday gave 
, backing to plans to curb traffic 
and boost walking in the most 
visited and most famous part of 
London - Trafalgar and Parlia- 


ment Squares and White hall. 

Members of the public are 
being asked to give their views 
by the end of January, then a fi- 
nal plan will be drawn up and 
an application for National 
Lottery funding made. 

Yesterday, Lord Rothschild, 
chairman of the Heritage Lot- 
tery Rind, said he would be de- 
lighted to help fund the project 
which will cast between £20m 
and £40m. Work could begin 
before 2000. 

With the scheme having won 
such enthusiastic support from 
its inception under the previous 
government, it seems certain to 
go ahead In some form. But 
there are two versions or strate- 
gies, one more radical, awkward 
and expensive than the other, 


and there are strong pressures 
to take the easier option. 

“It's the most exciting pro- 
ject I've seen for a while,” said 
John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, yesterday. It 
would “turn our squares back 
to the people and away from be- 
ing roundabouts”. 

Under both strategies, the 
busy road dividing Trafalgar 
Square from the National 
Gallery would be dosed to all 
traffic and turned into part of 
the square. So would the road 
on the southern side of Parlia- 
ment Square, which cuts it off 
from Westminster Abbey. 

Under the more radical 
Strategy 2, two more rides of 
Trafalgar Square would be 
closed to traffic, apart from bus- 


es and cydes. Furthermore, the 
busy road running past the 
Houses of Parliament, which 
carries all the traffic r unning 
alongside the Thames' north 
bank, would also be shut to traf- 
fic, apart from buses, taxis, cy- 
des and vehides driving to 
Parliament itself]. 

A team of planners, com- 
missioned by the Government 
and Westminster City Council 
and headed by the architect Sir 
Norman Foster, made a detailed 
study of the area Much covers 
about half a square mile. They 
questioned thousands of drivers 
and pedestrians, and even dis- 
creetly trailed tourists struggling 
to walk through the area and 
cross busy roads. The current 
arrangements Treat pedestrians 


like cattle”, said Sir Norman. 

The planners have crane up 
with a mass of further changes 
for the area, including new or 
improved pedestrian crossings, 
extra bus lanes, widened pave- 
ments, and a new cycle route 
along St James’s Park. They 
want many car parking spaces, 
mostly used by civfl servants, to 
be removed, with their place 
taken by open terraces and 
pavement cafes. And they call 
for the public to be allowed to 
walk through some of the 
impressive open spaces sur- 
rounded by government build- 
ings and currently dosed off, 
including a great circle hidden 
within the Treasury. 

The are to mate walk- 
ing safer and easier, and to stop 


the view and atmosphere of fa- 
mo us buildings being destroyed 
by heavy traffic. Parliament 
Square is a Unesco World Her- 
itage Site, along with such mon- 
uments as the Thj Mahal, the 
Great Py ramids and Sto neheny. 

The less radical Strategy 1 
would increase congestion in 
central London slightly. Bus 
journey times across central 
London should be unaffected 
however because, while buses 
will be slowed down by the heav- 
ier traffic away from the 
squares, they will speed up 
□ear to and between them. 

Strategy 2 would cause more 1 
congestion, spreading into sur- 
rounding London boroughs. 
Both Westminster Gty Council 
and London Transport told a 


press conference yesterday that 
they had major reservations 
about the second option. But 
they pointed out that if the Gov- 
ernment took wider measures 
to reduce traffic in central Lon- 
don, then it could work. 

Sir Norman Foster said his 
team had found that one in five 
of the cars passing through the 
two squares and Whitehall had 
no need to be there. “They 
could be the ring roads 
round London, but they’re tak- 
ing a short cut,” he said. 

- Michael Gwilliam, director 
of the Civic Trust, the urban re- 
generation pressure group, said: 
“The Government must back 
Strategy 2, and not shiDy shal- 
ly ... If we can’t curb traffic in 
tiie heart of London, with all of 


its public transport, then where 
can we?” 

The project, entitled Wbrld 
Squares for AIL will take its 
place among several other 
public projects for Loudon 
funded largely by National Lot- 
tery money, from the Mffien- 
nhnn Experience Dome in the 
east to the complete rebuilding 
of Wembley Stadium in the 
west. Along with major new 
public transport systems, such 
as the Jubilee line Tibe ex- 
tension, these structures will 
transform the capitaL 

People can see the plans and 
submit their views at an exhibi- 
tion in the Royal United Services 
Institute, next to the Banquet- 
ing House in WhitehaU, today, 
tomorrow and on Saturday. 
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Killers hack 
their way 
out of prison 


About 150 police wearing flak- 
jackets hunted late yesterday for 
five escaped prisoners, includ- 
ing three murderers serving 
life sentences and described as 
the most dangerous people in 
Australia. 

“We consider these five es- 
capees to be the most danger- 
ous and desperate people on the 
streets of Australia at the mo- 
ment and police are absolute- 
ly petrified and terrified as to 
what they may do to remain at 
large.” a police media 
spokesman, Brian Swift, told a 
news conference. 

The prisoners, said by police 
to be armed, used diamond-en- 
crusted wire to break out of 
Brisbane's maximum-security 
Sir David Longland jail in the 
early hours of yesterday. 

Police used helicopters after 
possible sightings in Brisbane’s 
central business district and 
had earlier warned people in the 
city's outer suburbs to lock 
their houses and cars. 

Using diamond-encrusted 
‘'angel wire" smuggled into 
the jaiL the prisoners cut 
through the bars of their cells, 
then used their bed sheets to 
winch open the bars, said 
prison officials. 

The prisoners then used cell 
chairs to scale a fence crowned 
with two rolls of razor wire. 

After cutting through three 
more security fences, the pris- 
oners reached the jail’s perime- 
ter fence and were thrown 
bolt-cutters by two people out- 
side the jail. 

The accomplices, armed 
with a high-powered rifle, be- 
gan shooting at a guard who was 
chasing the prisoners as the jail's 
alarm began to sound. 


A volley of 10to 12 shots was 
fired, several piercing an ar- 
mour-plated prison van which 
was patrolling the jafl. 

“When the patrol vehicle 
got to within 70 metres [230 
feet] of the perimeter it was 
fired upon and both of its bat- 
teries were destroyed.** said 
the Corrective Services Com- 
mission spokesman, Stan 
Macionis. 

One bullet pierced the un- 
armoured roof of the van but 
the two officers inside were not 
hit. 

The prisoners and two ac- 
complices then ran down a 
road to a waiting car and sped 
off. A police car gave chase, but 
pulled back when fired on. 

The Queensland Police 
Minister, Russell Cooper, has 
ordered all prisoners to be 
locked in their cells pending a 
report on the massive security 
breach. 

“Tbs is the first time we have 
had a concerted external assault 
on a perimeter in such a ruth- 
less and cold, calculated way, r 
said Mr Macionis. 

One of the prisoners, Bren- 
dan Abbott, is nicknamed the 
“Post Card Bandit” for send- 
ing police taunting holiday pic- 
ture postcards of himself 
holding bags of money while on 
the run. 

Abbott, 35, was serving a 
12-year term for bank rob- 
beries. The other prisoners are 
Jason Nixon, 27, serving life for 
murder, Oliver Alincic, 32, serv- 
ing life for murder, Andrew Jef- 
frey, 20, serving life for murder* 
and Peter Sterling, 31, serving 
13 years and seven months for 
deprivation of liberty. 

Reuters- Brisbane 



Under a cloud: A motorcyclist and passenger ducking beneath a fallen electricity pylon after tropical storm Linda hit the Kul Buri district, 143 
miles south-west of Bangkok, in Thailand this week Photograph: AP 


Albright sees deal on keeping US troops Bosnia 


Madeleine Albright, the US Sec- 
retary of State, said yesterday that 
“a consensus is developing” be- 
tween the administration and 
Congress that there should be 
some form of United States mil- 
itary presence in Bosnia once the 
mandate of the Nato-led com- 
mitment expires next June. 

Ms Albright said that her 
conclusion was based on a 
meeting on Tuesday involving 
President Bill Clinton and a 
large group of law-makers. 

Speaking to reporters during 
a photo session with Klaus 


KinkeL, the German Foreign 
Minister, Ms Albright said Mr 
Clinton had not made a derision 
on the issue. But she said there 
is a “dear consensus” for car- 
rying out the terms of the Day- 
ton peace accord. 

She added that there was 
agreement also that the Euro- 
peans maintain some kind of 
military or police functions 
once the Nato mandate ex- 
pires on 30 June. 

The law-makers said, after a 
two-hour meeting at the White 
House, that Mr Clinton ap- 


peared inclined to extend the 
US commitment in Bosnia in a 
yet-to-be defined fashiou. 

Meeting with about 40 mem- 
bers of the House and Senate 
late on Tuesday, the President 
and the Defease Secretary, 
W illiam Cbhen, heard differing 
views about approaches toward 
Bosnia. “But with respect to the 
importance of the US stakes 
and the stability in the region, 
there was a general consensus,” 
Ann Luzatto, a White House 
spokeswoman, said. 

While the Republican-led 


Congress has taken a sceptical 
view of keeping US troops in 
Bosnia, a senior Republican 
senator, John Warner cf Vir- 
ginia, offered strong support for 
die President. 

“It’s very clear if the Unit- 
ed States pulls out, these un- 
fortunate people will be back at 
each others' throats again, and 
we will have lost close to SSbn 
[£5bn] of US taxpayers’ money” 
Mr Warner said as he left the 
White House. “I’ve been com- 
ing here 19 years to these meet- 
ings and there was not really one 


voice of any dissent,” he said. 
“It was constructive: ‘You are 
the commander in chief, we’re 
going to back you, but here are 
our ideas’.” 

Tom Daschle, Senate mi- 
nority leader, immediately sec- 
onded Mr Warner’s remarks. 
“Republicans and Democrats 
alike have indicated they want 
to work with the President to 
construct a strategy that will 
take us beyond June,” he said, 

“...I think we all recognise 
the importance of internation- 
al involvement.” 


Deadline for 
volcano isle 

The new British governor of 
Montserrat gave islanders jn 
four threatened towns until this 
evening to evacuate^ thar 

homes, warning of the b^t 

eruption yeL Anthony Abbott 
said he was determined it 
“should not be allowed to daim 
another life". Nineteen died in 
an eruption earlier this year. . 

The government has said it 
will fine anybody left in the dan- 
ger zone after the deadline but 
some of the 100 residents saj? . 
they are determined to stay,- 
whatever happens. Barely a 
third of the 11,000 inhabitants 

of Montserrat remain on the is- 
land, following the first eruption 
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UN, Iraq talk 


on arms team 

Iraq and the UN held talks an . j 

the dispute over Baghdad's**-- ' ~ j 
der barring Americans from- 
arms inspection teams in Iraq, 2 . : > 
and a UN envoy described the. v; ■ } 

atmosphere as “very nice". . ’ 

The official Iraqi news - 
agency rNA said a second' ''U 
round of discussions had begun-, fjfj. 
but gave no further details. 

Reuters, Baghdad • ! 


Watch that 
space 

A report of a previously tm- . 
known gamma-ray bak) around ‘ 
the Milky Why has puzzled and . 
excited scientists. The finding by 
Nasa's Compton observatory,*- 
satellite that carries a gamma-, 
ray telescope, was presented a(. 
a meeting of the American As- 
tronomical Society. "There is 
nothing out there that should - . 
obviously be making gamma - 
rays,” said Dave Dixon, a re- 
searcher. “Some high-energy . 
process is occurring out there*” 
AP, Estes F ark'Cobrgdo . 
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underground 
leak will soon 
caught in our 
radar trap. 


Stopping leakage is the top priority for us at Thames Water. But finding 


leaks in an area like ours presents enormous difficulties. 


Many of the most serious escapes of water are deep underground where 
nobody can see them, amongst a forest of pipes up to 30 feet below tall 
buildings and busy streets. 

Much of our 20,000 miles of pipe is buried in clay, too, which expands 
and contracts according to the changes in temperature. 


In our £200 million programme to halve leakage within the next three 


years, we’re increasingly using state-of-the-art radar technology. 


Our radar scanning equipment can send a stream of electronic pulses 


through the ground which will not only locate where the pipe is bu 


but the existence of any unusually wet area of soil. 


If a leak is suspected we can use flow meters (which can pick 


up any unusual change in water flow), and correlators (which 
use electronic signals and sound) to further pinpoint the exact 


position. Repair teams can then go in and fix the leak. 


Finding leaks more quickly through advanced technology 


means we can save more water and reduce disruption both to our 


customers and traffic. 


If you’d like to help us by reporting a leak, please 
telephone Thames Water on our free 24-hour Leakline. 


Just call us on 0800 714614. 


aw 


THE INDEPENDENT 


THURSDAY 


6 NOVEMBER 1^7 


14/HOLOCAUST 


How a love letter told story of the murder of a nation 


A seemingly innocuous 
postcard sent by a 
woman in Cracow to 
Romania in 1943 contains 
a secret message written 
in invisible ink describing 
terrible conditions in a 
concentration camp. 
Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem writes about 
who might have sent the 
message and why. 



mm 
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Even at first glance the postcard 
carries with it a sense of men- 
ace. There is the postage stamp 
of the German administration 
in Poland with the eagle and 
swastika. It. in turn, bears a 
stamp commemorating Nazi 
party day in August 1943. It is 
addressed to a Jew in Bucharest 
and there, on the left hand side 
of the card, is the heavy black 
stamp of the Romanian censor. 

The visible message is in- 
nocuous enough. It is from 
Lola Bergman in Krakow, dat- 
ed 20 August 1943, who writes 
in black ink in German; “My 
darling, 1 remember you with 
love. Lola." it is sent to Jacob 
Rosenblum in the Romanian 
capital The only slight sur- 
prise is that at the height of the 
Second World War, when the 
slaughter of European Jews by 
the Nazis was under way, that 


X. v; . 



Visible message reads: “My darting, I remember you 
with love. Lola. 20 August 1943. Krakow” 

The message written in invisible inks 
“DEATH CAMP, THE REST DECEIT. FROM THE 
NIGHT OF THE WITCH-HUNT: HUNGER, 

STARVATION, DOG FOOD OAT PORRIDGE, A 
DOG'S LIFE, AN EPIDEMIC, TORTURE TORTURE 
CHAMBER, DEGRADATION, DISRESPECT VIO- 


r‘- * 
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LENCE, INCITEMENT, TERROR, FRIGHT KILLING 
BY GAS, UPPER COURT (or) 

GALLOWS, MURDER, INCINERATOR, AGONIS- 
ING HELL. CHILDREN OF FOUR AND UNDER. A 
BAND OF THIEVES COLD A DECLARATION CRY- 
ING TO THE HEAVENS THE NEWSPAPER ARRIVED 
I HEARD IT FROM HIM THE HEAT AFFECTED HIM 
A LOT THE WOUND HAS HEALED. 1 WAS VERY 


AFRAID OF HIS ILLNESS. K IS FULFILLING HIS MIS- 
SION WE WILL DO WHAT WE HAVE TO. 

URGENT; SIGNAL PISTOLS, CAMERA, INVISIBLE 
INK. URGENT: AIRBASE, CONTINUOUS LISTEN- 
ING, THE TIME HAS COME 
THE KETTLE HAS BOILED 


OTTO 


the message should be so brief. 
But when the card is rubbed 
with a hot iron the faint brown 
lines of a second and much 
longer message, disjointed but 
frantic, become viable. It de- 
scribes a concentration camp. 
“Death camp, the rest deceit” 
are the opening words. He or 
she speaks of the “incinerator, 
agonising helL children of four 
and under.” After the first line- 


and-a-half the message switch- 
es from cursive to block eapfcafc, 
as if the writer feared the words 
would, not be understood. 
Some, such as “Walpurgisnacht 
- the night of the witch-hont”, 
are cryptic. Others are graph- 
ic, mentioning starvation and 
“oat porridge” and referring to 
an epidemic. The writer speaks 
of torture, terror and “killing by 
gas.” hi a switch of topic, and 


speaking as if the intended 
reader would know those in- 
volved, the writer says some- 
body’s “wound has healed. I was 
very afraid of his Alness.” The 
rest of the message gives the im- 
pression of resistance activity. 
The letter & signed “Otto”. 

It is a unique document, 
given to the International Cen- 
tre of Holocaust Studies at Yad 
Vfcshem, the Holocaust memo- 


rial in Jerusalem, by the daugh- 
ter of Theodore Feldman, who. 
obtained it 20 years ago in 
Bucharest Mr Feldman, a Hun- 
garian Jew who lived in Roma- 
nia before emigrating to Israel 
survived Tberesienstadt, a 
forced-labour camp for Jews in 
Czechoslovakia which the Nazis 
designed -as a “show concen- 
tration camp” which foreign vis- 
itors could visit to counter 


atrority stories. For two months 
Saul Greenstein, an archivist at 
Yad \feshem, has pored over the 
documents, trying to find evi- 
dence for the existence of Lola 
Bergman, Jacob Rosenblum 
and “Otto.” 

Mr Greenstein did find a 
Lola Bergman of Krakow, a Pol- 
ish Jew, mentioned on an age- 
ing card of the International 
Red Cross Tracing Service. 


Born in 1906 she was deported 
to Flaszow camp, near Krakow, 
in 1943, then to Auschwitz and 

finall y £o Belsen. She survived, 
but in the turmoil at the end of 
the war she disappeared. The 
same Red Cross card shows that 
somebody, a friend or a relative, 
looked for her in 1949, but did 
not find her. It is more likely 
that the postcard refers to Plas- 
zow, to which most Krakow 


Jews had been sent in 1943, than.. 

AU TnteWentBy of Otlb, «he os- 
tensaHe author of the message, 
is equally elusive, even sup- 
posing he used his real fim 
nam e. Mr Greenstein, assisted 
by \fegi Zotdan. who is writing 

his PhD on Adolf Eicbmaim, 

believes he might be Otto Haas, 

an Austrian social democrat 

and opponent of the Nazis who 

belonged to a resistance or- 
ganisation based in Vienna. . 

Haas was arrested m 1942 
and executed in Beriin in 1944. 
He was therefore in a position 

to know what was happening in 

the camps. There are two oth- 
er pieces of evidence: his hand 
writing, of which Mr Greenstem 
has several examples, is similar 
to that on the postcard written 
in invisible ink. Secondly, the 
Haas organisation commonly 
placed names and places at the 
end of a message - on all other 
cards they are at the beginning 

_ to indicate a hidden text 
Mr Greenstein says there is 
one simple pointer indicating, 
that Lola Bergman knew her 
letter was to cany a second, se- 
cret text Her message is very 
short All other such cards he 
has examined are crammed 
with information about , the 
fligh t and survival of family 
and friends. Lola's prosaic love 
letter, however, left plenty of 
space for Otto to tell of terri- 
ble experiences and crimes. 
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Victory of a sort for woman 
enslaved in Auschwitz 


THE BIGGEST 
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A Jewish woman forced 
to work in an Auschwitz 
munitions factory during 
the war finally won 
partial compensation 
yesterday from the 
German government. 
The Bonn court’s verdict 
could trigger an 
avalanche of similar 
claims by thousands of 
former Nazi slaves, 
reports Imre Karnes. 


died during the hearing, were 
not entitled to a single pfennig. 
They received compensation 
in the past for the suffering they 
endured and merited no more 
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Fifty-two years after liberation 
from the world's most notorious 
death-camp, and a fleeting five 
years after submitting her legal 
daim, Rywka Merin is to receive 
the reward of her labours. 

By the decision of a German 
court, Germany owes the Israeli 
woman DM15JXX) (£5,350) plus 
interest for five years. It may not 
seem much for assembling 
grenades for the Wehrmacbt 12 
hours every day for three years, 
nor does it compensate for the 
beatings, degradation and 
hunger, but a principle has 
been established: even sLaves are 
entitled to some pay. 

Mrs Merin was one of 22 
women who had been suing die 
German government for five 
years. The court ruled yesterday 
that the other 21. two of whom 


remuneration. 

The women had been “em- 
ployed” by the German com- 
pany Union, which went into 
liquidation in 1994. Union pro- 
vided board and lodging - the 
familiar kind in Auschwitz, in- 
cluding one bowl of watery 
soup a day. One plaintiff told 
the court they were woken at 
3am every day and marched for 
two hoars to the factory. 

The “employees" received 
no payment but the SS was paid 
a daily “hire charge”. The Ger- 
man state had. therefore, ben- 
efited financially from this 
arrangement, said the defence. 
F-stahlishing gain and respon- 
sibility has vexed similar claims 
in the past German companies 
used 12 milli on slaves during the 
war, mostly Jews, concentration- 
camp inmates and citizens of 
occupied countries. Most per- 
ished in the factories, but there 
are a a few survivors. 

Some of the companies that 
grew rich on their toAs, such as 
Krupp, Siemens and Volkswa- 
gen, made voluntary payments 
to the victims but survivors’ 
groups say they tended to be de- 
risory. Until yesterdays verdict, 
no one had sued successfully for 
compensation. 


The German government, 
on the other hand, has paid 
DMIQObn since the war to 
groups representing Holocaust 
survivors. Jews in the US, West- 
ern Europe and Israel have 
collected one-off payments and 
pensions. East European Jews 
missed out, until Communists, 
homosexuals, Gypsies and oth- 
er minorities. 

Mrs Merin had not been 
paid because she only emigrat- 
ed from Poland to Israel in 1969, 
by which time compensation for 
Israelis had been settled. 

“Many people are still wait- 
ing,” said judge Heinz Son- 
nenberger as he read out 
yesterday’s verdict. Among 
these are an estimated 30,000 
former Nazi slaves who have 
been banging on closed doors 
all these years. “Basically, 
some people wfll have a right to 
compensation now,” said the 
women's representative, Baron 
Klaus von Munchhausen. “I 
imagine some of them would 
stand a good chance.” But the 
baron, who has twice been 
sacked from the civil service for 
helping enemies of the German 
state, was outraged by the de- 
rision to deny the other women. 
“All foreign slave-labourers 
have a right to remuneration tor 
wages, and we don't agree that 
the court can exclude these 
claims," he fumed, dismissing 
Mrs Merin 's reward as a “tip”. 
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Republicans win the election issues 



Headline news: Rudolph Giuliani holding a copy of the New York Post declaring his re-election as the city’s mayor 


^shington - Results of 
Tuesday’s state and local 
elections were hailed by 
the Republican Party 
yesterday as a significant 
victor]/ and a happy 
precursor of next year’s 
mid<em, Congressional 
elections. A closer look 
the results suggests, 
however, that party 
political considerations 
were not at the forefront 
of \oters* intentions, as 
May DejevsJcy explains. 


Or the face of it, Tuesday was 
an excellent night for the Re- 
piohcan Party. They won both 
th: state governor posts thai 
woe being contested, in Vir- 
giua and New Jersey, and in 
Vrginia look all three top state 
psts for the first time: gover- 
ns, lieutenant governor and at- 
traey general. 

Rudolph Giuliani was re- 
ercted mayor of New York 
Cty, with a double-figure ma- 
jcity - much increased from his 
3 per cent victory four years 
ao, and Republican mayors 
sew he re retained their posts. 

The Republicans also kept 
asily the one Congressional 
:at on offer - the New York 
sat vacated by Susan Molinari 
ho defected from the House 
f Representatives to become 
television talk-show host and 
spend more time with her 
unity’’. The chairman of the 
Republican National Commit- 
ee, Jim Nicholson, who was in 
/irginia to support the victori- 
es candidate for governor, 
Tim Gilmore, said that the Vir- 
ginia campaign could provide a 
nodel for next year’s Congres- 
rional election campaign. 

The night was hardly the dis- 
aster for the Democrats that 


these results suggest, however. 
They lost in New York to an in- 
cum bant mayor who had been 
attracted support across the 
party divide for restoring safe- 
ty to a city that was regarded be- 
fore his election as dangerous 
and in irreversible decline. The 
extent to which Mr Giuliani was 
seen as first as saviour of New 
York and only second as a Re- 
publican was illustrated by the 
fact that he had a support 
group of “Democrats for Giu- 
liani” and - according to exit 


polls - received 70 per cent of 
the traditionally Democrat New 
York Jewish vote, agains t his 
Jewish Democrat challenger. 
Yesterday, Mr Giuliani inti- 
mated that he would not rule 
out using his success as a spring- 
board for higher office. 

Both the biggest “victory" 
and the biggest disappointment 
for the Democrats was the race 
for governor in New Jersey, 
where the present governor, 
Christine Tbdd Whitman, only 
just fought off the challenge 


from Jim McGreevey, a local 
Democrat. Ms Whitman, a 
prominent Republican some- 
times fancied as a presidential 
candidate in 2000, retained her 
post by only 1 per cent. 

The forces at work in this 
election, however, were re- 
markably similar to those at 
work in Virginia. Mr Mc- 
Greevey trumped Ms Whitman 
on the vety polity, a tradition- 
ally Republican one, that had 
brought her a surprise victory 
four years before - cutting tax- 


es. And be almost succeeded. 

In New Jersey, a state - like 
Virginia - with large numbers 
of suburban commuters, Mr 
McGreevey attacked Ms Whit- 
man for allowing local proper- 
ty taxes to be tbe highest in the 
country and for not curbing in- 
creases in car insurance rates - 
also the highest in the country. 
Even though die governor has 
no direct authority over either 
property taxes Ms Whitman 
was thrown on to tbe defensive. 

In Virginia the Republicans 


Photograph: Mike Segars/Reuters 

pledged to abolish the hated 
state property tax on cars - and 
won on this one issue. A ma- 
jority of traditional Democrat 
voters who actually voted De- 
mocrat on Tuesday, said that 
their top priority was education 
spending and standards. About 
one-third of Democrats, how- 
ever, said that for them the car 
tax was the priority issue, and 
they had voted Republican. As 
one commentator said, the mes- 
sage from both states seemed to 
be: “Don't mess with our cars." 


Texans back policy 
of affirmative action 


Voters in the north-western 
state of Oregon decided by a 
large majority to retain a 
law permitting terminally ill 
patients to end their lives, re- 
inforcing a provision ap- 
proved three years ago but 
never implemented. In Hous- 
ton in Tern, voters decided 
by a slightly slimmer major- 
ity not to end the 13-y ear-old 
policy of affirmative action. 

Both these referendums - 
two of 43 state and local is- 
sue ballots held in different 
parts of the United States 
along with Tuesday’s elections 
- had been closely watched 
because of Lbeir wider im- 
plications. At least nine oth- 
er states are considering the 
introduction of “assisted sui- 
cide" laws, while the Hous- 
ton vote on affirmative action 
was seen as a last opportunity 
for supporters of affirmative 
action to stall a growing back- 
lash against the policy that 
favours women and ethnic 
minority candidates for pub- 
lic service jobs and grants. 

Last year, Californians 
had voted by a large major- 
ity to end the state's affir - 
mati ve action policy, and the 
Supreme Court this week al- 
lowed that decision to stand. 
At federal level the courts are 
expected to end affirmative 


action as a national policy, de- 
spite President Bill Clinton's 
strong support for it. 

Although Houston was 
only tbe second area (after 
California) to voLe on affir- 
mative action, it was also 
seen as a last bastion of that 
policy. If a city with a non- 
white majority - approxi- 
mately 36 per cent Hispanic, 
22 per cent black and 6 per 
cent Asian - voted to abol- 
ish racial preferences, it was 
argued, there was almost no 
chance of affirmative action 
surviving anywhere else in the 
longer term. 

The outgoing mayor of 
Houston, Bob Lanier, who 
had campaigned tirelessly 
for its retention, said of the 
54 to 46 per cent vole: “1 
think this is a decent city with 
decent instincts ... if tbe city 
perceives a position as being 
racist, it wifi lose." 

The vote in Oregon, 
which went 60-40 per cent in 
favour of keeping a regulat- 
ed form of euthanasia, 
showed a bigger majority 
than the 51-49 per cent re- 
sult three years ago. The 
pro-euthanasia position won, 
despite a fierce opposition 
campaign spearheaded by 
the Catholic church. 

— Mary Dejevsky 


CLINTON COMES TO AID OF WORKERS 


President Clinton yesterday outlined a plan to help American work- 
ers displaced by overseas competition in his bid to win congres- 
sional approval of expanded trade negotiating power. 

Mr Chiton said he wanted to provide S750m in additional fund- 
ing to retrain dislocated workers in answer to Democratic con- 
cerns that new trade deals could lead US companies to relocate 
abroad to take advantage of cheap labour. “We must greatly ex- 
pand our efforts to help workers who lose their job because of 
technology or trade or other economic changes," Mr Clinton said 
“We will not create or save jobs in the short run or the long run 
by refusing to open markets to our products." 
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TOP B RAND MULTIMED IA PC 

with MMX™ technology 



olivetH MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel 200MHz Pentium processor wttti MMX™ 
technology 

• 16Mb RAM • 256Kb cache memory 

• 2.1Gb had dtek drive • 16 speed CD ROM drive 

• 30 graphics accelerator with 2Mb RAM 

• 33.6 fax/modem 



£ 100 


.15" monitor 
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Canon COLOUR BUBBLEJET PRINTER 

• Up to 4.5 pages per minute • 720 x 360 dpi print quality 

• 100 page sheet feeder • Automatic power off function 

• Includes colour 
cartridge 

Model BJC4300 


■eder • Automatic power on function 
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EPSON COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Prints up to 6 pages per minute • 1440 x 720 dpi print 
quality • Advmced dual ink cartridge system 

• PhotoReal colour priming as standard 

Model STYLUS 600 1 - j yfj Tpj B S l 

was £269.99 ' 1 ™ 1 ™ 

previously £289.99 
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fj£| HEWLETT* COLOUR INKJET PRINTER WITH 
wccM PACKARD PHOTO READER 

• Up to 5 pages per minute • 600 x 600 dpi print quality 

• 100 page sheet feeder • Includes Easy Photo Reader - 

scan and edit your own photos 

• Includes image 
editing software 
Model DESKJET 680C+ 
was £25959 
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Kremlin palace guards at war after 
Yeltsin ditches his election financier 


Boris Yeltsin has fired a 
leading member of the 
small dan of immensely 
w eal thy businessmen 
dose to the Kremlin. As 
PhH Reeves reports, there 
is now a split among his 
most powerful 
supporters. So far, it only 
involves words - but 
sticks and stones could 
follow. 

After months of rumblings, 
tension within the Kremlin 
erupted into full view yesterday 
when Boris Yeltsin fired one of 
the tycoons who helped secure 
his re-election. Boris Bere- 
zovsky, one of a handful of 
Russian financiers who joined 
forces to bankroll Mr Yeltsin's 


campaign tast year, was dis- 
missed as deputy secretary of 
tiie Security Council, producing 
a rift in the ruling 61ite sur- 
rounding the President. 

His demise was a result of a 
conflict with Russia’s two pow- 
erful deputy prime ministers, 
who spearheaded the troubled 
transition to Western-style eco- 
nomics, Anatoly Chubais and 
Boris Nemtsov. Hours after 

Mr Berezovsky’s dismissal, flew 
between the opposing camps. 
Mr Berezovsky accused the two 
ministers of “constantly trying 
to steer” ORE one of Russia’s 
leading television channels 
which, though formally state- 
owned, he controls. 

He also implied Mr Yeltsin 
had been bamboozled into fir- 
ing him, remarks which, despite 
Mr Yeltsin’s return to health, 
echo last year’s allegations that 


be is out of touch. He told Echo 
Mosfcvi radio station that the sit- 
uation Is "what we have been 
fighting against - one in which 
an official may enter the Pres- 
ident’s office and have any de- 
cree signed.” 

' Mr Berezovsky’s media sta- 
ble iocludes several other lead- 
ing publications - notably, the 
newspaper Nezavisimaya Gaze- 
ftzand tiie respected magazine 
Ogemyuk - which secern likely to 
form the vanguardtm a dam- 
aging media war between pro- 
Yeltsin factions. Mr Nemtsov 
applauded the f jrf n g as "ab- 
solutely right”, saymgMr Bere- 
zovsky had sought to combine 


ness activities. * 

From the moment he en- 
tered government, Mr Bere- 
zovsky was the source of 
co n troveny. However, although 


his job was widely perceived as 
a reward from Mr Yeltsin for his 
support last year, he is credit- 
ed with furthering the peace 
deal in Chechnya. 

While in government, he 
to have suspended his 
business activities but tensions 
surfaced earlier this year when 
he lost out in a bid for a stake 
in the state telecommunica- 
tions monopoly Svyazinvest - 
which went to a consortium 
which included the- interna- 
tional financier George SOTOS. 
His outrage was duty reflected 
in the coverage given to the is- 
sue by his media outlets. 

The issue now iswhetber he 
will turn bis considerable me- 
dia fire-power against the Pres- 
ident Yesterday Mr Berezovsky 
indicated the opposite, saying 
there was no alternative to Mr 
Yeltsin. 
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Blair reaches] 

for the sky a: 

French arriv 


President Chirac and 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin arrive tonight for 
the latest Anglo-French 
summit. As Rupert Cornwell 
and John LidifieW explain, 
the omens are set for a 
friendly meeting. But 
striking French truckers 
and the planned single 
European currency could 
yet spoil the show 


Almost as important as the 
contents of the summit perhaps 
are its setting and trappings, 
picked by the Government to 
project a new-model Britain un- 
der new-model Labour. 

Canary Wharf is an emblem 
of the revived Doddands district 

of east London. Interior d6cor 
on its hitherto unoccupied 38th 
floor, where tomorrow’s talks 
will be held, comes courtesy of 
Terence Conran, while the 
wind-up lunch will be prepared 
by a trendy young British chef, 
Anton Esodera, of the Mid- 
summer House restaurant in 
London. 

Before comes the serious dis- 
cussion, complicated by the 
dictates of cohabitation. Mr 
Blair will have 75-minute ses- 
sions with the GauQisi president 
and his Socialist prime minister, 
and a mere IS minutes a trois. 
Truckers permitting, Europe 
looks set to be the main item on 
the diplomatic menu. 

Mr Chirac arrives 24 hours 
after meeting Chancellor Hel- 
mut KohL His aim here will 
largely be to defuse hostility to 
plans, largely French-inspired, 
for a Euro-council of single-cur- 
rency countries, which London 
fears would exclude non-EMU 
members like Britain from Eu- 
rope’s key economic and mon- 
etary policymaking forum. 

But be and Mr Jospin will 
say it will be in Britain’s Inter- 
est if sterling is merged into the 
Euro in due course, as Messrs 
Blair and Brown seem to intend. 
France believes the new body 
will enable a measure of polit- 
ical and democratic manage- 
ment for the Euro-zone, to 


offset the technocratic powe 
of an independent, undecw 
European Central Bank. 

Mr Blair will be probii 
French intentions for the ban 
after Mr Chirac and Mr Jospi 
made their proposal this wee 
of a French candidate, Jea 
Claude THchet, Governor of th 
Rank of France, as its head. ! 
throws into doubt prospects c 
the former Dutch central-ban 
governor Wim Duisenbetg, am 
has caused consternation ii 
Bonn, a strong supporter of M 
Duisenberg, and in the Hague 
France is also not convinced o: 
the merits of a German sug^ 
gestion that Britain should b<j 
given a seat on the bank’s six 
man board, even though it is 
outside EMU. 

The summit will come' 
giftwrapped with bilateral 
agreements: an Internet link be- 
tween French and British 
schools, Franoo-British co-op- 
eration on recruitment tech- 
niques for a volunteer mflitaiy 
to which France is converting 
and an announcement that a 
children’s’ garden wfll be laid 
out in Paris, named in honour 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

But there are potential areas 
of trouble, most obviously the 
truckers’ strike. Neither side 
wants it to dominate proceed- 
ings, certainly not the French 
Socialist government, which 
does do not want to venture 
into the citadel of New Labour 
half-paralysed by an Old 
Labour industrial dispute. 

But if it is not settled by 
evening , there will be no av 
Leg the topic. And whate 
happens, British officials say 
Blair win raise the matter o' 
paid compensation for 
curred by British hauliers 
similar disruption in 199f 

On Iraq, London and 
are united on insisting Uj 
Nations arms inspectors n 
allowed to woik unhin 
But Britain will be wai 
any hint of backsliding 
French, given the absten 
France, Russia and Chi 
UN sanctions resolution 
month, which gave 
Saddam Hussein the openibgto 1 
cause trouble now. 


the' 


lent:- 


Bardot has the last word 


A French court yesterday ordered Brigitte Bardot's former 1 
band and his publisher to pay her 50,000 francs (£5300) in < 
ages for having invaded her privacy in a kiss-and-tell I 
the court threw out the actress's request to seize copies of h 
Chart ier’s book My Answer to BB, published by Michel 
which tells his side of their three-year marriage that ei 
divorce in 1962. They had one child, Nicolas, who joined ' 
Mr Charrier in successfully suing Ms Bardot, for invading 1 
privacy in her best-selling memoirs. Initiates BB. — Aff 
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Lenin’s bewildered heirs contemplate a lost kingdom 


The 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, 80 
years old this week, produced the 
worid*s largest political machine, a 
sinister apparatus whose tentacles 
stretched into almost every 
crevice of the Soviet Empire and 
beyond. But what does it mean to 
belong to the Communist Party 
today’s Russia? PhH Reeves reports 
from Moscow. 


in 
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sky a< 
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The grandson of Molotov, Stalin’s sidekick 
whose signature sent thousands to their 

? an . ! S ai rcraember bow the old man 
would justify his career. “He would say. 
Well, when we took over power, the coun- 
was wearing lapki - shoes woven from 
Dane, And when I went out of power we had 
launched Sputnik and had nuclear missiles. 
Now that’s not a bad job, is it?’” 

Vyacheslav Nikonov - a 4I-year-old po- 
litical consultant in Moscow, who shares his 


grandfather's fire r name but not his poli- 
tics, says Molotov ^rePTPtlM manu «_*** 


about his life. Bui “in general he 


* regretted many things” 


unwittingly brought about its collapse, 
party membership was an essential re- 
quirement for the ambitious, be they 
teachers, industrialists, policemen or 
bureaucrats. Now that has all changed. 

This week, on Tuesday evening, in a 
packed hall in Moscow, 2,000 bald or grey- 
ing heads gazed up at the stage, where an 
orchestra and choir were assembled be- 
neath a 15ft banner of Lenin. The musi- 
cians launched into the hymn of (he 
proletariat, “LJnleraationaie”, the open- 
ing number in a concert to mark the 80lh 
anniversary of the October Revolution. 
Soon the audience was singing along to 
Russian patriotic songs and ancient hits 
from Soviet films. 

There were speeches about Soviet tri- 
umphs in space, and other glories from the 
past. But, above all, ibis was a gathering 
of elderly people who - bewildered by the 
new. dangerous and valueless Russia - 
wanted to scuttle dewy-eyed back to the 
golden era of the Second World War. With- 
out the emblems, you could hove been in 
the British Legion. Yet this gathering also 
represented the foot soldiers of contem- 


thought he was doing the right 
stuff” , having thrust the Soviet 
Union into the 20th century and 
saved it from the Nazis. His 
grandfather does not appear to 
, .have been unduly haunted by 
^the fact that, according ro one 

■ of Stalin’s biographers, Robert 

Conquest, this included coun- 
tersigning 3,167 death sentences 
in one day - 12 December 1937 
- before going to the cinema. 

“He felt that the Terror was 
a necessary part of the prepa- 
ration for World War Two. Stal- 
in, expecting a big war, was just 
preventing society from internal 
splits. At the same time he 
thought there were mistakes. 

Too many people suffered 
through false allegations." Thus 
were Lenin’s tactics of terror ad- 
ministered, underpinning both 
Stalin's dictatorship and reinforcing the vast 
apparatus that supported it. 



1917: Conscripts for the Red Army, forged during the 
Bolshevik Revolution, being examined by medical staff 


^ During Molotov’s career - which began 


a Bolshevik revolutionary under Tsar 
Nicholas I! and ended in 1986, and included 
three years as Foreign Minister of the So- 
viet Union - the Communist Parly and to- 
talitarianism became one and the same. 

Run by a privileged elite, and reinforced 
by a terrifying security service, it ruthless- 
ly monopolised the Soviet Union’s wealth, 
its political power, its speech, even its his- 
tory. Then, and until Mikhail Gorbachev 


poraiy Russian communism. Banned by 
Boris Yeltsin after the failed coup of Au- 
gust 1991. they returned to politics sever- 
al years ago, bereft of many former leaders 
who deftly reinvented themselves as the new 
ruling flite and nomenklatura capitalists. But 
they operate in a nation with little appetite 
for party membership, where they seem 
destined to be denied real power. 

The statistics are deceptively flattering. 
There are now nine Communist organisa- 
tions in Russia, embracing a spectrum of 
views from social democracy to Slavic na- 


tionalism, orthodox Mandsra, and Stalinism. 
By Jar the largest is the 500,000-Siung Com- 
munist Party of the Russian Federation, led 
by the uninspiring Gennady Zyuganov. Its 
powerbase tics in the State Duma (parlia- 
ment) which, with the help of nationalist and 
radical left forces, it controls. But the 
Duma is weak, and so is Mr Zyuganov. Faced 
with being marginal feed, he conducts an un- 
ending balancing act be tween the right and 
left - tiyiigj to retain influence on the Krem- 
lin fay quietly working with the Yeltsin ad- 
ministration, while keeping the left from 
defecting by decrying Yeltsin’s rule as crim- 
inal. Part-Communist, part- Russian na- 
tionalist, he doggedly woos the Orthodox 
Church - sacrilege for those purists who 
believe in the atheist state. 

The results of these politics are so un- 
convincing that his Central Committee has 
split asunder. One committee member. 
Thtyana Astrakhankina - infuriated by 
the leadership's recent decision to aban- 
don a motion of “no confidence" in the 
Yeltsin government-accused them of “only 
pretending” to be in opposition. And yet, 
no obvious replacement to Mr Zyuganov 
is in view. 

Nor docs he have many op- 
tions. The Communists have 
very little chance of taking con- 
trol of the key institution in 
the country, the hugely power- 
ful office of presidency. 

The Communist electorate is 
elderly and rural, largely com- 
prising the milt inns of Russians 
who have gained nothing from 
the reforms, but have lost the se- 
curity of welfare and the guar- 
anteed (if meaningless) jobs 
for life provided by the Soviet 
Union. This core electorate is 
showing every symptom of be- 
ing frozen around or below the 
30 milli on mark. In the second 
round of the presidential elec- 
tion last year, it hit the top of its 
range, with jnst over 40 per cent 
of the vote, some 13 per cent less 
than Boris Yeltsin. Under Rus- 
sia’s electoral system, the president is 
elected in a second round from the top two 
candidates from the first. As they appear 
incapable of ever mustering half the 
electorate (unless turnout collapses), the 
Communists stand no chance of winning. 

Tbtnorrow, the C ommunis ts and their 
allies will unfurl their red flags and parade 
in honour of the Revolution. There will be 
plenty of sound and fury, plenty of wish- 
ful thinking about forcing through real po- 
litical change. But it will signify, if not 



nothing, then very little. 


1997, and one thing at least is unchanged: Recruits in the post-Soviet army at the ablutions Photograph: Obshchaya Gazeta 
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Vodafone shops make choosing the 
right mobile phone easy. 
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At Scottish Widows we offer low start 
pensions. And when your income starts 
picking up and you can afford more, you can 
pay more. Better still, when you do pay more 
you know that... 


Pensions 


to cope 



with life’s ups and 



downs. 


. ..if your circumstances take a knock, you 
can reduce what you pay in'! You can take 
a payment holiday, penalty free. And if 
you need to transfer your fund, there are 
no penalties* whatever. Fairer all round? 


S COTTIS H WIDOWS 

looking good for your pension. 


IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW MORE, TALK TO 
YOUR INDEPENDENT FIN ANCIAL ADVISER. 


’A Marta Level Adjustment may apply ^ 
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Gifted pupils 
could be 
taught in 
masterclasses 


Gifted primary school 
children could be taught 
in masterclasses as part 
of an expanded 
programme of specialist 
schools announced 
yesterday. Judith Judd, 
Education Editor, 
reports on a 
controversial scheme 
designed to modernise 
comprehensives. 


Comprehensive school cam- 
paigners accused ministers of 
introducing selection by the 
hack door with their proposals 
to increase the number of 
specialist schools from 258 to 
300. 

About 10 per cent of children 
for the schools specialising in 
technology, sport, music or arts 
will be selected on aptitude. 

Specialist schools were set up 
by the last government to offer 
parents more choice. Minis- 
ters say that their scheme is dif- 


ferent because specialist schools 
will have to share their fedbties 
with neighbouring schools. 

They argue that these 
schools, coupled with plans to 
send very bright primacy chil- 
dren for lessons in secondary 
schools, are a way of modern- 
ising comprehensives and of 
keeping middle-class pupils in 
state schools, especially in the 
inner-cities. 

Masterclasses for primary 
pupils in specialist schools will 
begin next September. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education and 
Employment, told the Tech- 
nology Colleges Trust last night- 
“Specialist schools are at the 
heart of my vision - and that of 
the new government - of an 
education system where edu- 
cation caters for the individual 
strengths of children rather 
than assuming a bland sameness 
for all. Some people were sur- 
prised that the Government 
wanted to continue the special- 
ist schools programme. wel- 
comed this great opportunity to 
further the causes of school ira- 



Masterdass Year II GCSE pupils at Chestnut Grove School m BaJham, south London, working on 3 -dimensional models Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


provement and school diversity. 

“Comprehensive education 
must modernise. It cannot for- 
ever be stuck in the past - what 
some might see as a Sixties time 
warp. High and improving stan- 
dards, setting by subject ability 
and Ibe ability to foster specialist 
talents must all be part of the 
way forward.” ' 


A secondary school must 
raise £100,000 sponsorship from 
private sources if it wishes to ap- 
ply for specialist status. Suc- 
cessful schools receive a capital 
grant of £100,000 and £100 per 
pupS per annum for three years. 

The Campaign for the Ad- 
vancement of State Education, 
the parents* pressure group for 


comprehensives, produced a 
letter from Estelle Morris, the 
schools minister, admitting that 
there was no published re- 
search showing that specialist 
schools raised standards. 

Margaret TkiUoch, of the 
campaign, said: "We support the 
Government's principle that 
no unfair privileges should be 


attached to a particular category 
of schools. Tb adhere to this 
principle there must be no se- 
lection. 

“Ministers don’t realise the 
extent to which if they call one 
school specialist the others be- 
come less special, ft will be very 
difficult to make schools share 
resources.” 


Nigel de Gructay. the general 
secretary of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
‘ said: “This has to be a return to 
selection. 

“What is now called bland 
sameness a couple of decades 
ago used to be called equality 
of opportunity." 


Teachers needlessly strangling themselves with red tape 


Schools are making work 
for themselves by over- 
reacting to government 
initiatives. That is the 
message expected from 
a report by the 
consultants Coopers & 

Ly brand. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, 
reports on a row about 
bureaucracy. 


Ministers have delayed publi- 
cation of the report on red tape 
in schools after a teachers' 
union objected to its draft 
conclusions. 

Nigel de Gmcby. general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said changes were needed in the 
laws which had imposed new 
duties on teachers. 

Initial findings by Coopers & 


Lybrand show that many new 
demands on teachers since the 
1970s have not been matched by 
opportunities to take time out 
of the classroom. They also re- 
veal “major questions about 
the management and organisa- 
tion of schools”. 

These include unnecessary 
meetings organised by heads 
and senior teachers, duplication 
of policies on subjects such as 
homework, with each depart- 


ment insisting on its own poli- 
cy. despite the existence of a 
school policy, and needless 
recording of details of pupils' 
achievement. In addition, 
preparation for inspections is 
sometimes over-elaborate, the 
report, which is still being writ- 
ten. is expected to say. 

Mr de Gruchy accused the 
Government of trying to bury 
the findings. The working 
groups draft report had tried to 
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gloss over its findings about 
school management to avoid of- 
fending head teachers. 

“The problem is not limited 
to bead teachers. Many class- 
roomteachers have been forced 
into positions of over-reacting 
to the pressures generated by 
the reforms of recent years. 

‘The two fundamental prob- 
lems are the prescription from 
national level flowing from all 
the reforms and the reaction of 


Interest Free 


management in schools. If the 
working group is not prepared 
to face these problems, then no 
resolution is in sighL" 

He said the group had been 
frustrated by the Government's 
insistence that it must work 
within the existing statutory 
framework. Meanwhile, pro- 
posed targets for schools and lo- 
cal authorities would impose 
more burdens on members. 

* Sources at the Department 


for Education said that Estelle 
Morris, the schools minister, 
wanted further discussions with 
teachers’ leaders. “The minis- 
ter is concerned to make sure 
that there is a substantial out- 
come which achieves the in- 
tended objectives and produces 
genuine gains for teachers." 

The working group was set 
up by David Blunkett, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, to 
improve relations with teachers. 


Colleges 

still 

facing 

cuts 


Government advisers on 
higher education yesterday 
promised support for^th e 
special character of Oxford 
and Cambridge univerei- 
tiesbuileftopenthewayfor 
cuts in funding. 

The board of the High- 
er Education Funding 
Council met to consider a 
request from the Govern- 
ment for advice on whether 
they should retain college 
fees worth £35m a year. 

The fee money is paid era 
top of the general universi- 
ty grant to help fund tutors 
and libraries in individual 
colleges. 

Sir Ron Dearing's review 
of higher education in the 
s umm er proposed a review 
of college fees. Ministers are 
known to be unhappy with 
the idea that Oxbridge 
should have more privi- 
leges than universities with 
more poorer students. 

FUnding Council mem- 
bers are keeping their advice 
to minsters confidential but 
a statement after the meet- 
ing said that they had “con- 
sidered a number of options 
from maintaining the pre- 
sent system to replacing col- 
lege fee income with grant 
to the universities”. 

If the Government 
chose an option which led 
to a cut in funding for the 
two universities, the coun- 
cil would “want to avoid 
damage to the quality of col- 
lege teaching and research”. | 

The council would not 
elaborate on the statement 
last night. 

Hie council announced 
that it wants to introduce a 
new premium for high qual- 
ity teaching which would 
benefit Oxbridge and oth- 
er universities. 

: — Judith Judd 
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{Even in Bath the millennium builds a he®# 




A brilliant scheme for a 
jnmv bath house should 
^ot only restore Britain’s 
j mo *t famous spa but 
ar rays Non* Nksemnd, 
provide a modem 
building worthy of its 
instting. 

Path is to have a new bath- 
rf the Maironium Com- 
mission gives its councfl £6^m 

tfo develop the blue-plaque city 

■as a spa town again 

Bath has Britain’s only nat- 
urally occurring hot springs 
and the architect Nicholas 
frnnshawbasdesigaedai bufld- 
ang that uses the heat from the 

hot springs to heat it, as well as- 

the pools and a Bath stone 
building behind a glass facade. 
Steaming away tike its inhabi- 
tants, this facade will look like 
the opening to Phantom of the 
Opera with diy ice swirling in 
tmst Si 


#oman 

m 


sandwiched in the glass facade 

will cany thermal water from 
the earth’s core to heat the 
..haildmg fa winter and with 
-fijpenting, cool it in summer. 
’ The way he has used water and 

steam as an integral part of t he 
building illustrates Grimshaw's 
eco-tech approach to architec- 
ture. In the scorching summer 
of 1992 in Sevile he m»H<» the 
British pavilion the coolest 
glass box with a fountain down 
the facade. 

u Ifs a great opportunity to 
reunite Bath with its waters,” 
said the architect, who proposes 
to connect the new Spa complex 
to the Roman baths with a won- 
der wall of steam from the end 
of Bath Street along the centre 
of the colonnaded Bath Street 
to terminate at the Cross Bath, 
Restored as a working spa. 

** The wonder wall will link 
four historic listed buildings, the 
Cross Bath, the Hot Bath, the 
Pump Room and No7 Bath 
Street. And to build the new spa 
die Beau Street baths will be 
knocked down. An historic 
bunding in a World Heritage 
site, these municipal baths, 
built in the 1920s are no great 
loss. .They have an acceptable 
stone elevation with a pediment 
at Beau Street, but ugfy angled 
steel trusses, roof lined with as- 
bestos. Besides, they had be- 
come rather “seedy" as Paul 
Simon, project manager for 
the Bath council, described 
them. 

“Bath is renowned as a city 
of wonderful architecture but 
there’s not one decent example 
of 20th-century architecture. 
This buflding by Grirashaw will 
be our last opportunity.” 

Using water and light, glass 
Wf and stone, the new Spa bufld- 
, mg will offer treatment rooms, 
hot baths and jacuzzis, as well 
as three swimming pools, avail- 
able at special discounted rates 
for local residents. Sensitive to 
its historic site, proportions of 
the new budding totally mirror 
the square plan and inner sanc- 
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Water world: Computer generated images of the planned bath-house -which will have swimming pools, J acuzzi s and 
treatment rooms. The bath stone building wiB have a glass facade vAich will hold hundreds of fine glass pipes to 
carry the. thermal waters. The waters will be used to heat the building in winter and cool it in summer. 


turn of the John Wood's Hot 
Bath, built in 1787. Paul $unon 
says that more than 300,000 
Britons visit spas In Europe 
each year. So Both council fe de- 
termined to use its greatest nat- 
ural resource, the million and 
a quarter litres of water aiavf 
ing daily in three springs at a 
temperature of 43C to 47C -/ 
The heat of the water in the spa 
will take care of all the energy 
needs. The pungent, sulphuric 
natural water will have die 
iron and sulphur filtered oat, by 
a process which uses no dhtaa- 
icals,to stop it staining die 
Hmestone orange, not because 


bathers mind holding their 
noses when taking the plunge. 

Spas have fallen from fash- 
ion so much that some spa 
towns capped off their natural 
resource. Leamington built a li- 
brary over its spa, and Buxton 
a'foopping centre. Bath’s spa 
. town image had fallen from its 
jane AustenfashioaabiEty and 
patronage from royalty. Now 
me other 91a towns sit getting 
' Steamed opoverthis mfflenni- 
Tfin bid: Buxton, Cheltenham 
and Harrogate have written 
letters of support. Cfaariy the 
venture, if it fe succesfiil, could 
stf atrend-Batwhenctoesaspa 


become a health hydro, or 
worse a leisure centre? Bath 
council which wfll lease for 25 
years the operation of the spa 
to .a Dutch company called 
Thermoiyae, is keen to promote 
the healing powers of taking the 
waters, along with aromather- 
apy, massage and watsu - the 
shiatsu method of working out 
in water. 

“Leisure centre, yes, but 
wateiwodd with wave machines 
and so on, definitely not,” Mr 
Simon said. 

“No shrieking -and yetting. 
More like flotation tanks in the 
knowledge that waters helps 


stresses, backs, skin ailments.” 

So how do yon prevent it 
getting like Lourdes? 

“Qoss Bath is the sacred pa- 
gan shrine of the Celts, one that 
the Romans dedicated, and 
there are those - myself in- 
cluded -who believe that it is. 
a spiritual place wi thin the 
space. AT present it is enclosed 
by a semi-derelict Georgian 
stone wall and glimpsed 
through a metal grille in the 
wall It is atmospheric and 
moving. That will be left for 
people to make the pilgrimage 
to those waters,” Mr Simon 
said. Then there are rooms for 
serious medical treatment, 
from straightforward physio- 
therapy to acupuncture and 
hydrotherapy. • 

Throughout the research of 

the project, Bath council in- 
volved a disabled access lobby 
group in Bath which was given 
a grant separately fb pay for its 
own architectural consultant 
to advise on die lifts, ramps and 
hydraulic platforms foe pool ar- 
eas. And Mr Simon hiked 
across France and. Germany, 
Spain and Hungary to discov- 
er just why Continental em- 
ployees build into workers' 
contracts sabbaticals at a health 
hydro every few years. 

Unlike so many projects 


tumbling from the drawing 
boards of architects around 
foe country to get foe last lot- 
tery money from foe Millenni- 
um C ommissi on, this project 
has been ingeniously worked 
through both in style and con- 
tent. As foe Ovefogp engineer 
Alistair Guthrie says “Nick 
Grimshaw has made a real ef- 
fort to integrate new technol- 
ogy and new ideas within foe 
context of Bath-There is a cer- 
tain sense of old set against the 
new - Bath stone buildings 
against foe glass b uildings flow 
from one to the other”. Equal- 
ly important, Bath Spa ad- 
dresses the way in which all 
these Millennium-funded pro- 
jects wiD be judged in the next 
century - by projected atten- 
dance figures. 

Bath is already foe fourth 
biggest tourist attraction in 
Britain, after London, Edin- 
burgh, and York. The council is 
determined to make the most : 
of this position with foe 18th- 
century, small aod intimate 
spaces enhanced by foe big 
bold Grimshaw complex that 
wijl run as a viable commercial 
venture. In order to qualify for 1 
Mife nnnm Cta nnnfea bn fiwirf - | 
ing, a scheme must look back j 
oyer foe last two millennia and | 
forward to foe new one. 
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A tiny apartnront whkb uses 

nw technology to utilise 

small spaces has been _ 

shortage# for a major prffe- 
Nonie Nfesewond explores 
revolutionary rooftop 


limestone floor* warm PfV along 
with foe water. This is smart anfoi- 1 
tecture. and behind smart architec- 


ture mere s . 

Mark Guard, foe designer of tins 
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in three mtewxranecting boa^v 
Panels that slide or pivot can mahe- 
. three rooms or open out into opM- 
pian. Between foe-kitdien and die 
baforoom is anelectKH*rotoieclear 
. j. .uTrJ, hirncnnsniie when 


glass doorwhicn turns opaque 
^dosed (an electrical impulse ac- 
tivates the coaling). This kind of re- 
sponsive glass gives privacy without 

cutting light from the core. ; ■_ 
By cinding itout as lire wmuer of 
the RIBA housing award, to be 


^XHtlfctedwithsaofoerDmiamgsiur 
the Stiriiog pnze Utter this month, ^ the 
.-nctfaite s making a point about bous- 


herituteJsmaKKigapoiuLaw^^— 

esofthe future. It uses the new tech- 
nology to. make the most of smafl 


spaces and shows how to pack in a 
tot of ideas within a fewcubic metres. 

Behind sdiding doors which are 
hingedtolbldbackfla^arethreedis- 
tinct areas for sleeping, bathing and 
cooking combined with living (dou- 
bling as a guest room with a sofa bed 
. huiden in a stretch limp .of a white 
sofa). AS the essentials qf inodanfiv- 

iag are here and neaifycociceded: TV, 

. . washing machine, fridges, ajid_ 
, wardtobes n *tfy conceaicdjt use^ 
:'fime^e,^andwop#tora*hn- 
-■ pie sfrueturalformality^tbout sac- 
, .rifidng, cd^fort The deeping area 

and the batbrng area are at the fur- 
foest end o£the rectangular apart- 
. . mead, s^scrated by sKdiog.screens. . 
“We needed to plan it to kcep the 
frill .visual dimensio ns of foe eUVO- 
- tope” said Marie Guard who added 
that foebrief was complicated bythe 
efr'ent wanting his friends and fami-, 
fy to have kanewberc to sleep. So be, 
devised the open plan to haveprivate . 
partitioning when needed, , 

Thc cxteripr is a bit Blodenomer, 
criss-crossed with walkways on fee 
yoofr It used to be the janitor's irt 
on top of an eight-5torey Art Deco 
budding in foe 5th arront^tneatt, . 
reached by taking a lift ride tgfoe top ^ 
floor. The from doer opens ra^^isi 
concerting^ on to foe rodfi i^fher 
than into an ^jartment, ibr-a 
among foe dtimney pots to this ^tr 
tie glass fronted house facing 
among the satellite dfahes. • .V./ 

Mark Guard opened np the 
ofthedomesoftbef^ntheouand\hl 




Vision of the future: The dc c t r o -chitomic dear gjass door between 
the kitchen and bathroom turns opaque when It is dosed. The 
apartment (above left) is on the top off an eight-storey fcufldlng 


de Grase, the cathedral that is now 
a military hospitaL Then he extend- 
ed the limestone floor from within on 
to a terrace for al fresco summer din- 
ing. 

• The original was a veiy dilapidated 
cement structure with algae in the in- 
terior so it had to be rebuilt and fit- 
ted for a price of £118,400. Mark 
Guard found it cheaper to buy 


French limestone slabs for foe floors 
m Britain and to ship them to P&ris 
where everything costs more., lie’s 
hesitant about calling Mmsclfa min-, 
imaiist because he doesn’t like the 
“sms” in architecture. Hie insists that 
bis work is not about reduction, but 
more about addition a5.be .adds lay- 
ers of function within, foe existing 
space. .- 
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Mark Ravenhill, the gay 
playwright famous for 
'Shopping and Fucking 1 
wrote the third series of 
This Life 1 . When it was 
cancelled there were 
dark rumours that it was 
his fault. Not so, he tells 
David Benedict. 


“When I first started, people 
didn't care when I mentioned 
that 1 wasn't using any of the old 
characters,” says Mark Raven- 
hill, the writer entrusted with 
creating a third scries of This 
Life. “Bui in the end it reached 
the point where if I said 'Anna's 
not going to be in it’, entire 
rooms would go silent. It was 
extraordinary. People would 
come up lo me and say threat- 
eningly. ‘I hear you're gping to 
get rid of Miles...' It’s so iron- 
ic. T m going to be more pub- 
licly lambasted, ridiculed and 
attacked for dropping a char- 
acter called Miles from a soap 
than I am for putting rimming 
and buggery on the West End 
stage." 

And lambasted he certain- 
ly has heen. As rumours of the 
demise of 77rts Life grew, and 
turned into ‘‘fact", fingers were 
pointed in several directions. 
Who had brought about this 
television catastrophe? More 
fingers pointed at Ravenhill 
than at anyone else. He was 
tried hv the media and found 
guilty without hitherto saying a 
word in his own defence. Mark 
Ravenhill had lolled off This 
Life by writing a story line that 
was too gay. Shopped it and 
fucked it so to speak. 

The (ruth, according to 
Ravenhill, is less dramatic and 
m< ire complies ted and focuses 
not upon him and homosexu- 
ality. but on Tony Garnett, the 
6 i -year old producer, a radical 
since the Sixties who fell out of 
love with the programme. 
Why? Because all the experi- 
mental reasons for its exis- 
tence had gone. 

Gayncss, as Ravenhill points 
out. certainly was not the prob- 
lem. The first two series had a 
dramatically high sex count 
and from the very beginning the 
programme quickly established 
itself as gay cult viewing. This 
was. after all. late-night BBC! 

When Warren, one of the 
original characters left the 
show, the gay quotient was 
continued by the complicated 
shenanigans of the bisexual 
despatch-rider Fcrdy - who 
proved so popular that he is 
now emblazoned upon the 
poster for the current London 
stage version of Jesus Christ 
Superstar . 



At last! Exclusive! What really killed off 
‘This Life*. By the writer many blame 


“I looked at the first two se- 
ries," says Ravenhill, “and said 
to the producers, “well, I think 
you’ve done gay men pretty 
thoroughly. It would almost be 
nice not to have any for a 
whileM was asked to be the lead 
writer, which meant writing 
'the bible' [the outline for the 
new, thirteen-episode series 
which Garnett's company want- 
ed lo commission] and the key 
episodes. 

“I put a couple of subsidiary 
gay characters in my bible, and 
a big lesbian storyline which 
hotted up as the series went on. 


but there was less male sexual- 
ity than before. 

“At that time, the second se- 
ries had just started, but it 
wasn’t anything like the cult it 
became by the end." . 

When Ravenhill met Gar- 
uett,whose track record in- 
cludes such groundbreaking, 
influential works as Cathy Come 
Home and Kes, he was suitably 
impressed. “He’s an extraordi- 
nary man. He’s got real in- 
tegrity, real standards. He can 
be a bit of a difficult old bug- 
ger but it's always built around 
trying to do the right thing.” 


Ravenhill duly accepted the 
commission but realised that he 
was in difficult territory: the 
BBC wanted the third series to 
be very much like the second, 
but Garnett was not exactly 
wedded to that idea. 

Although much of the recent 
gossip was about which of the 
cast would return, they had al- 
ready all been killed off. “Tony 
always liked new stuff. I think 
he saw it as the fringe theatre 
of TV. He always wanted new 
actors, new writers, new direc- 
tors... it was like a training 
ground. Having regulars wasn't 


in the spirit of the original con- 
ception.” 

Ravenhill even removed the 
whole idea of lawyers from the 
equation. He was much more 
interested in the difficulties of 
a fresh group of twentysome- 
things sharing a house and try- 
ing to deal with the fact that 
although they are old friends, 
they now have vastly differing 
incomes. 

Much of the blame for the 
This Life “tragedy" was dumped 
on the shoulders of Mark 
Thompson, controller of BBC2 
-who is said to have delayed too 


long and thus lost the cast to 
other projects - but Ravenhill 
is swift to defend him. “He was 
accused of dithering but I think 
that was very unfair.” 

So what did happen in the 
end? “Tbny called me and said: 
‘You’re going to hate me for 
this, but I’m not going to make 
a third series and you'll proba- 
bly not want to talk to me for 
a while, but if you ever have an 
idea for the future, come to me.’ 
And that was that.” 

Ravenhill bears Garnett no 
ill-will whatsoever, which might 
seem surprising, except when 


you consider that be has been 
paid to undertake a masterclass 
in writing drama for television, 
something most young writers 
would gladly gpve their eye-teeth 
for. 

Garnett is notoriously wary 
of the press and b as remained 
silent but for the brief press re- 
lease in which he stressed the 
excellence of RavenhiU's work 
and the friendliness of the re- 
lationship between his own 
production company and the 
BBC. As far as he's concerned, 
“in the end. I decided it was 
time to move on”. 


Should I tell my friend the bad news about her new lover? 


Thfa Life’ fo hi* fa*™* 5 ? 

to a point. Mark Ravonhill 
says it was not gay sex that 
lolled off Britain* favourite 
small-screen eo-habitee* 

Photograph: Adrian Dennis 
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Bans may have wanted to fol- 
low the fallout from the gracC . 
some marital finale of series^ '* 
two, but Garnett quit while he 
was ahead He didn't want to re- 
peat the fomruia- several of the 
cast were unavailable anyway - 
and the risks in a “new im- 
proved” version were very high. 

He had, it should be recalled, 
been on simflariydangerora ter- 
ritory before. 

It was Garnett who made the 
excellent police investigation se- 
ries Between the Lines. At the 
end of series two, the plot ex- 
ploded. leaving the third series 
as a pale imitation of its ratings- 
grabbing predecessors. There 
was a distinct danger that his- 
tory might repeat itself! With 
the BBC hungry for more work 
from the company, mature re- 
flection would suggest cutting 
This Life off in its prune may 
have been the smartest of 
moves. 
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VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 



DILEMMAS 


Iris’s best friend slept 
with a new man when 
they were drunk. Now 
she* excited, almost 
preparing for marriage. 
But Iris has heard that 
he* told a friend it was all 
very funny, and he was 
dragged to bed by her. 
Should she tell her friend? 
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Isn't it interesting to see what happens after a 
one-night stand? He brags to his mates that it 
was nothing- be was dragged to bed by a beau- 
tiful woman and bey. what a stud he is and yet 
what a nightmare it all was; she. on the other 
hand, justifies it by practically setting a mar- 
riage date with wedding bells pealing over the 
countryside. 

What is Iris’s role in ail this? For she, too, 
has a part in the drama. Is it a kind of aggres- 
sion that makes her want to reveal to her friend 
a confidence that will hurt her desperately, and 
sabotage any relationship the two lovers might 
have in the future? Or is It a weird kind of de- 
sire for absolution, a belief that honesty is the 
best policy, however cruel? 

Some people can keep secrets. They are the 
better type of person, those who realise that 
their knowledge has the potential to hurt The 
others are those within whom secrets itch to 
get out, within whom secrets fee! like a burp 
or a fart, pa inful blobs of poison gas that need 
release. The truth is that the man might just 
have been boasting ; and her friend might just 
have been fan I arising. There is always a chance 
that they may have the opportunity of a real 
relationship together. And if Iris is so keen on 
telling the truth, then shouldn't she, logically, 
tell the man, too, about the feet that her best 
friend has been fantasising about marriage? 
That would put the cat among the pigeons. 

Secrets are very hard to bear. They fester 
within us, longing for an outlet. Gossip is a use- 

NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


You’D think this a triv- 
ial problem, but last 
week 2 had beautiful 
Jong hair and I went to 
the hairdresser ask- 
ing for a trim and he 
persuaded me to have 
it all cut off in a new. 
Short style. Since then 
I have been beside 
myself with unhappi- 


ness. I cry every time 
I look in the mirror. 
People say it will grow 
again, but it could 
lake months or even 
years. I can't bear the 
idea of wearing a wig. 
I just don't look like 
me any more. But 1 
can’t understand why 
i am so depressed. I 


f 
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have even feh suicidal, 
though I would never 
go ahead with it. 

Sam 


Letters are welcome, 
and everyone who has 
a suggestion quoted mB 
be sent a bouquet from 
Intcrflora Send com- 
ments to me at the Fea- 


tures Department, "The 
Independent \ l Cana- 
da Square, Canary 
Wharf. London E14 
5DL (fax 0171-293 
2182), to arrive by next 
Tuesday morning. And 
if you have a dilemma 
that you would like to 
share, please let me 
know. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


fuJ way of discharging the burden of secrets 
without actually telling the protagonists m a sit- 
uation that you know about them. By telling 
her friend directly that her one-night stand has 
been behaving badly, at least in conversation. 
Iris risks losing the friendship. It is the bear- 
er of the bad news, after all, who frequently is 
put to the sword, not the perpetrator of the a cl 

She should ask herself which is more 
painful: losing a friendship, or keeping the 
secret? Keeping a secret is often agonising, but 
it is often the right and moral thing to do, for 
in the long run you find that the secrets are dis- 
tortions of the truth, and it’s only later that you 
are delighted to find they have no foundation. 

I recently had a “frank and truthful” letter 
from a friend, about a situation in which I had 
not acquitted myself too well, that hurt me enor- 
mously. Had she never written, the problem 
would have sorted itself out satisfactorily. No 
more would have been said; time and general 
goodwill would have sorted il out Sie described 
the letter as a method of “lancing the boil”, but 
the very fact that she had written a letter cre- 
ated another boil. Those who al tempt to me- 
diate by telling the troth, in other words, often 
get killed or punished in the telling. 

If I were Iris,, I would not attempt to inter- 
fere in something that is none of my business 
anyway. She is a confidante, a friend, not a spy. 
And if she is a true friend she must bear the 
burden of confidence she has been given, and 
do her best to erase it from her mind. 


Who are you to know best? 
I haven't heard of such a large 
assumption since the Virgin 
Mary. What do you mean, you 
have heard he thought it was 
funny? Who arc you to know 
that he has just used her? 

If you were in court your 
deductions would be laughed 
aL Leave them alone - don’t 
listen to second-hand gossip, 
don’t think that the Chinese 
whispers yuu have heard reflect 
his feelings, and certainly don’t 
tell anyone who might be hurt 
by it. 

Toby Butler 
Hampton Court 
Surrey 


Just be a good friend 
The role of a best friend, in 
offering insight into a new guy, 
changes as Lhe relationship de- 
velops. If he fails to ring at an 
early stage, there are so many 
passible reasons, ranging from 
the Jack of interest that you sus- 
pect in this man, to the genuine 
affection but reluctance to start 
a new relationship that might 
be seen in a decent bloke who’s 
just emeiged from another re- 
lationship. 

At this initial stage, your 
friend would gain nothing from 
being told the brutal truth of 
the former, when a gentler let- 
down would be to believe the 
latter. Obviously, if your friend 
dates this guy for some time 
and he’s behaving like a rat. 
then you would be bound 
through loyalty to tell her what 
you suspect about him. 

I’m always slightly sus- 
picious of “best friends” who 





seem to take great glee in 
telling you how indifferent a guy 
is; it smacks of envy and spite. 
Are you sure you're not feeling 
slightly piqued at being usurped 
in her affections by this new 
guy? 

In any case, even if your mo- 
tives are pure protectiveness, 
you can’t believe everything you 
hear; lads by definition lad 
about with their laddy mates, 
and it may be that this guy re- 
ally does Jike your friend, but 
has been boasting. I would 
keep quiet for the momenL but 
if the phone remains silent, be 
there with a box of tissues, a 
bottle of wine and a copy of 
Bridget Jones’s Diary. 

Leyla Sami 
Glasgow 


You might go off him ...” 

Then, if it all fa i l s apart, as 
you fear, she can turn to you, 
her best friend, for support and 
commiseration that“he wasn’t 
worth it", and, “you’ll find a 
much better fellow who’ll see 
what a lovely gjri you are”, etc. 

What, she wants is your 
friendship at this time - not a 
kick in the teeth. 

Katherine Whittle 

Bolton 

Lancashire 


Don’t make judgements 
No - absolutely not; you would 
be making judgements about 
the actions of two consenting 
adults, and you would be col- 
luding in hearsay. Even if the 
conversation between the two 
men has been repeated verba- 
tim, it may in itself have been 
an exaggeration. 

Allow free access of com- 
munication between the two 
parties. Your friendship will 
best be served by lending an ear 
when asked. 

M Leishman 
London I V4 


Your role is to be a support 
No, no - please don't tell her. 
But listen with interest and 
pteasure to her dreams - per- 
haps with a casual “Well, it may 
be a bit early to make plans. 


Irises friend roust take the 

consequences of her actions 

I think adults are better off 
when they take responsibility 
for their own lives. 

I know this can be hard, i#L< 

it can lead to learning and 
growth. 

One difficulty is. chat Iris 
cannot be sure of the facts. 
Hearsay can be misleading, 
and contuse the issue. 0n an 
adult level, I think that Iris 
needs to take a step back and 
not get involved (unless invited 
by her friend). 

If Iris s information is cor- 
rect, her best friend has a 
Shock in store. However, it 

^, h< L r 5 ead * s choice to' do 
what she did, and her decision 

^ ct ^y she has. frSs 

friend wfll be stronger for bear- 
ingthe full consequences of her 

35 £5?? painfw *■"* 
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Harold Plenderleith 


Harold lames Plenderleith, 
co wervatorj bom 
5 0 ** b ™ , « e ’ ^warfcshire 19 
Se »* te,nb «’ 1898; MC 1918- 
AsMtant Keeper, British * 
Museum 1927-3®, Deputy 
Keeper 1933-49; Keeper/ 
R **** Pch Laboratory 1949-59- 

member. Honorary Soentific' 
Advisory Committee, 

National Gallery 1935-81 
Chairman 1944-58; Profiler 

ZZZS££~r 

International Centre for the 
Stud Y of Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural 
^*P«rty 1959-71 (Emeritus); 

1959; President; 
Internationa] Institute for the 
Conservation of Museum 
.Objects 1965-68; FBA 1973- 
married 1926 Elizabeth 
Smjrth (died 1982), 1988 
Margaret MacLennan (nee 
McLeod : one stepson, three 
stepdaughters); died 
Inverness 2 November 1997 . 


Harold Plenderleith was Keep- 
er of the British Museum Re- 
search Laboratory from 1949 to 
1959. and first director of the 
International Centre for the 
7f Study of the Preservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Prop- 
erty in Rome (now known as 
Iccrom) from 1959 to 1971. 

He had been recruited in 
1924 by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search to work, under the di- 
rection of Alexander Scott 
FRS, in a small laboratory es- 
tablished five years previously 
at the British Museum to in- 
vestigate the causes of the 
deterioration of certain types 
of museum objects during 
wartime storage in under- 
ground railway tunnels. 

In the 1920s he was in- 
. volved with Howard Carter on 
(nt the scientific analysis of finds 
from the tomb of Tu tankhaim m 
and in the 1920s and 1930s with 
' the analysis and conservation of 
Sir Leonard Woolley’s finds 
- from the excavations at Ur of 
the Chaldees. His first 10 years 
of museum experience led to 



Meeting of the commission of inquiry into the van Meegeren forgeries held at The Hague in 1946. Left to right: Martin 
de Wild, Harold Plenderleith, Professor W. Froentjes, Paul Coremans and Ian Rawlins 


the publication of his book 
The Preservation of Antiquities 
in 1934. The Conservation of 
Prints, Drawings and Manu- 
scripts followed in 1937 and 
The Preservation of Leather 
Bookbindings in 1946. 

Plenderlcith’s early years 
were difficult as Scott was 
rarely present and the labora- 
tory was ruled by a former re- 
tainer of bis called Ernest 
Padgham. However, in 1931 the 
laboratory was transferred from 
SDER to the British Museum 
and Plenderleith became an as- 
sistant keeper; he was promot- 
ed to deputy keeper in 1938. 

In the 1930s international 
co-operation in the field of 
museum conservation was gath- 


ering pace, with Plenderleith 
playing an ever-increasing role. 
The League of Nations estab- 
- lished an. International Muse- 
um Office which organised 
conferences in Rome (1930), 
Athens (1931), Paris (1933) 
and Madrid (1934) to discuss 
the conservation of works of art, 
antiquities and monuments. 
Plenderleith was present at 
Paris and Madrid and was joint 
editor of a manual on die con- 
servation of paintings which de- 
rived from these meetings. 
However, this co-operation- 
came to an abrupt end with war 
in Europe. Even the first spe- 
cialised journal devoted to this 
field, to which Plenderleith con- 
tributed several papers. Tech- 


nical Studies in the Field of Fine 
Arts , published by thcFogg Art 
Museum at Harvard Universi- 
ty, ceased publication in 1942. 

Harold Plenderleith was 
bom in 1898, the eldest of four 
children of an art teacher at the 
Harris Academy in Dundee 
and the daughter of a medical 
missiouaiy in New Zealand. He 
was educated at the Harris 
Academy, where he won the 
Dux Medal in his finalyear, and 
then went up to the Universi- 
ty College of St Andrews in 
1916 to read science. He left af- 
ter two terms to go to Officer 
naming School, hoping then to 
join a Highland regiment. He 
found himself, however, gaz- 
etted second lieutenant to the 


Lancashire Fusiliers, who, as 
Plendedeith himself once said 
with a grin, “needed stiffening 
with Scots officers”. 

He served on the Western 
Front from 1 August 1917, be- 
ing wounded in the arm by 
shrapnel at Ypres, and award- 
ed an MC -for a successful 
night raid across no man’s land 
to knock out a piD-bax and take 
prisoners. He returned to uni- 
versity after convalescence, but 
this time at University College, 
Dundee, and graduated BSc in 
1920 and PhD in 1923. 

- Plenderleith was too old for 
war service in 1939 (although 
his batman from 1917-18 wrote 
to say that he would like to be 
his servant again), but he played 
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to mark his 80th birthday that 
“all the »n Hqn ities came back 
this time in perfect condition* 


qpexate, and a panel of in- 
ternational experts was invited 
jlp iflqmfeinto how van Meeg- 


With the cessation of hofr- .erajhacLmanaged to create the 
TiKries, Plenderleith became paintings- Plenderleith felt sor- 
involved in the examination ryfanan Meegeren, giving him 
and conservation (by Herbert cigarettes during the interro- 
Maiyon and Herbert Batten) of ^tfon,andbimseif failing to see 
the finds from the Anglo- tow anybody could have been 
Saxon royal ship burial exes.- fooled by the p aint i n gs, which 
vated at Sntton Hoo, near had been made to look old with 
Wbodbridge, ia August 1939 a false “patina" created using 
and then quickly “reburied” in modern synthetic resins, 
the Aldwycb tube for the du- Plenderleith was appointed 

ration. Many of the objects Keeper of the British Museum 
have since been reconserved to Research Laboratory in 1949 
better effect, but this does not and puHsfoed The Conservation 
diminish the contribution made of A ntiquities and Works of Art 
lAnin- understanding fee ship in 1956 (a second edition, pre- 
and the king who was buried in pared with AJLA- Werner, ap- 
it which was made by this trio. ■ pearedinl971).Hewasoneof 
One of their “mistakes” was the founding fathers of the In- 
to restore the pair of silver- ternational Institute for the 
mrmntpri drinking horns on - Conservation of Historic and 
the basis of measurements. Artistic. Works and its first 
m«A» on the dn»H of an aurochs, honorary treasurer (from 1950 
the prehistoric wild rattle nf En- to 1958)., He became a vice- 
rope, at the Natural History Mu- preskknf in 1958, and President 
setun. They were unaware, - from 1965 to 1968. 
however, that the aniochs bad Under Plenderleith’s vigor- 
undergone a dramatic redtio- oils leadership, the British Mu- 
tton in size during the last gla- seam Research Laboratory 
ciatton, so that by Anglo-Saxon branched out after the war 
times the boms were more mod- into Carbon 14 dating and 
est in aze. The drinking horns developed the scientific exam- 
have since been re-restored and ination of antiquities by ac- 
reduced in size from a volume quiring a battery of analytical 
of 12 pints to four, with a con- instruments for the rapid 
sequent reduction in our ad- analysis of metals, pigments, 
miration for the bibulous ceramics and gemstones, 
capacity of our forebears. Plenderleith had, by this 

In 1947 Plenderleith was time, become an international 


tow anybody could have been 
fooled by the paintings, which 
had been made to look old with 
a false “patina" created using 
modem synthetic resins. 

- Plenderleith was appointed 
Keeper of the British Museum 
Research Laboratory in 1949 
and published The Conservation 
of Antiquities and Works of An 
in 1956 (a second edition, pre- 
pared with AJLA. Werner, ap- 
- peared in 1971). He was one of 
the founding fathers of the In- 
ternational Institute for the 
Conservation of Historic and 
Artistic/ Works and its first 
tonorary treasurer (from 1950 
to 1958)/ He became a vice- 
president in 1958, and President 
from 1965 to 1968. 

Under Plenderleith’s vigor- 
ous leadership, the British Mu- 
seum Research Laboratory 
branched out after the war 
into Carbon 14 dating and 
developed the scientific exam- 
ination of antiquities by ac- 
quiring a battery of analytical 
instruments for the rapid 
analysis of metals, pigments, 
ceramics and gemstones. 

Plenderleith had, by this 
time, become an international 


figure, much in demand as a lec- 
turer and consultant and it was 

no surprise, therefore, when he 

was invited by Unesco in 1959 
to be the first director of its new 
International Centre for the 
Study of the Preservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Prop- 
erty in Rome. He spent 12 years 
there, developing teaching 
courses and travelling the world 
on advisory missions, until final 
retirement, to Dundee, in 1971. 

Harold Plenderleith was a 
big man with a broad Scots ac- 
cent, of which he was proud. He 
was universally liked, and re- 
garded as the doyen of muse- 
um conservators right up until 
his death. He gave his services 
instinctively, being a member of 
the Scientific Advisory Com- 
mittee of the National Gallery 
for 46 years and its chairman 
from 1944 to 1958, Professor of 
Chemistry at the Royal Acad- 
emy of Arts from 1936 to 
1958, and Rhind lecturer at 
Edinburgh in 1954. 

In 1 987 he attended the Ju- 
bilee Conference of the Insti- 
tute of Archaeology of London 
University and its proceedings 
were dedicated to hhn, as were 
those of a British Museum 
conference in 1988. the year in 
which his former colleagues 
around the world celebrated his 
90th birthday with a manu- 
script book of remimsceDces. As 
recently as November 1995 he 
was in Rome to receive a 
bronze bust by the sculptor Pe- 
ter Rockwell, which will stand 
in the new laboratories at Ic- 
crom which will bear his name, 
and in September 1996 he trav- 
elled to Edinburgh to receive 
a specially struck silver medal 
from the Conservation Com- 
mittee of the International 
Council of Museums which 
was bolding its triennial 
conference. 

Within the space of half an 
hour he received three stand- 
ing ovations from 600 conser- 
vators, many of whom were not 
even born when he retired 
from the British Museum. 

- Andrew Oddy 
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Tony Mayer 


Tony Mayor, diplomat: bom 
Paris (7 February 1902; 
married; died Menerbes, 
France 3! October 1997. 


In many ways "Ibny Mayer was 
... the En glishman ’s Frenchman. 
During his 28 years in London 
he was, from 1945 the Cultur- 
al Attach^. the senior of the 
many officials who held that ti- 
tle, but his was a permanent 
posting; the others came and 
went after two or three years, 
while he remained in London 
until his retirement, and his role 
never seemed exactly defined. 

His presence was discreet 
but ubiquitous, and seemed to 
have as much to do with com- 
mercial and diplomatic matters 
as with cultural He knew eveiy- 
• one and was interested in 
everything, and he always 
.seemed capable of bringing 
■ Anglo-French problems and 
differences to a satisfactory 
conclusion. If you approached 
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him with an idea that would en- 
hance the French presence in 
British life and he agreed with 
it, the idea became a reality. He 
was the embassy's fixer. 

During his years in office 
London was fortunate to have 
some of the more cultured and 
sophisticated French ambas- 
sadors, and they gave a tone to 
the receptions at winch Mayer 
was ever present, explaining 
what the guests (fid in life and 
their importance to cross- 
channel co-operation. 

Urbane, unflappable, he 
was a genial host at his own par? 
ties, sometimes under trying df- 
curostances, as when Eug&ne 
Ionesco, on a visit to London, 
got very drunk just before a din- 
ner given in Ins honour. He was 
put to bed, excuses were made, 
the dinner went normally, and 
Ionesco made an appearance 
later in the evening. 

Mayer presided over what 
can now be seen to have been 
a golden age for the arts at the 


Birthdays 

Dr James Barber, former Master, 
HatfieW College, Durham, 6^Fro- 
fcfflor Laid Baoet, economist. 82; Mr 
James Bowman, operatic counter- 
tenor. 56; Mr Frank Carson, conw- 

dian, 71; M Jacques Cbamer, actor, 
fit Mr Ray Comfli sougwnter, 81; 
Mr David Exbam, Headmaster, 
Bloxbam School, 53; Miss Sally 
Field, actress. 51; Dr Keith Griffin, 
economist. 59; Mr Nigel Havers, ac- 
tor 4& Mr Bemai Hem, designer, 
7*br Stephen Ladpnan MP,45; Mr 
Leonard MW4 broadcasting htsto- 
rian, 83; Mr David Montgomery, 
chief exwsitwe. Mirror (houp News- 
oaoers. 49: Admiral Sir Anthony 

British Empire, 74; Mr Davri Moss, 
Hieh Commissoner to Malaysia, 
Mike Nichols, film and 
theatre director, 66; Lord Nmuno 
« Senator of the College 0 / 

fifth *5-4 

David Ramshotham, fonnCT AJu- 
63; Profess Max- 

tin Roth, psychiatrist, _ 8ft Mr Rno 
Saunders, football manager, 6J Sir 

scott Bt,iad»biologjst,^ar 
Georae Sinclair, former colomalad- 
S^tor,S5;MrMdcolm-Ih^ 
Smaster- ftttes College, 55,Mr 

Graeme Wwd, enckeier, 41- 
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French Embassy in the late 
Fifties and during the Sixties, 
and although there were oth- 
ers with similar enthusiasm 
and competence, Ibny Mayer 
was the man mostly responsi- 
ble. London had a steady flow 
of French concerts, most of 
them at the Wigmore Hall, al- 
though the Royal Festival Hall, 
many provincial venues and 
the French Institutes in differ- 
ent British cities all had their 
share: French artists of every 
description, singers, soloists, 
ensembles and orchestras 
introduced programmes of 
French music in all its rich va- 
riety, music seldom beard now. 

At the same time Mayer 
found ways to bring French dra- 
ma companies to perform in 
London theatres, to perform at 
the Edinburgh Festival, and to 
tour. French authors, at his in- 
vitation, came to talk about their 
work or to read it at universi- 
ties and the cultural institutes 
that the embassy maintained at 


Anniversaries 

Births: Them as Kyd, playwright, 
1558; Adolphe (Antotae-JosephJ 
Sax, inventor of the saxophone, 
1814; Dr James A. Natorith, inven- 
tor of basketball, 1861. Deaths: Fe- 
tor Ilyich Tttiajiov&ky, composer, 
1893; Kate (Catherine) Greenaway, 
chDdren’s book iBu&raiot, 190L On 
this day: Abraham Lincoln was 
elected as I 6 Q 1 VS President, 186ft 
the third banfe of Ypres eoded. 1917. 
Today is the Feast Day of Sr Bariaam 

of Khatyn, St Demetrian of Kfaycri, 
St Hired, St Leonard pf Noblac, St 
Meiaine and St Winnoc. 

Lectures 

TateGaHe»T RadlciBarn£:S .“Tbe 
Sublime and Picturesque’: Tinner's 
■ travels down die Loire", lpm. 
British Museum: Svetlana Lloyd, 
“Sensuous Art Nouveau to Sophjs- 
-ticated Art Deco: jewellery and 
fashion”, 1.15pm. . 

National Portrait Gallary; 
Nicholas PhlUipson, “Characters 
and Characterisation iu Raeburn's 
pomaiis", 1.10pm. 

Klng^s Ctollego London: PrOfefflOT 

John Stokes. “Erodes and Proffi- 
gates: a short history of modern 
British drama", 5pm. 


id attend are 

■rima Binder, 


uwka SWCIfe -iodcqri 
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Oxford, Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh. Frendh plays were rec- 
ommended for translation, 
publishers were helped with 
their translation costs and re- 
ceptions to promote novelists 
and playwrights brought them 
to the attention of literary ed- 
itors and critics. Exhibitions of 
French art were negotiated 
with museums and galleries. 

When de Gaulle came to 
London after the fall of France 
in 1940, calling afl French citi- 
zens who were able to escape 
the German occupation to fol- 
low him and continue the strug- 
gle from Britain, Ibny Mayer, 
who had been an exchange 
agent on the Paris Stock Ex- 
change, responded. As a Jew it 
was fortunate that he did. Dur- 
ing the Second World War he 
started his concerts (he came 
from a musical family) and his 
archives in old age stfll held the 
yellowing programmes, typed 
on wartime paper, of piano 
recitals, string quartets and 


chamber ensembles, singers 
and soloists, some French, 
some British, many just start- 
ing their careers, but the 
music was always French. 

After 1945 these continued 
with Poulenc, Milhaud, Ger- 
maine Tailleferre, Dutilleux, 
Jean Ffangaix and others ap- 
pearing as artists as well as 
composers, and Britten, Peter 
Pears and Marion Stein (later 
Lady Harewood and Mis Je- 
remy Thorpe) were among the 
many British names. Over 120 
French composers appeared. 

Peter Daubeney, who 
brought to London seasons of 
imported theatre companies, 
received subsidy through the 
embassy to bring Jean-Louis 
Barrault, Madeleine Renaud 
and Edwige Feufll&re in their 
Paris productions and other im- 
presarios found that Mayer's 
was the hand that ccrnld find 
ways to make things work: he 
knew how to approach the 
London financiers with artistic 


interests and . get them to 
contribute. 

In the 1950s London dis- 
covered Sartre, Anonflh, Rous- 
siu, then Ionesco, Adamov, 
and Beckett, then Obaldia, 
DubLUard and ArrabaL Al- 
though that great Francophile 
Harold Hobson, theatre critic 
of the Sunday Times , played a 
large role, the translation of 
these authors into English and 
their publication under British 
imprints would most of the time 
not have been possible without 
the strong support that came 
from the French Embassy. Am- 
bassadors Chauvel and, later. & 
Comcd gave huge and small re- 
ceptions, and lunch and (firmer 
parties, so that Robbe-Grillet, 
Nathalie Sarraute, Marguerite 
Duras and others could meet 
the British intelligentsia, and 
they paid for HSfcne Cixous 
and Claude Mauriac to open 
the new French section of 
Better Books in Edinburgh. 

In I960, in spite of the op- 


position of the French foreign 
ministry, Chauvel, himself a 
poet and essayist, found ways 
through Mayer to help subsidise 
a long-planned publishers* pro- 
motional tour of three avant- 
garde Rend) writers of the 
nouveau roman to 12 British 
universities; the disapproval 
was caused by their having 
signed a much-publicised man- 
ifesto against the Algerian war. 

Tbny Mayer retired in 1968 
and missed the philistine era 
that came with the Thatcher 
government, and he was not 
sony that he never had to 
meet her. He bought a spacious 
housp overlooking a fertile val- 
ley at Minerbes near Aix-en- 
Provence and Avignon, where 
the music and drama festivals 
found in him an ardent sup- 
porter, and where many other 
old friends were living or were 
frequent visitors. 

Mayer wrote a book about 
the English, La trie anglaise, a 
best-seller in France, which 



Mayer: fixer to the French 

did well in its English version, 
published by Gollancz in 1958. 
It gave a brief histoiy of the 
British people and took an 
amused but sharply accurate 
look at English habits and ec- 
centricities; some of his obser- 
vations were not appreciated. 
La I'le angiaise covers thesamc 
ground as George Mikes’s/Zcw 
lb Be An Alien, buz digs much 
deeper, although its tone is al- 
ways warm and affectionate. 
Those who knew hhn returned 
that affection. 

-John Odder 


LAW REPORT: 6 November 1997 


Newspaper article during trial in contempt of court 


The publication of an artJde 
In the Evening Stamford, 
containing photographs of 
and giving details of the 
previous convictions and 
terrorist connections of 
three men during their trial 
for breaking prison, was a 
contempt of court despite 
the feet that jury knew 

from the outsat that the 
defendants had been 
convi c te d of serious crimes. 

Attorney General v Associated 
Newspapers bd.and ors Queen's 
Bend) DwisiOnalCourtfLorJ justice 
Kennedy Mrs justice Smith and 
FT Justice TlrTKdiyVvaieef) 31 
October 1997 • 


The Queen’s Bench Division- 
al Court found that contempt 
of coral hjr Associated News- 
papcrs Ltri, in publishing ah 
article entitled “Alcatraz-on- 
Thames" in the Evening Stan- 
dard on 22 January 1997, which 
led to tbe perinanent stay of 
proceedings against six defen- 


Whitemoor Prison in 1994, 
had been proved. A fine of 
£40,000 was imposed. 

The artide in question con- 
cerned Behnarsh Prison, and 

included photographs of three 
named inmates, with a caption 
describing them as IRA ter- 
rorists and giving details of the 
serious crimes for which they 
were in prison. At the time of 
article’s publication the three 
men were on trial with three 
others at Woolwich Crown 
Court for offences including 
breaking prison. A first trial 
bad been abandoned after the 
publication in national news- 
papers (not including the 
Evening Standard ) of informa- 
tion about the offences for 
which the men had been in 
Whitemoor.and of the links of 
five of them with the IRA. 

At the time of discharging 

the first jury, the trial judge had 

made an order under action 
4 of the Con t e mp t of Court Act 


198 L, prohibiting publication of ist employed by the Evening 
details of the previous convic- Standard had been commis- 
tiems of the defendants and any stoned to write an article on 
indication of IRA connections. Belmaoh Prison. Neither the 
He had directed that a copy of journalist nor ariydf the other 
the orderbe sent to the editors staff involved appeared to have 
of the national press and to the been aware of the trial which 
BBC and FFN. On the second was in progress at Woolwich 
day of the second trial he had Crown Court. In (he cnxxim- 
reminded representatives of stances, and particularly hav- 
the media in court of the his- fog regard to the histoiy of the 
toiyoftbe case and had urged case and the efforts mari e by 
them to confine their coverage the trial judge to alert the me- 
to what was said in court in the dia, what had happened was 
presence of the jury. The plainty negligent. There was, 
Evening Standard's artide ap- however, no evidence of ap- 
peared a week later, and the one having been contumacious, 
following day the proceedings The sole issue in the present 

were stayed permanently. case was whether the article 
David Pannick QC and Ian Burnett had created a Su bstanti al risk 
(Annoy Sodaior) for the Attorney that the proceedings against the 
General; Jonathan Capita QC and six men would be seriously 
WSSamMeComdA (RepuddsPOner prejudiced. Hie case was un- 
Chamboiain) jar die newspaper, usual in that thejuiy knew from 

the outset that aD six defendants 
Lord justice Kennedy said had been convicted of serious 
that the respondents had nev- crimes, and that it had been 
er intended to n^eifepe in any considered necessary to house 
way with the tnaL A journal- theraia a special secure unit 


six men would be seriously 
prejudiced. The case was un- 
usual in that the jury knew from 


Some jurors might well 
have deduced that some at least 
of the defendants were IRA 
terrorists, and might also have 
recalled some of the pre-trial 
publicity. That was all infor- 
mation the jurors might rea- 
sonably be expected to put 
aside when they came to de- 
liberate about the case, but the 
artide in question was some- 
thing different No juror who 
had seen it could have failed to 
be gripped by it. It was an 
artide which gave the news* 
paper-reading juror specific 
information about three of the 
six defendants in his current 
case. 

At the trial, much was 
bound to turn on the credibil- 
ity of the witnesses, and the 
publication of the artide, oc- 
curring when ft did, was likely 
to have loaded the scales in 
favour of the prosecution in a 
way which no judicial warnmg 
could redress. 

- Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Promises, promises ... but Labour had better keep the big ones 
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Labour's manifesto was dear. “Smoking 
is the greatest single cause of preventable 

illness and premature death in the UK. Wb 

wffl therefore ban tobacco advertising.^ Up 
goes that most f amiliar political cry: 
U-turni 

The Government’s decision to allow 
cigarette advertising to continue in For- 
mula One motor racing is a significant mo- 
ment. It is Labour’s first broken manifesto 
promise, and that matters more than it 
might because of the fuss that Tbny Blair 
made about the Conservatives breaking 
their pledges, and how Labour’s manifesto 
was a "bond of trust”, his own "contract 
with the people". 

This has come into conflict with another 
part of the creed: the detennfctatkra not 
to promise what cannot be delivered. It 
turns oat that not all the wrinkles and 
rough places encountered in. Govern- 
ment had been foreseen in opposition. 

Not only was the ban on tobacco ad- 
vertising wrong in principle, as a form of 


gesture politics, and an 3i£beral one at th«r 
It was foolish to have been so absolute 
about it Journalists pointed out to Frank. 
Dobson that Formula-One races might 
simply move out of the European Union 
and yet be broadcast without, bat he stuck 
to the manifesto line. He wasn't to know 
that the Prime Minister was busy sawing 
a circle around his feet, but when he found 
out, the least he could have done was go 
on the Today programme himse lf rather 
than sending a junior minister to sound 
silly on his behalf. The one thing that Tfessa 
Jewell was obviously not authorised to say 
was what she should have said: we made 
a m ist ak e — a total baa is not as straight- 
forward as we thought 

So far, so symbolic and so (relatively} 
unimportant What matters is whether the 
recent spate of claims of broken pledges 
betokens anything more serious about the 
nature and style of this government . 

As a service to our readers, then, here 
are those U-turns in full: keeping some 


tobacco advertising; banning gays in the 
military; and taxing pension funds. It is a 
short list, and two of them were not ruled 
out in the manifesto. What is more, there 
was nothing on the ban on homosexuals 
in the armed forces in the manifesto, and 
Jack. Straw: puzzled those liberals who 
thought Labour had “got its betrayalin ear- 
ly” by suddenly declaring in March this 
yean "Theban is unfair and it will go.” His 
present stance, of wasting taxpayers’ mon- 
ey to fight doomed cases defending the ban 
in European courts, is equally baffling. 

Nor was Gordon Brawn’s £5bn-a-year 
tax on pensions funds ruled out by the 
manifesto, which promised to “review” the 
corporate tax regime to see how it could 
"promote greater long-term investment”. 
But it flies in the face of Mr Blair's re- 
peated assurance during the election 
campaign that he had "no plans at all” to 
raise tares. He is saved (a) by the com- 
plexity and remoteness of the change, and 
(b) by the fact that it is entirely sensible. 


The Government has been accused of 
other U-turns which cannot be added to 
the charge sheet. Something deep and 
strange is going on beneath the Private 
Member’s Bill.to ban fox-hunting, but Mr 
Blair never did promise Government 
time in the House of Commons. Nor 
should be have done, although he has seat 
enough contradictory signals ^ .riafuse 
a whole pack of hounds. 

And it was this newspaper which broke 
the news that Labour had reneged on a 
pledge to stop the testing of cosmetics on 
animals. But, as we report today, the Gov- 
ernment has now been sh ame d into se- 
curing a voluntary agreement to end such 
tests. 

Other tumor U-turns haw been alleged 

by pressure groups seizing on the tone of 
opposition rhetoric rather than the letter 
of Labour promises. Harriet Hannan 
criticised Tbry meanness, but did not 
promise to take the wind-chili factor into 
account in cold weather payments for pen- 


SsSSSSgjsS 

wouldn't have more of them, 
wnattacked secret Tory plans to bnngm 
<*" he »**.»■? Labour 

didn’t harbour them too. . - 

Whai is much more important than axiy 


five key pledges have an ^ 

afity. The Government: won’t even-start 
trying to cut infant class sizes until nert * 
year and it is still not obvious how it wffl f j 
be done. Tbe same applies to fester sen- 
tencing for young offender. Bmthere- 
. 11 .. »m,nh is going to be cutting NHS 


risen steeply. . , 

Let the boy racers decorate their dan- 
gerous toys with cigarette ads. If Mt" Dob- 
son can get waiting Hsts dawn. Labours 

bond of trust with the people might survive. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 
and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2056 r e-maih letters@independent.co.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal add/ess. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


LETTERS 


Fox-hunting 

Sir: Over and above the issue 
of hunting with hounds, I find 
myself astonished today by the 
attitude of the Government 
towards a Private Member’s 
Bill. Arc these things mere 
courtesy moments to allow 
backbenchers to play-act at 
legislating, or do they exist in 
their own right as ways to ex- 
tend in a democratic way the 
opportunities to create legis- 
lation? I’m confused. 


If it is possible for the Gov- 
ernment to say, "put that away 
now chaps, there's good boys" 
as seems to be the case where 
Michael Foster's Bill is con- 
cerned, then why do we have 
Private Members’ Bills at ail? 
To add insult to injury, this Bill 
is supported by 70 to 80 per cent 
of the general population, 
many of whom voted for 
Labour because of its pre-elec- 
tion stance regarding various 
animal welfare issues. 


By what right does the Gov- 
ernment so arrogantly deny ex- 
tra parliamentary time to turn 
into law what most of the coun- 
try wants, and which the opin- 
ion poll to be conducted on the 
Boor of the House of Commons 
on 28 November will endorse? 


VALERIE PAYNTER 
Hove. East Sussex 


Sin Most people, so you report, 
want to see hunting banned. 
Probably they think it cruet 
Most people, however, are un- 
concerned about the unneces- 
sary cruelty involved in the 
raising of the eggs, bacon, 
chicken drumsticks and suchlike 
which they consume in large 
quantities. Ergo, really ail of us 
are colossal hypocrites. 

Like, say, trainspotting, fox 
bunting may have a corrupting 
tendency. Inevitably it is a fairly 
exclusive sport, which fosters 
suspicion. However, almost all 
the literature on sale in my local 
petrol station is undoubtedly of 
a corrupting nature. The dif- 
ference is that such rubbish is 
the daily mental intake of the 
majority of people, and there- 
fore all right. 

People must have the right 
to read what they want. Equally 
I suggest people should have 
the right to indulge in the rural 
oocupatiou of their choice, be 
it hunting, shooting, fishing, 
golf, horse-racing or pumpkin 
raising; so long as the essence 
of Lhe pleasure does not lie in 
deliberate cruelty (as in badger- 



ropy of her book after several jr 
years when I realised my faith "y' 
in her was misplaced. Under . 
her regime tbe dreamlike state 

of dressing-gewns, milky staios 

and sticky fingers is elevated to 
a holy state of purity. Selfidi de- 
sires are not pennfaable - such 

as having a bath alone, wearing 
dangiy earrings or making a 
phone call- No wonder women 
have fled back to work in 
droves If we aspire to this im- 
age of perfect motherhood. 

Unless mothers of small . 
children retain a reasonable 
amount of self-esteem,, the 
“Leach" philosophy will con- 
tinue to produce feelings of in- ' 
adequacy or resentment. An a, - 
increasingly frequent solution* > 
to this has been to leave day- 
to-day care to someone else and 
return to work uo regain self-re- 
spect — not a i isult Penelope 
Leach would perhaps have 
hoped for. 

APRIL BECKERLEG , 

Grendon Underwood, Bucks: 


Opera 


baiting or boxing) and reason- 
able property rights are not in-- 
fringed. 

Am I alone in deploring the 
modem tendency of wanting to 
ban anything one dislikes? 
HENRY BEST 
Somerset 


Sir: The articles in The Inde- 
pendent of Tuesday 4 Novem- 
ber regarding the attempt to 
pass a Bill to ban fox-hunting 
shows the lack of democracy 
that exists in Britain today. 
Hopefully the Prime Minister 
does have important legislation 
to pass in this five-year parlia- 
ment, but the fact that a few, 
unelected members of the 
House of Lords, can prevent a 
BQl being passed which is sup- 
ported by the majority of the 
Commons, and the majority of 
the electorate, shows how un- 
democratic our current Parlia- 
ment is. It is time to change our 
anachronistic upper chamber. 
NEIL MURRAY 
Gravesend, Kent 


Louise Woodward 

Sin Why does no one seem to 
have considered that Matthew 
Eappen could have been un- 
wittingly harmed by his 
brother? Two minutes can be 
too long to leave a baby alone 
with a jealous two-year-old sib- 
ling - let alone two hours. 
NICKY WESSON 
Middlesex 


Sin I am as stunned as many 
others at the conviction of 
Louise Woodward for second 
degree murder for killing baby 
Matthew Eappen. 

Many years ago I was a 
juror on a Crown Court case, 
and was appointed jury fore- 
man. During our deliberations, 
I advised my fellow jurors that 
if there was any doubt we could 
only justly and equitably return 
a verdict of not guilty. A not 
guilty verdict was given. 

Sunil and Debbie Eappen 
were very naive young profes- 
sionals who expected higher 
standards from the au pair 


than they themselves were able 
or willing to provide. 

Louise Woodward was 
young and inexperienced, be- 
ing paid a paltry sum of money 
by a couple who could surety 
have paid much more, and yet 
she was expected to show the 
maturity and temperament of 
a Mary Poppins. 

As a juror, I would have 
needed to be convinced beyond 
all shadow of doubt that the 
Eappens were no way respon- 
sible if only in a contributory 
way for the death of their child 

I shall pray and hope that 
true American justice will pre- 
vail and that this unfortunate 
verdict can be overturned or at 
the veiy least be reduced to a 
verdict which is humane and 
equitable. 

COLIN F DUNCAN 
Coulsdon, Surrey : 


Sir. Now that Princess Diana is 
no longer available to the 
tabloid press in this country as 
a touchy-feely icon of largely 


hysterical emotions, are we to 
expect a series of scenarios 
like that constructed around 
Louise Woodward, in which 
anyone perceived in the news- 
room to be a candidate for hap- 
less victim is picked out for 
special treatment, regardless of 
any facts which might spoil the 
story? 

The new style of journalism 
suggests that rational thought 
be suspended while we all con- 
centrate on the irrational ques- 
tion of whether Louise 
Woodward is a better dresser 
than Mrs Eappen; or, prepos- 
terously, as on the BBC at 
lunch time today, that die is just 
poorer (and thus bound to 
lose). 

When all the rhetoric is 
stripped away we are left with 
the uncomfortable fact that 
Woodward was found with a 
dead baby supposedly in her 
tender care. If, as seems like- 
ly, she is finally convicted of 
manslaughter, she should serve 
her term and her supporters 


should shut up. Can any of us 
imagine Lhe furore the British 
press would make if this had 
been an American girl found 
guilty of the same crime here, 
had the same attempt been 
mode to rubbish our justice sys- 
tem ? If American due process 
has a fault, it is that it is too 
open, lending itself to the dan- 
ger, as here, that we are all in- 
vited to vote, not on the facts, 
but on the late-20th -century 
equivalent of thumbs up or 
thumbs down from our modem 
Nero (or should that be Calig- 
ula?}, tbe television, radio and 
newspaper pundit. 

TIM MADGE 
Chcsham, Buckinghamshire 


Music cassettes 

Sin Your article “Stop button 
for music cassettes" (3 No- 
vember) shows the danger of 
perpetuating misleading and in- 
accurate information. 

EMI are keen to retain the 
audio-cassette until a high- 


quality digital alternative has 
been established. All our newly 
recorded mainstream rock and 
pop releases are made available 
on cassette, as are many cata- 
logue albums. Specifically, the 
Beatles' White Album is still 
available on cassette, as are at 
least two recordings of Vival- 
di’s Four Seasons. 

The story in fact refers to 
record retailers who of course 
make Lheir own decisions on the 
stock range they offer their cus- 
tomers. Music lovers should not 
be content with what they see 
on the dealers’ shelves. They 
should ask - and they may be 
surprised by the answer. 
DAVID HUGHES, 

EMI Records Group UK 
& Ireland, London W6 


Penelope Leach 

Sin Dinah Hall has missed the 
major factor regarding the dis- 
enchantment many mothers 
feel at Penelope Leach's wis- 
dom. i finally threw away my 


Sir Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture, is contmmiig 
to get it wrong about opera in 
London. Having derided that 
the Royal Opera should be 
the “People's Opera”, be is now 
proposing that it should share 
its renovated building with 
English National Opera. If any 
company should be a “People’s 
Opera" it is ENO, where opera 
is performed in English and by 
mainly home-grown talent. 

If the Covent Garden build- 
ing is to be shared by the two 
opera companies, the building 
works currently underway will 
surety need to be suspended to 
allow a thorough . and far- 
reaching review, which raises 
the spectre of another British 
Library fiasco. 

But fundamentally these 
ideas are flawed, for while it is 
just about justifiable "for the 
beautiful Covent Garden audit- 
orium to be a venue for the dis- 
play of the best international 
musicians, no one can pretend 
that the auditorium can provide 
uniform (and democratic) 
sight-lines and comfort 
throughout for all modes of 
opera performance. We would 
do far better to follow the 
example of the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York and buijd 
a completely new building on 
a new site where modem stan- 
dards can be achieved. 

V HUGH R WAINE 
London SE4 


A Dance to the Music of Time’ - the abridged version 


- — Many people who couldn’t face 

reading the whole of Anthony 
ftjwell’s novel sequence A Dance to 
the Music of Time were looking 
forward to watching Hugh White- 
mare’s abridgement for television, 
but 1 gather that a lot of them found 
that even that was a bit too long and 
complicated. So for them, and for 
U TT EC anyone else who has missed the 

IVlILIjJ whole thing, I bring you today a 

tv- tv T / — ' v f condensation of the complete Hugh 

J\i IN Vjf 1 vJ IN Whitemore/ Anthony ftjwelM 

Dance to the Music of Time in one 

newspaper column I 


Exterior shot, smart London street 
Nicholas Jenkins lets himself into 
front door. Interior shat of Jean, his 
girlfriend, with no clothes on. 

Nick: You’ve got no clothes on. 
Jean; Haven’t I? Gosh, nor I have. 
Nick: Why haven’t you got any 


clothes on? 

Jean: Because it will make the 
viewers think that there is lots more 
sex and nudity to follow. 

Nick: But there isn’t? 

Jean: No. Not a sausage. 

Nidc Phew. Thank goodness for 
that. Now, get your clothes on 
before your husband. Bob Duporte, 
comes home. 

Jean: Why did you mention the 
name of my husband? I know 
perfectly well what he is called. 
Nick: I know, but if we don’t keep 
mentioning names, and whether we 
are married or not, the viewers will 
forget who everyone is. By the way, 
were you at school with a chap 
called Widmerpool? 

Jean: No. Wfereyou? 

Nidc Yes, I was. as a matter of fact 
Incidentally, I saw my Uncle Giles 
today. 


Cut to seedy hotel on Brigham 
seafront, interior, lots of period detail. 
Enter seedy uncle. 

Uncle Giles: Hello, Nick, fancy 
bumping into you here. Will you 
look after these papers for me? 
Nick: Why, what are they. Unde 
Giles? 

Unde Giles: My scripts for the next 
five episodes. Can't make head or 
tail of what’s happening without 
them. Or with them, come to that. 
Nick: Pleasure, Unde Giles. 


Cut to country station at night. Steam 
train arrives. 

Close-up of porter. 

Porter: Widmerpool! Widmerpool! 


Carriage door opens and 
Widmerpool descends balefuUy, 
accompanied by Miranda 
Richardson playing herself. 

Widmerpool bumps into another 
passenger. 


Enter Bob Duporte. 

Bob: Hello, Nick and Unde Giles. 
Fancy bumping into you again after 
all these years. 

Nick: Actually, I think this is the 
first time we've met. 

Bob: Consulting script You may be 
right. 

Nick; Tm married now, you know. 


Passenger: Why don't you watch 
where you’re flaming going? 
Widmerpool: Because my name is 
Widmerpool and I run this railway, 
or at least I end up head of almost 
anything you care to mention, so I 
probably run this railway as well. 
And who are you, you nasty little 
working class oik? 

Odo: My uamc is Odo Stevens, and 
I write short stories. 


Widmerpool: Why on earth would a 
working class chap wanL to write 
short stories? 

Odo: I'm not sure, but I think that 
Anthony Powell is totalty incapable 
of portraying anyone proletarian 
unless he is like himself, ie a writer 
with a curious name? 

Odo: It is if you insist on 
pretending it’s pronounced Pole. 
Enter Nicholas Jenkins, holding kit 
bag. 


come along! Have you no homes to 
go to? 

Nick: Peering closely at Porter My 
God, it’s Charlie! Charlie 
Stri ogha m ! But you're ... drunk! 
And we were at school together! 
Fm married now, you know. 
Charlie: I must be even drunker 
than I thought. You look nothing 
like the Nick Jenkins I once knew 
Nick: Yes. but that’s because I am 
being played by a different actor 


Nick: Widmerpool...! 

Widmerpool: Hello, Nick. I’m 
married now, you know, but I 
haven't any children. 

Nick: Have you heard about the 
war? 

Widmerpool; Heard about it? My 
dear boy, I am a major shareholder 
in it! 

Porter: Come along, gents, please. 


Charlie: Well, it s lovely to see you ■ 

again. Nick, whoever you are. 


Enter Bab Duporte. 

Bob: Anyone here seen Quiggios? 


rm not sure if this quite wraps up 

everything. Maybe we*]) have 
another episode tomorrow And 
there again, maybe not. 
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WINNING THE 
VOTE FOR EMU 

baule lines are drawn. The ler- 
ntoiy to be conquered in just four veare is 
tbe support of the people. Now we know 

slM *. ihe public campaign 
mnstbegm, bur so far ihere have been onlv 
muffled mumblings from Ihe Government 

cxitt J° terS sland 31 fwo-to-onc against 
HWU. Euro-scepticism is deep-dved in ibe 
Union flag, soaked in it through the past 
18 years of sceptic government, saturated 
by a passionately anti-European press Sir 
James Goldsmith’s deadly legacy of £20m 
spent on filling the air With Euro-phobia 
had us inevitable effect, with that power- 
ful £3m video through every door in the 
country. 

Yet on the face of things, the EMU cam- 
paign should be a straight re-run of 1975. 
when exactly the same proportion of vot- 
ers started out against joining, but swung 
two-to-one in favour. All the big beasts are 
on one side: the Government, Ashdown, 
Clarke, Heseltine ct al. The CBI and the 
TUC speak with one voice. A few brave cap- 
tains of industry are starting to jump up on 
to the parapet, waving the EMU troops on. 
The wise and far-sighted are beginning to 
present a formidable array. How could thev 
lose? 

Who’s afraid of William Hague, Peter 
Lflley, Tony Benn, Sir Stanley Kalms or Nor- 
man lebbit? There should be no contest 
here. But this raggle-taggle army has a 
nuclear armoury of weapons, whose exact 
capability we do not know, but rightly fear. 

The sceptic weapon is Rupert Murdoch, 
who alone controls 41 per cent of newspaper 
readers hip, with Conrad Black and The Daily 
Mail standing shoulder-to-sho aider with him, 
all rabidly anti-European. Can the good guys 
win against their might? 

The muted, strangled noises on Europe 
emanating from Downing Street so far spring 
from fear of the damage that Murdoch can 
inflict. But in the end the Labour leaders 
will have to stand up to him on Lhis, because 
they have no choice. 

So far, the Prime Minister has backed 
away from a showdown, because be thinks 
he can lasso Murdoch and bring him in 
gently on the end of a rope. He reasons that 
if public opinion swings behind the single 
currency, if the clouds of Europhobia are 
swept back and almost every sensible big 
player in the nation thinks we must join, and 
join soon, Murdoch wouldn’t want his 
newspapers left stranded out among the 
mavericks. He always trims his views to suit 
his business interests in the end. 

But the question is, can public opinion 
be changed unless the Prime Minister starts 
to use his government’s huge public popu- 
larity to win the argument? Can we ever 
reach the stage where Murdoch’s papers are 


forced to change their line unless Blair comes 
out fighting first? Until now. Labour has 
never wanted to tost the stale of our demo- 
cracy. io see whether the government or The 
Sun rules. 

But the lime is short and the campaign 
to win public opinion bas no real leader un- 
til Lhc Prime Minister gels on his horse to 
do battle with the petty Poujadists, little Eng- 
landers and cynical manipulators of gut xeno- 
phobia. So far, only timid noises come from 
his camp. 

loo late and too grudging, Gordon 
Brown, Ihe Chancellor, has at least made 
joining EMU official policy, liberating the 
Labour Euro-enthusiasts to campaign vig- 
orously*. But the message that emerged 
from Tuesday’s Lib-Lab constitutional com- 
mittee promising to advocate the merits of 
Europe was a tepid ral lying-cry: “The Gov- 
ernment and the Liberal Democrats have a 
shared interest in making Britain less Euro- 
sceplicaT. Less Euro-sccpticd? That is 
hardly the stuff to set hearts and minds afire. 
W? wait for a strong lead, but Downing Street 
says the Prime Minister has no plans to make 
a speech on Europe at present. 

No; so far, the Conservative rebels have 
the beau role in all this. The Garkc/- 
Hezza/Curry cavalry is charging in from the 
wing, sabres flashing. They look brave and 
honourable championing the national in- 
terest above party and popularity. The 
more gallant they seem, the more hesitant 
and pusillanimous Downing Street ap- 
pears. Ibny Blair hasn’t saddled up, and his 
posse are anxiously looking at their watches. 
He is letting others fight (us battle, hoping 
they win it for him. 

The European Movement, the nascent 
pro-EMU referendum campaign, is about 
to announce a new heavyweight team of 
leaders from each party. Now they need sup- 
port, a mass membership, local groups and 
most of all money- a lot of it - to undo the 
years of damage. 

It won’t be enough to rely on frighten- 
ing voters with the dangers of being left out 
of the single currency. Nor will it be enough 
to sefl the immediate advantages - lower in- 
terest rates, lower mortgages, exchang e rate 
stabDhy, and the like. The campaign needs 
to generate a new warmth for the European 
idea itself. It must marie the end, once and 
for all, to Britain’s recalcitrant, bad- 
tempered, sourly obstructive behaviour in 
Europe, shifting the attitude of the people 
as well as the habits of our politicians. This 
must be Armageddon for Europhobia. 

We all rightly criticise the EU as present- . 
ly constructed, for i is democratic deficit, the 
CAP and myriad other faults. But none of 
that should stop a wholehearted pro- 
European campaign., for none of that can 
be influenced one jot by us unless we are 
at the heart of Europe. “A fresh start in 
Europe, with the credibility to achieve re- 
form,” promised Labour’s manifesto. Just 
so. “We will give Britain leadership in 
Europe,” it said. But when, if not now? 

It is easy to understand the unease with 
which the Government risks gambling its 
huge popularity on such an unpopular 
cause. But there is no choice. The next elec- 
tion will be fought on this issue, wfljy-mUy. 
Dragging their heels will not make it go away, 
so they had better come ont of their tents 
now with all the panache of the Ibiy rebels. 
With a bit of bravery, they can see off the 
enemy- and at the same time show Rupert 
Murdoch that the battle can be won with- 
out him and despite him, because in the end 

Tory Blair rules, OK, and it will be Tory Blair 
Wot Won It. 


‘Chicago’ is ... an uncomfortable 
night out for a newspaper editor 



JOHN 

WALSH 


At a preview showing of 
Chicago , the deeply wonderful 
new musical in the Strand, 1 sat 
next to Max Hastings. The 9ft- 
tafl editor of the Evening Stan- 
dard was the tallest lupin among 
a whole garden of variegated 
celebrities fSir Cliff Richard, 
Anthony Samson, Ned Shenin) 
at this rollicking, son-of-Cabarei 
extravaganza. 

It was a very hot ticket and 
a very cool evening. The upstairs 
crush bar was full of grooviiy 
dress ed-down young men swig- 
ging Czech beer and smoking 
Black Russians. The audience 
was a -buzz with expectation be- 
fore the show, and alive with 
whistles and cries of “Yeah- 
hhrr!” after each sassy number. 
A la<fy of mature years could- 
n’t take the strain and feinted at 
the end of Row G while Ruthie 
Hensball was singing “Racne" ... 

Through it all, Mr Hastings 
sat with his raincoat on his lap 
and on his face the expression 
of an Easter Island statue in the 
rain. Evidently he is not a fan 
of the Broadway musical, or the 
convention that you are allowed 
to clap before the final curtain. 
But just as he was (I gathered) 
resigning himself to terminal en- 
nui, things on stage took a 
more interesting turn. 

The book of the musical 
offers an amoral look at the 
celebrity value of murder, adul- 
tery and crime passioneL, and 
bow you can be sure of getting 
a light sentence (or none at all) 
if you pay the bent attorney, 
screw the cop and do whatever 
the dykisb matron of the re- 
mand centre requires of you. 
Along the way you learn to ad- 
just your story for the news- 
papers. So - at one point in the 
first act, Billy Flynn the crooked 
attorney is explaining to Roxie 



Hart what she should tell Lhe 
Press when they arrive. “Oh, 
and don’t worry”, says Billy, “be- 
cause the woman from the 
Evening Star vrill be here”. Be- 
side me, I could swear, Mr 
Hastings stiffened perceptibly. 
You’ll be fine with her, ex- 
plains Billy, she’s called Mary 
Sunshine and she believes 
everything she’s told. 

I stole a sidelong glance. The 
editor of the as-it-were Evening 
Stars nostrils were dilated. Was 
be running through a swift 
mental Rolladex to see which of 
his charges could possibly fit this 
description? Then on came 
came Mary Sunshine, a huge 
lady, possibly en travesne in a 
long sweeping coat, to sing “A 
Little Bit of Good (In Every- 
one)”. It was, I think, the onfy 
moment in any Broadway mu- 
sical in which a character is re- 
quired to embody journalistic 
gullibility. And the bitch had to 
work for the Exerting St... Mr 
Hastings shifted in his seat and 
dredged his ear with an exas- 
perated forefinger. 

Sony to return to the hoary sub- 
ject of Booker Prize Night a 
whole three weeks after the 
event, but the story of the 
Indian Car Fight is too good to 
miss. Picture the scene. Puppy- 


ish. bespectacled former pub- 
lisher David Godwin, a literary 
agent of few years’ experience 
but a talent-spotter of quality, 
bas two of his charges, Arund- 
hati ( God of Small Things) Roy 
and Jim ( Quarantine ) Crace, on 
the Booker shortlist, and both 
tipped by Ladbrokes and 
William Hill to win. The occa- 
sion obviously warrants a spe- 
cial gesture. So he hires a white 
stretch limousine for the even- 
ing. If either Roy or Crace gets 
the prize, they will be whisked 
off to the Winner’s Party with 
Godwin in this transport of ec- 
stacy, handily furnished with 
flowers, champagne, TV and, 
for all I know, en suite micro- 
wave and shower unit. 

In due course, Arundhati 
Roy is announced as the winner. 
Loud buzzahs at David God- 
win’s table. As Ms Roy is in- 
terviewed by the nation's press. 
Godwin checks that the Hmo bas 
arrived outside the GuDdh all's 
main entrance. But there is a 
problem. I can't park there, re- 
ports the driver, there is a 
bloody great big black motor 
outside the main entrance al- 
ready. Appalled, Godwin tries 
to get h moved. The driver won't 
budge. Whose car is it? The dri- 
ver won’t give the name; he’ll 
only say it's a mysterious Top 


Celebrity, who’s attending the 
dinn er with an entourage ... 

Godwin puts two and two to- 
gether and stamps off into the 
Guildhall where he confronts 
the Tbp Celebrity, waiting for his 
date to emerge from the Ladies. 
“Could you please,” he de- 
mands. “remove your car from 
the front door?” Why? asks 
Salman Rushdie (for it is he). 
“Because Anindfaati Roy’s limu 
is supposed to be parked there.” 
Godwin explains. Rushdie is 
unimpressed. An argument en- 
sues as to whose car is bigger, 
whose reputation is more star- 
ry. whose credentials as Top Lit- 
erary Indian Booker Laureate 
are more convincing. 

Some versions of the story 
end with Godwin and Rushdie 
exchanging blows on the Guild- 
hall forecourt. Others suggest 
that Godwin scot a note of 
apology to Rushdie Ihe next 
morning. Others bring up Mr 
Rushdie’s lack of enthusiasm for 


Ms Roy's prize-winning prose 
style, as expressed to friends over 
recent weeks. Still others mere- 
ly ponder the complicated sym- 
bolism dial attaches to big cats 
and their temporary owners ... 

Now that the Government has 
decided not to back Mike Fos- 
ter’s anti-hunting Bill, I notice 
that one or two non-PC, pro- 
bunting articles are emerging 
from the undergrowth. This 
one. for instance: 

“Hunting ... is the first 
activity a young man just out of 
childhood should take up, before 
turning to other subjects which 
will enhance his reputation ... 
. A strong desire to hunt can lead 
IO a great deal of profit. It 
makes for physical fitness, im- 
proves the sight and hearing, 
slows down the process of grow- 
ing old and. above all, is good 
training for warfare”. 

Who can it be? Nicholas 
Soamcs? Camilla Parker 
Bowles? Roiy Knighl-Bruce? 

The essay, entitled “On 
Hunting”, continues with a lot 
of advice about the training of 
bounds (the author warns 
against “dull-eyed, squinting, 
graceless, stiff-jointed, weak, 
thin-coated, long-limbed, badly- 
proportioned and listless” 
mutts, not to mention those with 
“unsound feet”): the way you 
should address them (“Well 
done, dogs”, “Come back here, 
dogs”); and the best names by 
which to call them (“Spirit, 
Pluck. Handle. Spike, Lance, 
Raider. Guard. PickeL Troop- 
er. Sword. Killer. Blaze, Butch. 
Battler, Ringwond ...”). It also 
offers advice about how to stalk 
hares, deer and wild boar in Lhe 
wild, the clothes you should 
wear and the equipment you 
should buy. 

So who is this unrecon- 
structed blood-sports fan, this 
spokesman for the discredited 
Country tendency? Here's a 
final due. After releasing your 
hounds. Mr Know-All suggests, 
you must “pray to Apollo and 
Artemis the Huntress, pledging 
a share of the catch to each ..." 
For this is not some modern-day 
John Peel - It's Xenophon of 
Athens, right-wing historian 
and biographer and enthusiast 
for the chase, writing in 370BC 
or so, newly translated by Robin 
Waterfield for Penguin Classics, 
and demonstrating that hunting 
is even more old-fashioned (or 
more respectably pedigreed, 
depending on your point of 
view) than you thought. Shame 
the Greeks didn’t have a word 
for “Yoicks!" 


No, Algeria, it’s not an ‘internal affair’ 
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ROBERT FISK 

THE CASE FOR 

^INTERVENTION 
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the Algerian ambassador to 
London made a si mi la r re- 
mark. “The ‘disappeared’ have 
in feet, in most cases, joined the 
terrorist gangs." he wrote. 

But they are Algerians. The 
villagers, the “disappeared", 
the FIS, the armed gangs, the 
guflty and the innocent. They 
are Algerians. They are part of 
the same great nation which 
fought with such endurance 
and bravery against French 
rule. The young “disappeared" 
women whose photographs 
were p ublis hed on the front 
page of The Independent last 

week are - or were - Algerians. 

The women who have been 
gang-raped in police stations 
are Algerians. So were the 
women and children slaugh- 
tered so viciously by the 
“I slamist ” murderers of the Is- 
lamic Armed Group (GIA). 
And the terrifying thing about 
listening to the word “accom- 
plice” is that those who use it 

are destroying the very umty of 

the country which they wish to 
maintain. 

1 put this point to an Al- 
gerian official the other day, a 
decent, highly educated man, a 
loyal servant to the military- 
backed government Yes, he too 
lamented the use of the word 
“accomplice”. He saw the dan- 
ger which its use represented to 
the unity of Algeria. But when 


I asked him about police tor- 
ture, he disagreed. “Look 
Robert, you must realise that 
there are people who have lost 
wives and children. They are an- 
gry. And if you find one man 
and you think he knows of plans 
for a massacre in a village, well, 
do you not think it may be nec- 
essary to be ’against’ him - if 
you can save aJ3 those lives?” 
Fo r ‘against’, read ‘torture’. 

But that, I said, is Israel’s ex- 
cuse - indeed, the very same 
appalling reason given by the 
Israeli government to endorse 
Israel’s “shaking" torture of 
Palestinians: that such methods 
may be necessary to save lives 
(albeit that a thousand Pales- 
tinians have now been “shak- 
en” for very few lives saved). 
My Algerian friend had no re- 
ply to this. He merely pointed 
out that we Europeans had no 
right to lecture Algeria about 
morality. And, up to a point, 1 
had some sympathy with him. 

■Qke France. The Jospin 
government isn’t above lec- 
turing Algeria on human rights. 
But in the 1954-62 war, the 
French massacred tens of thou- 
sands of Algerian civilians. In 
1961. the Pare police force - 
under the command of Mau- 
rice Papon - massacred hun- 
dreds of Algerians by trussing 
them up and throwing them 
into the Seine. Of course, the 


Algerians were fighting and 
killing Frenchmen in their bat- 
tle for independence. But one 
reason the French loathed — 
and 1 suspect in many cases still 
hate - the Algerians is because 
Algerians are not a backward, 
ignorant people. They are in- 
telligent -far too intelligent for 
most Frenchmen to tolerate. 
The Francophone veterans 
who fought the French read 
Camus and Moli&re. Tragic 
though their circumstances 
have since become, Algerians 
are a quick-witted, bright, dis- 
cerning people. They deserve 
better than to be lectured to by 
us. 

Bul And it’s a big but It is 
time that the Algerian gov- 
ernment stopped shrugging off 
foreign intervention as “inter- 
ference in the internal affairs 
of Algeria”. It is time that hu- 
man rights groups were wel- 
comed into Algeria. It is time 
for Algerian ministers to open 
their arms to the UN when its 
representatives offer help - 
not snub them, as the Algeri- 
ans did to Mazy Robinson. 
The revelations tty lawyers and 
former security force person- 
nel m The Independent last 
week that thousands of Alge- 
rians have been “disappeared” 
and that torture is now routine 
in police stations ay out for an 
international response. Even 


General Mohamed Lamari. 
the armed forces chief of staff, 
admitted last week that “some 
excesses may have taken place 
on the part of individuals act- 
ing alone" - far short of the 
reality, perhaps, but a 
remarkable statement, all the 
same. 

1 can understand the anger 
of Algerians faced with a shrill 
and moralistic audience of 
Europeans and Americans. I 
can understand the anger of the 
Algerian ambassador to Lon- 
don, even if some of his state- 
ments were factually incorrect, 
.lb say that The Independent did 
not deem “victims of terrorism” 
in Algeria worthy of our front 
page - when page 1 of our edi- 
tion of 22 Ortober was taken 
over entirely by the story of 
massacre survivors - was, to put 
it mfldfy, being economic with 
the truth. 

But Algeria needs our help. 
The eradicates in the gov- 
ernment have signally failed to 
eradicate anything; while Pres- 
ident Zeroual talks of “resid- 
ual terrorism”. General Lamari 
is warning of a long struggle 
ahead. And to what end? 
When an FIS leader appeals to 
the UN, be is slapped back 
under house arrest. When 
Europeans convened a peace 
conference in Italy - in which 
the FIS and opposition groups 


appealed for dialogue - it was 
dismissed out of hand by the 
Algerian government. 

Soon - very soon - the 
West is going to have to link the 
purchase of Algerian oil and 
gas exports to human rights 
improvements. The sale of mil- 
itary equipment - Italian pis- 
tols, American flak jackets and 
tear gas. German police vehi- 
cles - wifi have to be granted 
only after independent inves- 
tigation of human rights. In Al- 
giers, we are now told that die 
Denel company of South 
Africa plans to sell military he- 
licopters to Algeria for use by 
the army in anti-guerrilla op- 
erations. Does President Man- 
dela approve of this? 

In the Middle East, the 
Europeans were asked to fund 
the now-dead Israeli-Palestin- 
ian “peace process” bul or- 
dered tty the United States to 
keep their mouths shuL In Al- 
geria, we are asked to provide 
the anm and buy the gas - and 
are again expected to keep our 
mouths shut. But why should 
we? One of the great nations 
of the world - the I8th oil ex- 
porter, the 7th gas exporter - 
is suffering 25 per cent unem- 
ployment and 47 per cent illit- 
eracy. and is tearing itself apart 
on the edge of Europe. Its unity 
is in danger. And it is no looger 
an “internal affair". 
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Tanks and car group 
Vickers ‘facing 
hostile break-up bid’ 


Vickers, the Challenger 
tanks to Rolls-Royce 
cars group, was 
last nigM feeing the 
prospect of an audacious 
reverse takeover bid 
by Mayflower, an 
engineering business 
less than two-thirds 
its size. Chris Godsmark 
and Michael Harrison 
examine a move which 
could scupper Vickers’ 
plans to sell off its 
luxury car business. 


Vickers’ management, led by Sir 
Colin Chandler, chairman, first 
heard rumours of Mayflower’s 
intentions on Monday and 
asked the High ^combe- 
based company to issue a de- 
nial. In a Stock Exchange 
statement last night Vickers 
said Mayflower was planning a 
“hostile" bid for the company. 

It continued: “Mayflower 
has not given Vickers ap- 
propriate assurances that this 
information is without founda- 
tion. As a result, Vickers is an- 
nouncing the existence of these 
plans both in the interests of its 
shareholders and in order to 
avoid the development of a 
false market in hs shares." 

A short while later 
Mayflower, which has designed 
a new body panel making plant 
for Rolls-Royce, confirmed that 
it was examining a possible ap- 
proach. The company said: 
“Mayflower already has a dose 
relationships with Rolls-Royce. 
In the light of the above, the 
board of Mayflower is consid- 
ering all its options, which nay. 
or may not, include an offer for 
Vickers." 

Shares in Vickers jumped 


205p on the news, to 248p, 
adding £7Qm to its stock market 
value, which rose to £840m. At 
the same time Maytoweris share 
price dropped ISp to 189J5p, 
valuing the company at £478m. 

Vickers was last night 
preparing a possible bid de- 
fence, hinting that Mayflower 
was unlikely to be able to 
finance a takeover. The com- 
pany said it was “not dear” 
whether Mayflower, which has 
gearing of some 60 per cent, 
would be in a position to make 
an offer.The statement went on: 
“Bat should it do so, it would 
be considered on its merits." 

A Mayflower spokesman 
refused to comment further, 
though it was thought the com- 
pany, founded and led by John 
Simpson, chief executive, would 
dedde by the end of this week 
whether to launch a full-scale 
bid. The group, which is being 
advised by BZW, is apparently 
eyeing an offer including some 
Mayflower shares, though the 
bulk would be in cash. 

If it makes an offer, 
Mayflower would cancel the 
sale of Rofls-Royoe, announced 
less than a fortnight ago, and in- 
stead sell-off Vickers* defence 
business, the UK’s largest ar- 
moured vehicle maker, which 
produces the Challenger tank. 
Mayflower has recently invest- 
ed £28m in its car panel busi- 
ness, which makes entire bodies 
for Rover, for its MGF sports 
car and for the Aston Martin 
DB7. It also, supplies Land 
Rover Discovery body panels. 

It would be a U-turn for 
Vickers, which has been in talks 
to buy GKN*s armoured vehi- 
cle business for a price thought 
to be between £S0m and £100in. 
Vickers has argued that it can- 
not afford to invest in a new, 
smaller Rolls-Royce, having 
already paid £200m for the 


ScottishTelecom 
offers Racal 
a partnership 


Scot tisti Power is 
hatching plans to expand 
its telephones business 
south of the border, with 
an offer to turn Ratal's 
telecommunications 
operations around. 

But as Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent, 
reports, the multi-utility 
is not prepared to launch 
a full-scale bid to buy the 
Racal division. 


The approach to Sir Ernest 
Harrison, Ratal’s chairman, 
woukl form part of an ambitious 
plan to give ScottishTelecom, 
ScottishPower’s telephones 
business, a bigger foothold in 
the Englis h and Welsh phones 
market Racal has appointed 
Merrill Lynch, the US invest- 
ment bank, to seek partners or 
a buyer for Racal Telecom and 
two offers axe now known to 
have been made by the dead- 
line for expressions of interest, 
which expired last month. 

They present Racal with the 
choice of a firm buyer, in the 
form of Duncan Lewis, the for- 
mer bead of Mercury and senior 
Granada executive, pitted 
against ScotdshJPbwer, which is 
seeking a partnership without 
paying cash for a direct share- 
holding. Mr Lewis, backed by 
Schroder Ventures, is thought 
to be offering around £400m to 
buy the whote of Racal Tfetecom. 

ScottishTelecom has built 
up a long-distance network in 
Scotland by running telephone 
lines along its electricity wires 
in the same way as National 
Grid's Energzs operation. Since 
May it has expanded into the 
residential market in Edin- 
burgh, using fixed wireless tech- 
nology similar to Ionica, with 
7,750 customers connected by 
the end of September. 

Ian Russell, ScodishFbwer fi- 
nance director and chairman of 


car. 


due eariy next year. 

Should the tad go ahead and 
succeed. One potential buyer of 
the Vickets tank business would 
be AMs, the UK armoured ve- 
hicle manufacturer best known 
for the Scorpion and Stonner 
armoured tracked vehicles. 
Nicholas Prest, the Ahds chair- 
man, said last njght, however, 
that it had not been involved in 
any way with Mayflower or 
consulted on any break-up 
plans Mayflower had for Vick- 
ers should a bid materialise. 

Nevertheless, it is thought 
that AMs would be bound to 
register an interest if the tanks 
division dad come on die market. 
Defers industry observers were 
sceptical, though, about whether 
the bid would succeed, pointing 
to the premium Mayflower 
would have to pay. 

AMs paid £80m in Septem- 
ber for the Swedish armoured 
vehicle group Hagglunds in a 
deal which catapults it cm to a 
par with both Vickers and 
GKN, maker of the Whrrior 
armoured track vehicle, in 
terms of militar y production. 

Apart from Rolls-Royce, 
Mayflower would also retain 
Vickers’ growing marine en- 
gines business, which makes 
propulsion systems for the new 
generation of East ferries. 

Mayflower has grown rapidly 
since 1989 autofthe“shefi” erf the 
former Triangle toy company. 
Through share issues and acqui- 
sitions, its sales have soared from 
£27m in 1991 to£202m in 1995. 

The possible bid for Vickers 
follows a setback for Mr Simp- 
son last year. His £172m bid to 
buy a US car suspension maker 
was trumped by a much larger 
American rival. Mayflower re- 
cently revealed a 58 per cent rise 
in half-yearly profits, to £16m. 

Onflook, page 25 


Anglo United to reform itself as Falkland Islands Holdings 



Anglo United, the troubled fuels company 
which makes Coalite synthetic coal, is to 
break up its operations and switch the name 
of Its core business to Falkland Islands 
Holdings as part of a bid to rid itself of what 
it calls “unmanageable^ debts. 

The new company Is the product of an 
last-ditch attempt to save the rump of 
Anglos business after Thomas Potts 
withdrew ajwie offer to buy CoaBte - 
Products. Coalite Products owns the FaRdand 
Islands Group, which comprises The Falkland 


Islands Company, The Falkland (stands 
Trading Company and Darwin Shipping. 

Anglo’s bankers have agreed to raise their 
stake in Anglo from 49.9 to 74.9 per cent in 
exchange for reducing the debt of £37.9m. 
Shareholders will get a stake in Falkland 
Islands Holdings, whose debts will have been 
reduced to just £2m - “a manageable level 
of debt,” according to Anglo. Each 
shareholder will get one share in Falkland 
Islands Holdings for every 300 in Anglo. The 
new company will then seek a listing. 


The new company will own Coalite and 
the Falkland Islands companies. But it will be 
able to sefl all the old businesses except 
Coalite to Middlebright, a company owned 
by two of Anglo’s directors, John Gainham 
and Roger Wallace. According to Anglo, 
Middlebright^ shares are likely to have no 
value because of Anglo's old debts. 

When the new company lists. Coffins 
Stewart, the stockbroker firm, will reduce 
the banks’ stake to 40 per cent by placing 
2.1 million shares at lOOp each. 
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Whitbread looks at German openings 


STOCK MARKETS 


SoottidiTelecom, has set a target 
of capturing 10 per cent of the 
£Zbn Scottish telephones market 
by 2000. The pace of growth at 
Scottishlfelecom has surprised 
the industry. Jt is poised to earn 
revenues of around £110m this 
year and, unlike Energs, is mak- 
ing a profit. 

A partnership with Racal 
would give ScottishT&Iecom ac- 
cess to a long-distance net- 
work across the UK and 
lucrative contracts to supply 
telecommunications services 
to Government departments. 
Racal Telecom expanded in 
1995 with a £130 m takeover of 
BRX the old British Rail tele- 
phones business which runs 
wires alongside railway tracks. 

However the cost of a full- 
scale takeover of Racal Telecom 
has apparently been ruled out 
by ScottishPower, which is still 
digesting its £1.7bn purchase of 
Southern Water last year. The 
multi-utility group, which an- 
nounced its results yesterday, 
had debts of £1.7 bn at the end 
of September, boosted by its 
higher-than-expected £317m 
windfall tax provision. 

Profits before exceptional 
charges in the six months rose 
by 44 per cent, to £240m, helped 
by the contribution from South- 
ern Water. Including the wind- 
fall tax, ScottishPdwer revealed 
losses after tax of £133.6m, the 
first since privatisation. 

Meanwhile ScottishPower 
yesterday pledged to unveil 
two more marketing alliances 
for its domestic gas business on 
top of a recent link-up with the 
Automobile Association. The 
new aflianceswere also likely to 
be with affinity groups like the 
AA, though ScottishPower de- 
clined to give details. 

The company said it had 
signed up 55, (XX) domestic gas 
customers in Scotland since 
competition began last week- 
end, a much lower figure than 
die 200,000 claimed by Eastern 
Group, despite ScottishPower’s 
stronger brand identity. 


Whitbread is 
considering expanding 
some of its hotel and 
leisure formats into 
continental Europe. The 
budget-priced Travel Inn 
hotel concept and the 
David Lloyd Leisure 
centres are the most 
likely candidates, with 
Germany the favoured 
market. N®ef Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 


David Thomas, Whitbread’s 
chief executive, said the group 
was “looking bard” at whether 
the two formats could be trans- 
ferred to Germany. Whitbread 
already has some restaurant 
outlets there and analysts said 
Travel Inn hotels could be op- 
erated alongside them. The 
David liqyd centres, which 
feature tennis courts, swim- 
ming pools and gyms, would 
benefit from a relative lade of 


competition in the German 
market, analysts said. However, 
the company conceded it may 
have to change tire name of the 
tennis centres. “Perhaps it 
should be Boris Becker cen- 
tres,' 1 joked Alan Perelman, 
finance director. 

. Mr Thomas said the idea 
was in its eariy stages and that 
high costs may prove a deter- 
rent “The consumer appeal in 
Germany for these two brands 
is high but it is a case of 
whether they can actually make 
a return for our shareholders. 
Land and labour costs in Eu- 
rope are higher." 

Analysts said the expansion 
into Germany would make 
sense as Whitbread already 
operated three branded restau- 
rant chains, Maredo, Tascaria 
Maredo and Churrasco there. 
However, they cautioned that 
Whitbread’s previous overseas 
forays, with Pizza Hot in France 
and other formats in America 
and Australia, bad not been 
conspicuously successful. 

Mr Thomas said that the 


group's recent acquisitions - 
Marriott Hotels. David Lloyd 
Leisure and Costa Coffee - 
were ail earnings enhancing in 
the six months to September 
and that their performances 
were ahead of budget. 

Whitbread is on track to cre- 
ate 6,000 jobs this year as part 
of its new opening programme. 
It is opening a hotel every 10 
days and a restaurant every four 
days. The plan is to spend 
£450m in the full year opening 
250 new outlets. These will be 
spread across the group’s for- 
mats, which include Brewers 
Fayre and Hogshead pubs and 
the Cafe Rouge and Ddme 
restaurants. The next 18 
months will also see a further 
nine David Uoyd Leisure cen- 
tres open, taking the total to 27. 

The announcement came as 
Whitbread announced an 1 1.6 
per cent increase in first-half 
pre-exceptional profits to 
£198m. Profits in the beer di- 
vision improved 13 per cent 
with beer volumes up 2.4 per 
cent in a falling market. The 


company said the priority was 
to focus pubs on food, families 
and females, which were the 
key to rising consumer appeal. 
Though 1.000 pubs a year are 
closing, Whitbread said these 
were largely unbranded 
community pubs with poor 
food offers. 

In the Inns business, food 
and drinks margins rose despite 
competitive pressures. In 
hotels, operating profits rose by 
21 per cent to £ 19.5m. The 
Marriott hotels unproved oc- 
cupancy to 92 per cent in Lon- 
don and 77 per cent elsewhere. 
Whitbread’s group sales were 
8.4 per cent ahead at £1.6bn. 
The shares rose lip to 801p. 

Separately, Nomura in- 
ternational has sold 845 ten- 
anted pubs to Grovebase 
Properties, a new company 
formed by Hugh Osmond, an 
executive director of PizzaJEx- 
press. The pubs were part of the 
1,720 pubs sold to Nomura in 
the Phoenix Inns deal for 
£249n» at the beginning of 
1995. 
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IT company to create 2,000 jobs 
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One of Britain's biggest 
information technology 
groups moved yesterday 
to plug the skills gap in 
the computer industry 
by offering to create up 
to 2,000 jobs, writes 
Someeno Ahmad. 


Telephones to CRT Britain’s 
largest information technology 
recruiter, were jammed yes- 
terday as a flood of people from 
fork-lift truck drivers to po- 
licemen clamoured to join an 
innovative programme to cre- 
ate 2JOOO new IT jobs in the UK 
in the next five years. 

The scheme, launched yes- 
terday and costing £7 0m, is an 
attempt to solve the critical 
shortage of skilled computer 
staff in the UK. Around 50,000 
new people axe needed in the 
industry by 2000 to meet de- 


mand driven by the nrillen mum 
problem, monetary union and 
booming growth of IT in busi- 
ness. CRT's programme, which 
is targeting women and people 
over 40 in particular, invites 
anyone to apply, even those 
who have never used a com- 
puter before, promising appli- 
cants wbo pass a series of tests 
and a three-month training 
probation period a permanent, 
full-time job and annual salary 
of up to £40,000. 

Though the scheme, called 
Career IT has yet to be adver- 
tised, CRT received 600 tele- 
phone calls yesterday asking for 
application forms. A handful 
have already returned their 
forms on email. Karl Chapman, 
CRT’s chief executive, said he 
was “staggered" by the re- 
sponse. “The only places peo- 
ple will have heard about this 
is at 550am on Radio 5 and just 
after 6am on BBC Radio Scot- 
land. That’s hardly peak lis- 


tening time. We are absolutely 
delighted. Tbmorrow is gaing to 
be very busy.” 

Mr Chapman said he was 
looking for people who. were 
“bubbly” and with the right at- 
titude, not necessarily with ex- 
perience. “Personality is what 
is wanted plus a logical mind. 
In IT only 30 per cent of the 
spend is on hardware. The rest 
is on people.” 

He said the number of 
women in IT was “ridiculously 
low” and be would advertise the 
scheme in women’s magazines. 
The staff shortages, he added, 
were partly a result of the in- 
dustry’s “geeky image for 
anoraks”. 

Richard Hotway, the re- 
spected IT consultant and au- 
thor of the industry bible, The 
Hotway Report said: “I thin k it’s 
absolutely novel. CTR has 
opened training to people 
whoVe got aptitude rather than 
the expected educational qual- 


ifications and that is to be 
commended. Anything that 
people can do to solve this des- 
perate problem is welcome.” 

However Mr Hofway 
warned that CRT's proposals 
would do little to solve the cur- 
rent skzli shortage: “I person- 
ally believe there is not much 
anyone can do to solve this. The 
problem is acute. The main de- 
mand is the year 2000 in the 
next 18 months and these peo- 
ple won’t be ready in time." 

Several in the industry are 
exploring novel ways to re- 
cruit extra IT staff. ICL, the 
computing group, this week 
wrote to 350 retired staff who 
are experts in Cobol, the old 
computer language which is the 
cause of the year 2000 crisis, 
asking them to return. Logica. 
which had a profits warning be- 
cause it could not recruit peo- 
ple fast enough, opened a 
walk-in careers centre in Lon- 
don to attract new staff 
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Mayflower’s bid for Vickers is full of holes 


OUTLOOK 

ON AN IMPLAUSIBLE 
BID. OVERSEAS AID 
AND TOBACCO 
SPONSORSHIP 


II s noi quite: “I loved the Roller so much 
1 bought the company.** but ii*s not far 
from iL Mayflower bidding for Vickers 
would have seemed inconceivable only a 
couple of years ago when the car body 
maker was barely a quarter the size of the 
Challenger lank and Rolls-Royce cars 
group. Now they are almost the same size, 
it is merely implausible. 

All the same, it is not hard to see why 
Mayflower should have swung into action 
after Vickers announced Iasi week it was 
selling its luxury car subsidiary. The com- 
pany has carved out a lucrative niche de- 
signing and building car bodies and its 
profits are flourishing. The potential loss 
of its Rolls-Royce account to a rival with 
better connections in Munich would have 
deall it a severe blow - what more cer- 
tain way of securing the business than by 
buying itV 

That's the thrust of the commercial 
argument. For the gist of the financial ease 
look no further than the recent share price 
performance of the two companies. Since 
the beginning of 1 993. Mayflower's share 
price has risen more than 1 1 1- fold as it has 
cashed in on the trend among car manu- 
facturers to outsource the design of their 
evermore dherse ranges. Vickers* shares 
are worth about the same as they were 10 
years ago when Sir Ron Brierley was try- 
ing to break the group up. 

Look any closer than this, however, and 
the holes start to appear. First, cash. It 
would be optimistic to assume Vickers* 
shareholders would accept anything less 
than a 30 per cent premium to the com- 
pany’s present market value of around 


£8tXtm. A bid of £1.1 bn would probably 
entail doubling the number of Mayflower 
shares in issue even before the assump- 
tion of over £500m of debt. It would be 
wrong lu assume that the planned disposal 
of the defence arm into a buyers' market 
would make much of a dent in those bor- 
rowings. 

Having never spent more than £100m 
on an acquisition, it is bard to believe 
Mayflower Ls really up to the possible 
£5U0m cost of developing the next gen- 
eration of Rolls-Royce care. Vickers itself 
took one look at that bill and hoisted the 
for-salc sign - what hope Mayflower? But 
just in case Mayflower is serious, Vickers 
has cleverly pre-empted its designs, by get- 
ting this out into the market place before 
Mayflower was ready to go. That makes 
Mayflower's chances of success even 
more remote. 


Clare Short’s 
crusade on aid 


Tricky stuff, overseas aid. Always has been 
and by the look of yesterday’s While Pa- 
per on international development - Elim- 
inating World Poverty: A Challenge for the 
21 si Century - it seems destined to remain 
that way. In many respects this is a ter- 
rific document, filled with passion, moral 
indignation and a genuine, crusading ap- 
proach to the cause of world improvement. 
In other woods, there is quite a lot of Clare 
Short herself in this worthy and sometimes 
breathless tome. But does it advance the 


underlying case for overseas aid by very 
much? It’s arguable either way. 

Right-wing hard liners haw long in- 
sisted that overseas aid is not only a waste 
of taxpayers’ money, but most of the time 
is also a positively had thing, discourag- 
ing enterprise in the developing world, 
encouraging unsustainable financial poli- 
cies, propping up corrupt and dictatorial 
regimes, polluting the environment and 
generally doing a lot more harm than good. 
The evidence to support this view is 
legion. But it is not so overwhelming as 
to win the argument outright. 

Furthermore, the Government’s White 
Riper makes no attempt to defend the past 
record of overseas aid. Rather the reverse. 
It is strongly critical of aid for the purpose 
of geo-political influence and it commits 
the Government to abandoning the aid for 
trade policies of the past - ie we help 
finance a public works project and you 
place the orders with our companies. Both 
approaches it rightly condemns as eco- 
nomically flawed and politically incorrect. 

Although the alleviation of poverty has 
always been the implicit policy goal of 
overseas aid. this has not always been ap- 
parent in the way aid is allocated. Ms Short 
tries to make it explicit. Sustainable de- 
velopment and livelihoods for the world’s 
poor becomes the whole purpose of aid. 
Few people are going to quarrel with the 
vaguely political pre-conditions she does 
introduce, such as the Government's 
commitment to human rights and envi- 
ronmentally friendly development Priority 
is also to be given in the allocation of aid 
"to the value of maintaining a sound fiscal 


balance and low inflation”. Though Ms 
Short probably had to be shoe homed id lo 
including this stipulation, agam this « 
pretty uncontentious stuft even for me lelt, 
these days. 

The document is also refreshingly 
honest in the way it makes its case, for aid. 
There is no serious attempt to justify the 
giving of aid as economically valuable to 
Britain, except in so Ear as a richer world 
creates better trade opportunities: Rather, 

the purpose of aid is a moral one, to make 

us feel better about ourselves and to es- 
tablish Britain as a world leader in com- 
passion. Unfortunately, this may bot be 
enough to persuade Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, to double Ms Shores overseas 
aid budget, for that is what she is after here. 


Formula One’s 
addiction 


The Health Secretary Frank Dobson’s plan 
to ban all tobacco sponsorship of sport- 
ing events looks spookily like turning into 
Labour’s equivalent of the Dangerous 
Dogs Acl Like all proposals dreamt up on 
the hoof and announced without sufficient 
ihr mohf. ft now seems to be unravelling fast. 

To many , Formula One racing looks like 
little more than a giant billboard for the 
tobacco industry. Unless you go to Grand 
Prix circuits to watch the crashes, it is im- 
possible to avoid the ubiquitous advertis- 
ing of the weed. It is on everything, from 
the race teams and their care to the over- 
alls and the track side hoardings. Like sec- 


ondarysmoking, it permeates everywhere. 

Unfortunately, it has now fallen to Mr 
Dobson's junior minister, Tessa JowelL to 
recognise that there is veiy little that can 
be done to stop this, either at a national 
or European leveL 

Ban tobacco sponsorship and it is bye- 
bye to SiWerstone and the British Grand 
Prix and perhaps also the UK’s pole po- 
sition as home to most of the big con- 
structors. But since motor racing is the 
quintessential international sport, it will 
simply relocate elsewhere and then con- 
tinue to beam the pictures back into our 
living rooms from the safety of Asia or 
eastern Europe. 

Ms Jowett proposes instead that For- 
mula One be exempted from a proposed 
European Union directive h armin g nearly 
all forms of tobacco sponsorship in return 
for an undertaking in principle from the 
sport to make its tobacco advertising less 
visible. 

It is easy to see why the sporr’s governing 
body, the FIA, is keen on the idea, since 
a blanket European ban could begin to hurt 
its image and income. It is also easy to see 
why the idea has smoked out the opposi- 
tion in the shape of Action on Smoking and 
Health and possibly, the EU commissioner 
responsible for the directive, Padraig 
Flynn. Harder to see is why a UK-brokered 
compromise should turn the on-off 
flotation of FI into a guaranteed success. 
Beraie Ecclestone still has much bigger fires 
lo put oul, starting with the tiresome refusal 
of Williams and two other leading teams 
to sign up to a deal for dividing up the all- 
important television income. 
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Service 
sector data 
at odds with 
' slowdown 


Despite weaker-than- 
expected industrial 
production in 
September, renewed 
buoyancy in the service 
sector has put pressure 
on the Bank of England’s 
policy-makers to 
increase interest rates. 
Tom Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports on the 
latest batch of statistics. 
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Further evidence of Britain's 
two-speed economy emerged 
yesterday after the September 
data for both industrial and 
manufacturing production 
were weaker than expected 
but October numbers for the 
service sector rose to their 
highest level since July. 

Economists said that be- 
came the service sector was 
three times bigger than the 
manufacturing side of the econ- 
omy and because it had been 
the main driving force of GDP 
growth this year, any further ac- 
celeration in services would 
have to be met by higher in- 
terest rates. 

The Bank of England s 
Monetary Policy Committee 
concludes its monthly meeting 
today and is expected to leave 
interest rates unchanged. Some 
economists believe, however, 
that the apparent slowing in the 
economy might simply be a 
pause before growth resurges 
and they expect at least another 
quarter-point rise in base rates 
from the current 7 per cent be- 
fore the cycle peaks. 

According to the la testsur- 

vey of members of the Cna 
' tered Institute of Purchasing 

and Supply (Ops), ^ measures 
of business activity - new busi- 
ness, outstanding work, p 
and input costs - ® 
tober. The survey showed - 
cruitment difficulties were 

putting upward pressure 


wages in some sectors. Strong 
competition means those high- 
er costs are not being passed on 
lo consumers, which is keeping 
a lid on service sector inflation. 
But the MPC is expected to be 
concerned about the upward 
pressure on wages. 

Peter Thomson, director 
general of Cips, said: “The ser- 
vice sector economy has picked 
up since the weaker growth over 
the summer, though expansion 
is not as strong as it was in the 
first six months of the year. Skin 
shortages continue to drive up 
costs by pushing up salaries, but 
the outlook for inflation re- 
mains favourable." 

According to Kevin Dar- 
lington. economist at Hoare 
Govett, there has been a wor- 
rying extension of tightness in 
the labour market from skilled 
jobs to low-sldfled vacancies. He 
believes the figures show a 
slowdown in service industries 
is not imminent. 

Industrial production fell 
by 0.2 per cent in September 
thanks largely to erratic ofl and 
utilities output Oil and gas 
production fell by 1.6 per cent 
while electricity and water sup- 
ply industries fell by 2.4 per ant 
Even so, the underlying picture 
for the predominant manufac- 
turing sector was disappointing. 

The rise in September for 
manufacturing was only 0.2 
per cenL It failed to make up 
for the fall in August which was 
revised up from 0.1 per ant to 
0.3 per cent As a result, the 
vear-on-year growth in manu- 
facturing was only 13 per cent 

According to Jonathan 
Loynes, economist at HSBC 
Markets, however, manufac- 
turing output during the three 
months to September showed a 
“reasonable recovery” .He said: 
“With today’s purchasing man- 
agers' report showing continued 
above-trend growth in the ser- 
vices sector, the numbers to- 
gether support the idea that 
interest rates have a litde farther 
to rise before reaching a peak. 



Thames Water 
rejects £400m bid 


Thames Water has 
received a £400m 
takeover offer from 
Generate des Eaux for 
its portfolio of non- 
regulated businesses. 
Though Thames has 
rejected the approach, it 
could raise the prospect 
of further bids for the 
business, as Chris 
Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports. 


Adair Turner: ‘I would like the Tories to say they have an open mind on issues to do with Europe* Photograph: PA 


Business may force early EMU entry 


The Confederation of British 
Industry yesterday predicted 
that de facto adoption of the 
euro by many large business- 
es would increase the pressure 
for early UK entry into a Eu- 
ropean single currency after 
the 1999 launch date. 

Speaking in the run-up to 
the CBI’s annual conference 
next week, which is certain to 
be dominated by the twin 
themes of Europe and mon- 
etary union, Adair TUrner, 
director general, predicted 
that many companies would 
bill and invoice in euros. He 
also forecast that significant 
numbers of firms would get 
suppliers to bill in euros and 
arrange euro borrowings to 
hedge their exchange rate ex- 
posure to the new currency. 

The Government has 
backed the principle of EMU 
but has effectively ruled out 
Britain joining before 2002 be- 
cause economic conditions 
will not be appropriate. How- 
ever, Mr Tbrner said: “There 
will be a de facto element of 
adoption. EMU will put in 
place developments which in- 
crease business support for 
early entry. 

“The euro will pul British 


companies at a degree of 
competitive disadvantage and 
over time that will generate in- 
creasing demand for entry, not 
just from big multi-nationals 
but medium-sized exporters 
becoming increasingly vocal 
about the disadvantages they 
are exposed to.” 

Several large companies, 
including Marks and Spencer, 
have decided to accept the 
euro at their tills when notes 
and coins start circulating in 
2002 and others such as BP are 
considering switching their 
accounts to the euro. 

Mr Turner also took a side 
swipe at the Ibry leadership 
under William Hague, which 
has ruled oul participation in 
a single currency for 10 years. 
Criticising the Conservatives’ 
stance, he said: T would like 
them to say they have an 
open mind on issues to do with 
Europe, particularly EMU, 
that they are going to listen to 
business opinion on that issue 
and that they are going to play 
the role of a constructive and 
pragmatic opposition.” 

He refused to be drawn, 
however, on whether the Tbry 
split on EMU, with heavy- 
weights such as Kenneth 


Clarke and Michael Heseltine 
coming out far early entry, pre- 
saged a schism in the party to 
rank alongside the realign- 
ment of politics on the left in 
the early 1980s with the cre- 
ation of the SDP. “That is in- 
teresting speculation for 
others to go through,” he said. 

The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Gordon Brown, will 
address the CBI conference in 
Birmingham on Monday and 
will be followed by Mr Hague. 
The Prime Minister, Tbny 
Blair, will bring the proceed- 
ings to a climax with a live 
video link on Thesday. He had 
been scheduled to speak on 
education but has changed his 
theme to Europe to reinfora 
the message chat Labour has 
inherited the mantle of the 
party for business. 

The conference will also 
see the launch of a debate 
about labour market flexibil- 
ity across Europe, in itself one 
of the key factors on which the 
success of monetary union 
will turn. The CBI is warning 
thatwithout greater flexibility 
in labour markets, the bene- 
fits of EMU will be diluted. 

There have been moves to- 
wards freeing up labour mar- 


kets in areas such as flexible 
skills. But there has been 
much less movement in the 
contentious areas of wage 
flexibility and demanning. In 
France, Italy and even the 
Netherlands, there is only 
very limited scope for firms to 
adjust employee levels to suit 
competitive conditions with- 
out incurring heavy costs and 
in some member states it re- 
mains illegal or impossible to 
achieve without lengthy con- 
sultation periods. 

Mr TUrner said that al- 
though conditions on the Con- 
tinent were often compared 
unfavourably to the open 
labour markets of Britain and 
the US, the situation was not 
as bad as imagined. Germany 
had introduced a degree of de- 
centralised wage bargaining, 
the Dutch allowed greater 
flexibility in working hours 
and in Italy there had been a 
degree of loosening with gov- 
ernment support for the abo- 
lition of earning indexation. 

However, the CBI cau- 
tioned that it was important 
not to adopt a “one size fits 
all" approach to labour flexi- 
bility across all countries. 

- Michael Harrison 


The surprise move by General 
des Eaux, the French utility 
giant, demonstrates the lurn- 
around in the fortunes of 
Thames' non-regulated busi- 
nesses ana they were last year 
forad lo write off £95m after 
a series of costly overseas di- 
versifications. 

Generate des Eaux, which 
owns two passenger train fran- 
chises in the South-east of Eng- 
land and four smaller drinking 
water companies, approached 
Thames earlier this year with an 
offer, understood to be worth 
£400m in cash, for afl of its non- 
, regulated companies. Generate 
des Eaux has been one of the 
most aggressive companies in 
bids for overseas water con- 
tracts, with markets opening up 
across Asia and South Ameri- 
ca as state utilities seek private 
finance to repair decades of un- 
derinvestmenL 


Rumours of the approach 
have fuelled the Thames share 
price in recent weeks. Hie 
shares had outperformed the 
stock market by 9 per ant aver 
the past two months until a 
plunge on profit-taking this 
week after the company an- 
nounced a 7 per ant rise in pre- 
exaptional half yearly profits, 
to £202m. 

A Thames spokesman de- 
clined to discuss the bid ap- 
proach last night “We can 
never comment on market ru- 
mours," he said. A Generate 
des Eaux spokesman said there 
was “no substance” to the spec- 
ulation. However City analysts 
yesterday said Thames had 
turned down the offer, which 
executives argued did not re- 
flect the true potential of the 
non-regulated businesses. On 
Tuesday the combined opera- 
tions reported a rise in profits 
of £10m in the six months to the 
end of September, to £19m. 

Since toe restructuring last 
year, Thames has exited from 
foreign infrastructure contract- 
ing operations, preferring to 
concentrate on bids to operate 
water and sewerage schemes. 

Thames’ international op- 
erations were given a strong 
boost this summer with a huge 
kmg-tenn contract to supply toe 
eastern half of toe Indonesian 
capital, Jakarta, with drinking 
water. In China, the first phase 
of a project to supply water to 
2 million people in Shanghai 
has been completed. 
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Microsoft ‘poised to invest $1 bn’ in US West cable 
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largest cable company. TCI also owns Flexiech, 
toe UK cable and satellite programmer. 

A spokeswoman for Microsoft said she 
could not respond to market speculation, 
although toe company has in toe past said it was 
talking to various cable companies about 
possible investments. US West also refused to 
comment. 

However, industry observers said investing 
in US West would fit with Microsoft’s declared 
strategy of buying into access providers. 

In June this year, toe company poured Slbn 
into an 11-5 per cent stake in Comcast, the 


fourth-largcst cable television operator in toe 
US. Microsoft said az toe time that toe deal 
would enhance Comcast’s delivery of high-speed 
data and video services. .It also marked 
Microsoft’s growing interest in positioning 
itself as a content provider capable of control- 
ling access to toe internet and digital television. 

The company recently acquired 'WebTV Net- 
works for 5425m, which allowed it to cash in 
on the public appetite for PCTVs -units which 
combine personal computers with television sets. 

Last month, Microsoft’s chief financial 
officer, Greg Mafiei, said his company was talk- 


ing to a number of cable operators. “We’re 
investing in things toat will help us timber our 
strategy,” he said. 

For toe year to the end of June, Microsoft 
announced revenues of $1 I36bn, a 31 per cent 
increase year-on-year. 

US West announad last week toat it would 
split into two public companies in the middle 
of next year. The two groups will be US West 
Communications, the telephones business, and 
MediaOne Group, the third-largest cable 
televison operator in toe US. 

" Cathy Newman 


NEW INVESTMENT 
RATES 

Effective from 6 November 1997 


ANNUAL RATES 
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GROSSED. a. ,\ET‘::,p.: 


SCARBOROUGH 120 

£5,000 - £9,999.99 
£10,000 - £250,000 

7.20 

7.30 

5.76 

5.84 

SCARBOROUGH 120 BY POST 
£5,000 - £9,999.99 

7.20 

5.76 

£10,000 - £250,000 

730 

5.84 
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SCARBOROUGH 120 

£5,000 - £9,999.99 

6.97 

538 

£10,000 - £250,000 * 

7.07 

5.66 

SCARBOROUGH 120 BY POST 
£5,000 - £9,999.99 

6.97 

5.58 

£10,000 - £250,000 

7.07 

5.66 


SCARBOROUGH 

building society 


Prospect House PO Box 6 
Scarborough YOI 2 6EQ 


Rjt full details, please covin ycur local Branch or phone 
cwr 24 hon Investment Information Line on: 


01723 500616 


****** a,e undBn 8 ed - All rales are variable. Plea* 
hwrM^S^^ y ', RUeS d ° M * nptxmd to ‘“*1 an™*' rates shown. 
S non-oxpaym. sublet lo the required certification by jH 

ggw tefcfa x ahenmy income tax will be deducted at the appmpria* me. 

^ B rK ^ aim fr™ 1 * the Inland Revenue. Net rates 

rfiSKSS&S! T ' Dflncon * *“ 20% >- Snciery will coming 
ofnwkf T J >a ^fej ln S nwtenal to you unless \nu have qierifkaNy requested 
lh “ uruter terms, conditions and rules of the Society. 

Mentiier erf the Building Societies Association. 
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Boring old 
Whitbread 


With the pub sector suffering a hang- 
over, Whitbread's predictably boring 
results were a tonic. The big brewers 
have been out of favour recently fol- 
lowing warnings from both Gree nalk 
and Wolverhampton & Dudley. The 
fear was that with the huge sums being 
poured into developing managed pubs, 
returns would suffer. Whitbread’s share 
price was dragged down too with the 
shares tumbling from 85 Op in July to less 
than 700p a week or two ago. But they 
have been recovering recently. Yester- 
day’s half-year results served to further 
reassure that the company is on track. 

Underlying pre-tax profits in the half 
year to August rose 12 per cent to 
£19Sm. The figures pushed the shares 
l lp higher to SGlp. Though Whitbread 
hinted yesterday that it may expand 
some of its hotel and leisure brands on 
the Continent, what the market really 
warns to see are improvements on the 
return on its existing portfolio. This has 
been expanded significantly in the last 
few years by buying David Lloyd 
Leisure, Pelican restaurants and 
Marriott Hotels. 

Encouragingly, Whitbread pointed 
out that it has invested £440m in new 
pub and restaurant openings in the last 
three years and that the annualised 
return on capital in 1997/98 was 
expected to be 16 per cent. 

In beer. Whitbread has bucked the 
trend, improving volumes by 2.4 per cent 
in a market down 0.8 per cent. In sectors 
such as take-home, brands like Stella 
Artois have increased sales by 28 per 
cent 

If there is a potential problem in the 
Whitbread portfolio it may be Cate 
Rouge. Though it is being expanded 
successfully outside London, like-for- 
like growth is just 1 per cent and the 
central London outlets are suffering 
from increasing competition. 

Bui with the hotels business storm- 
ing away with strong rises in occupancy 
and yields, it Is hard to find much to 
grumhle about On SBC Warburg's full- 
year forecasts of £348 m. the shares trade 
on a prospective multiple of less than 


Whitbread : At a glance 

Market value; £3.92bn, share price 801 p (+I1p) 

Trading recon! " ^ 


mm 


6 months 6 months 


Sfc 


Turnover (£bn) 2.47 2.75 3.03 1.50 1.63 

; Pfoat : : 

Earnings per share (p) 42.76 46.08 50.84 27.23 32,86 

Operating profits by division £m Share price 

-nr, (8 months) 






15. That is a discount to the market and 
as a defensive slock looks a safe haven 
in these volatile markets. Hold. 


Tough future for 
ScottishPower 


Executives from ScottishPower, like 
other multi-utilities, should chant the 
following mantra in the bathroom 
mirror every morning: “Doing deals is 
easy; reaping rewards in the long term 
is the difficult bit." A quick glance be- 
hind ScottishPower's impressive look- 
ing 44 per cent rise in interim profits, 
to £240m. shows the problem. 

Almost all of the increase was due 
to the £i.7bn takeover last year of 
Southern Water, which has made di- 
rect year-on-year comparisons difficult. 
ScottishPower can point to successes, 
including selling £90m of Southern's 
rag-bag of non-regulated businesses, 
against an initial projection of£70m. 


1992 93 94 95 96 97 


This helped underlying like-for-like 
profits at Southern rise by 24 per cent. 

But at ScottishPower’s other busi- 
ness the performance looks less im- 
pressive. Generation earnings fell by 
£7m in the six months to the end of Sep- 
tember, while at energy supply, the £5m 
cost of the company’s assault on the do- 
mestic gas market halved profits to 
£5.7m. The story at Kianweb, the 
regional electricity company, was of 
static profits of £50.5m as tough price 
controls on power distribution took 
their toU. On top of aD this is the group’s 
debt-laden balance sheet with gearing 
set to rise to 125 per cent next year after 
the £3 1 7m windfall tax provision. 

Against this ScottishPower has done 
more than most to grow its non-regula- 
ted businesses. The telecoms arm is 
making profits - a big achievement 
against its industry peers. The company 
insists its domestic gas business is also 
profitable, but it faces a stem test next 
year when British Gas cuts its prices by 
9 percent and wades into the electricity 
market. 


From now on the going can only get 
rougher. Though the group's shares 
finned 25p to 4395p, investors cannot 
expect the miracles to continue forever. 


Rag and bone 
boost for Shanks 


After years In the dumps, Britain's 
waste management sector is starting to 
look worth digging into. Long overdue 
consolidation is finally happening. In 
August General Utilities took out 
Leigh Interests for £116m and South 
West Water has bought Southern 
Water's waste business for £1 lm. Waste 
disposal prices are starting fo rise. With 
fixed overheads, this is boosting profits. 
And increasingly stringent legislation 
is working in the big boys’ favour. 

The landfill tax introduced last 
year is prompting companies to use spe- 
cialised disposal methods which only 
the big players can provide. Though re- 
cycling prices have been falling, Eu- 
ropean legislation early next year will 
make recycling of everything from 
paper to steel a legal requirement 

Shanks & McEwan, the UK’s 
second-biggest waste group, should 
benefit from all this. Michael Averifi, 
chief executive al Shanks, which yester- 
day posted underlying profits up IQ per 
cent to £67. 6m for the half year to Sep- 
tember, believes recycling wfll be a mas- 
sive market With no real competition, 
the group has scope io grow its recycling 
business, currently loss making. "With 
gearing at 19 per cent and some 3,000 
small private waste groups in the UK, 
Shanks is poised to make acquisitions. 

Meanwhile, Shanks is the only UK 
group with a contract to incmeraie meat 
and bone meal from slaughtered cows 
at risk of BSE Shanks’ contract is to 
process 45,000 tonnes in the next three 
years. But with a 300,000 tonne moun- 
tain of pulped cow building up, there is 
more work if Labour is prepared to pay . 
Shanks’ share price, down 25p to 
14&5p, is creeping back after hitting al- 
most 240p in the early 1990s. On a for- 
ward p/e of 17 times, decent value, 
particularly given the bid whiff in the air. 


Strike and sterling 

cost BA £250nrc 


British Airways 
yesterday revealed the 
scars left by this 
summer^ cabin crew 
strike and the strong 
pound as it reported a 
34 per cent drop in 
profits for the key July 
to September period. 
Micfroe/ Honison reports. 


BA disclosed that the industrial 
action and the impact of exch- 
ange rates had blown a £250m 
hole in its performance, cutting 
second-quarter profits from 
£320m a year ago to £2 10m. 

However, the airline 
soothed City worries by re- 
porting that its business effi- 
ciency plan would deliver 
savings of£200m this year and 
that it was now more than 
halfway towards its goal of cut- 
ting £lbn from costs by 2000. 

Bob Ayling, BA’s chief 
executive, said the measures 
taken so far -including the out- 
sourcing and sale of parts of the 
business, relocation of some 


accounting functions to India 
and redundancy programmes - 
would produce £600m savings- 

The remaining £400m 
would come from efficiency 
improvements, re-organisation 
of flight schedules and driving 
down supplier costs. The extra 
savings, he added, were not con- 
tingent upon BA launching a 
low-cost, no-frills airline to 
compete with carriers like 
Ryanair, Debonair and easyJeL 

The City reacted positively, 
marking BA shares up by 27p 
to 603p. The strike and ex- 
change rate losses were also off- 
set by £157m of exceptional 
profits from the sale of BA’s 
stake in USAirways and part of 
its holding in the Galileo reser- 
vations system, which left first- 
half profits down 8.5 per cent 
at £430m. 

Mr Ayling said BA did not 
expect a decision from Brussels 
until early next year on whether 
its alliance with American Air- 
lines would be approved. BA 
brushed aside reports yesterday 
that the Commission would 
block the deal unless the two 
airlines came up with a pack- 


age in the next couple of weeks 
setting out the number of .take- 
off and landing slots they are 
prepared to surrender. 

However, it has emerged 

that BA executives and officab 

from the Competition Com- 
missioner Karel van Miert’s 
division will meet next week to 
discuss slots. Brussels has said 
it wants BA and American to 
give up 350 slots but a coin- 
promise, based on them relin- 
quishing 200-250 slots, is 
thought to be possible. 

Sir Michael Bishop, chair- 
man of British Midland, the 
country’s second-biggest sched- 
uled carrier, meanwhile dis- 
closed that profits this year 
would show a “sig n ificant im- 
provement" on the £7 Jim 
achieved in 1996. 

Sir Michael also sounded a 
warning note over the BA-AA 
alliance, and the open-skies 

deal that would follow if it is ap- 
proved Although it would lead 
to the “fjsres war to end all feres 
wars" across the Atlantic, it 
could also turn Heathrow into 
a “bucket and spade airport for 
North America". 


Powerhouse keen to expand 


Powerhouse, the electrical re- 
tail group which was a man- 
agement buyout from Hanson 
last year, is likely to hit the ac- 
quisition trail soon as it seeks 
to expand its store portfolio. 
Giyn Moser, the company’s 
chief executive, also said the 
company was considering a 
stock market flotation though 
there were no immediate plans. 

Mr Moser is interested in ac- 
quiring some of the Shoe City 
out-of-town stores from Sears, 
the struggling retail group. 
Powerhouse is keen to add to 
its 36 superstores but soys its 83 
hi gh street outlets are also per- 


forming welL With net cash of 
£I7.2tn, the company has the 
firepower to acquire a whole 
business rather than just indi- 
vidual sites. 

Mr Moser was speaking as 
Powerhouse reported a pre-tax 
profit of £I.7m on sales up 8 per 
cent at £67m for the six months 
to September. The company 
had been losing £25m-£30m a 
year when it was acquired from 
Hanson in June last year. 

Mr Moser said summer 
sales were boosted by the wind- 
fall money. But the company 
said this money was fast dis- 
appearing. 


Powerhouse has formed a 
number of joint ventures for. 
concessions in its stores. It has 
signed deals with Time Com-- 
• puters and DX Communica- 
tions as well as trials with 
Country Kitchens and Jessops 
Photographies. 

The group opened a further 
four superstores in the six 
months in Cardiff, Coventry, 
Dagenham and Southampton. 
A further three will open in the 
second half at Tamworth, Can- 
nock and again at Cardiff. A to- 
tal of £1.7m was spent on new 
openings in the first half. 

- Nigel Cope 
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Public Notices 


0 P R A F 

RAILWAYS ACT 1993 
PROPOSAL TO DISCONTINUE RAILWAY PASSENGER SERVICES 
The Franchising Director gives notice under Sections 38 and 41 of the 
Railways Act 1993 that, after due consideration, on or after 24 May 1998 
Central Trains Limited proposes to withdraw passenger services from and 
terminate the use of the following stations and route for pasenger services 
SIN FIN CENTRAL 
SIN FIN NORTH 

THE ROUTE FROM MELBOURNE JUNCTION _ M 
(NEAR PEARTREE STATION) TO SINFIN (DERBYSHIRE) 

Objections to the proposed withdrawal of services and/or closure of the 
station, preferably in writing, may be lodged within six weeks of 13 
November 1997, r.e. by 8th January 1998 wrth:- 
Ms Teresa Perchard, Passenger Services Croup, Office of the Rail Regulator, 

1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Hoi bom, London EC1N 2ST 
Telephone; 0645 645625 (all calls charged at local rate) 

Fax: 0171 282 2043 

The Rail Regulator may make objections public or copy them to the 
operator proposing the closure. 

A statement of the reasons for the proposed closure can be 
inspected on any working day between 10am and 4pm at the Office 
of passenger Rail Franchising (OPRAF), Golding's House, 2 Hay's 
Lane, London 5E1 2HB, telephone 0171 940 4200, or at Derby Crty 
Council, with the following; 

Steven Martin, Senior Committee Services Officer, Corporate Services, 
Derby Cfty Council, The Council House, Corporation Street, 

Derby DEI 2FS 
Tel: 01332 293111 

Copies of the statement can be obtained by request from OPRAF. 
There will be no charge for copies. 

The Rail Regulator will send a copy of every objection to the 
proposed closure which is lodged with him to the Rail Users' 
Consultative Committee (RUCC) for the Midlands. The RUCC will 
then consider whether the proposed closure will cause any hardship 
and, if so, what reasonable means of alleviating this hardship would 
be. The RUCC will prepare a report on their conclusions and send it 
to the Rail Regulator. The Rail regulator will decide whether the 
proposed closure should be allowed and, if so, whether any 
conditions should be attached to the closure. 

There is very little use made of the Derby-Sjnfin Branch by 
passengers and the signalling 'of the route b incompatible wrth 
modern rolling stock. As a consequence of this Central Trains 
Limited has been providing a taxi service on a daily basis since 
September 1993 to convey the small number of passengers using 
the service. Alternative transport is provided by the 38, 39, C38, C39, 
bus service run by Derby City Transport Services. 

The Derby-Sinfin branch is fitted with Lucas low voltage track 
circuits. These are outdated and incompatible with track circuit 
actuator fitted trains, including all types of modern generation 
diesel multiple unit trains. The only trains that can be used on the 
service are the old " heritage * DMUs., these units are no longer used 
in the East Midlands. 

The cost of replacing the track circuit equipment to allow modem 
trains to use the line was estimated in February 1997 to be £50.000. 
The Franchising Director does not consider the cost of replacement of 
the track circuit equipment represents good value for money given the 
very low numbers using the service. 

These stations and the route will remain open and services will not be 
withdrawn until the Rail Regulator has made his decisron. 

Chris Stokes 

Duly authorised by the Franchising Director 

Office of Passenger Rail Franchising 


Charities 

WRITERS TAKE NOTE! 

Enter the Cancer Research Campaign's new 
short story and poetry competition - Write for Bte - 
to get the chance of winning £2,000. 

Stories should be 1-2,000 words in length, poems 
no more than 40 lines. The £5 entry fee will be 
ploughed back into vital cancer research. The 
CRC and Inner Wheel Club of Worthing Sleyne 
are staging the event Closing date is February 
28 1998. The award ceremony is at Arundel's 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust next June. For more 
information and an entry form contact the , ■■ 
CRC* 75th Anniversary Appeal Team, 
telephone; 0171 224 1333. jjr‘ __ 

Registered Charity No. 225838 

cancer 

research figja 

campaigner 
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. . . With Christmas just around the corner, ! 
over 1.4 million Independent and Independent \ 
on Sunder readers will be looking for gift 
ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can help you ! 
promote your products and services to our, 
discerning readers. 

„ I 

The Christmas advertising section appears in : 
both the Independent and Independent on | 
Sunday on the following Saturdays and' 
Sundays;- i 

November 8th-9th. 1 5th- 16th. I 

22ad-23r<L 29th-30ih 
December 6th-7th ^ 

We not only offer special discounts - up to 
25% for 14 insertions - but also ourj 
Christmas Competition encourages ourj 
readers to study the advertisements closely. I 
To find out more and to book your space . . . ! 

j l | Christmas Gift | 
Guide Team 

0171 293 2323 | 

-J|g|gk 0171 293 2344 j 

Siuaw: NRS Jidi "96-Jlme V7 


Credit agencies 'breaking the 
law* over data on relatives 

Credit reference agencies may be breaking the law because they 
hold financial information on the relatives of people who apply 
for mortgages and other credit, according to Which?. The con- 
sumer magazine says the main credit reference agencies. Equifax 
and Hxperian, hold information on any relatives who have shared 
a home with a customer who applies for credit. Other people on 
the applicant's record who pay bills late can cause customers to 
be turned down for a mortgage or other loan. Which? said agen- 
cies were holding data on relatives at any previous address when 
the law only allows data on the last previous address. The mag- 
azine, which is tied to the Consumers’ Association, retrieved 113 
files from the agencies. Of these, eight contained information 
which is, according to the researchers, illegal. Serious mistakes 
were contained in a further nine people’s files, with one showing 
a woman owing £1,637 when she had repaid this debt years be- 
fore. In a separate survey of 8,000 people, the magazine found 
none of the big four banks - Lloyds TSB, Midland, Nat West and 
Barclays - were rated above average for their service. Yet they 
retain two-thirds of the country's customers. 

Seagram profits advance 

Seagram said yesterday that its firet-quarter profit rose 4 per cent 
on improved performance by its drinks and music businesses. Net 
income in the quarter to the end of September rose to $133m 
(£79m), or 37 cents a share, from $127m in the same period a 
year before. The summer blockbuster. The Lost World: lurassic 
Park, made a strong contribution, and profit al Seagram's global 
spirits and wine business rose to $19lra from $182m. 

Oftel raps telephone groups 

WarldGmi, the US telecoms group; Global One, the international 
consortium, and two UK telephone groups were reprimanded 
yesterday for not giving UK customers enough information about 
the quality of their services. Don Cruickshank. director-general 
of UK telecoms watchdog. Oftel. said the companies had foiled 
voluntarily to publish performance tables of service standards, 
which would allow customers to choose between them. He warned 
this raised the likelihood of a European Union directive to en- 
force full competition. Mr Cruickshank especially criticised Britain's 
Colt Telecom Group, the EurobeU cable company, WorldCom 
and Global One, the partnership between Sprint. Deutsche 
Telekom and France Telecom. Most telecoms groups in Britain 
publish service performance on issues such as fault repairs, bill 
accuracy and complaint handling every six months. WorldCom 
said il would provide the information from 1. January 1998. 

C&W to run multimedia first 

Cable & Wireless has been given the go-ahead to operate what 
it said would be the world's first fully interactive multimedia service 
in Hong Kong before the end of the year. The Hong Kong op- 
eration win give customers access to video-on-demand services, 
music channels and home shopping. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Bovis to push 
ahead with float 
despite volatility 


Bovis Homes is pushing ahead 
with its flotation despite the 
volatility in the stock markeL 
P&O, owner of Bovis, admit- 
ted yesterday that if considered 
postponing the flotation .last 
week when world markets were 
on the verge of collapse. 

The house-builder is sched- 
uled to end its 23-year absence 
from the stock market on 11 De- 
cember with an expected price 
tag of around £300ra. Shares in 
Bovis will be placed with insti- 
tutions but private investors 
wfll be able to subscribe through 
stockbrokers and independent 
financial advisers. 

The pathfinder prospectus, 
published yesterday, shows that 
several directors will receive 
bonuses to enable them to sub- 
scribe for shares at the placing 
price, which wQ] be fixed a week 
before trading begins on the 
stock market. Malcolm Harris, 
chief executive, will receive a 
taxable bonus of £173, 000, Ron 
Vfolford. finance director, will 
get £94,500 and five other di- 
rectors will receive bonuses 
totalling £232,000. All seven ex- 
ecutive directors have agreed to 
apply for additional shares, 
and employees have the right 
to apply for a minimum of £500 
worth of shares each. 

P&O will sell all its shares 


and new shares are being issued 
to raise £I94ra to repay Bovis 
debts to its former parent The 
new public company will be 
debt-free. 

Bovis ranks 12th in the UK 
league of house-buOders, sell- 
ing 2,456 homes at an average 
price of £90,100 last year and 
making an operating profit of 
£29.4m on a turnover of £267m. 
Profit before tax was £23.3nt 
Mr Harris said the com- 
pany’s best strength was its 
policy of comb inin g a range of 
facades and finishes with a 
handful of basic designs and us- 
ing standardised components. 

Il has a landbank of 8,398 
sites with planning permission, 
enough to last for almost three- 
and-a-half years at last year's 
building rates, plus options on 
a further 13,400 sites. In the six 
months to the end of June it 
sold 1.097 homes at an average 
cost of £95.100 and made an op- 
erating profit of £14.3m on a 
turnover of £lllm, pushing 
up the profit margin yet again 
to 13.1 per cent 

Only three UK house- 
builders, Redraw, Wilson Bow- 
den and Berkeley, did better. 

In South-east England Bo- 
vis margins reached 17.4 per 
cent last year. 

— Clifford German 


Diabetic tests boost Cortecs 
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Good test results from a new 
drug for diabetics sent shares in 
Cortecs International, the 
AngJo-AustraJian biotechnol- 
ogy company, soaring by 15 per 
cent to close at 2fl35p after hit- 
ting 23Sp at one stage yesterday. 

The company said trials for 
its experimental drug, Macru- 
tin, showed “very encouraging” 
results which “present the real 
possibility of improving thera- 
py for diabetics”. The trials in- 
volved six diabetic patients. 

Patients taking oral cap- 
sules containing Macro lin ex- 
perienced a decline in their 
blood sugar levels, Cortecs 
said. The trial has not been 


completed yeL but res 
due later in the year. 

However, some anal 

it was too early to s 
meaningful the result 
Andrew Baum, an anal 
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Pilkington shattered by French rival’s plan to expand in Britain 

quisiUon prompted st^dxo- 
kerCoHiQS Stewart to aft next 
' Mtrmflte from 
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Another shattering slock mar- 
ket experience for P illrin g, 
ton. For once, a share slump 
was not due to the group's own 
shortcomings -it was a threat- 
ening move by its major com- 
petitor. The shares fell l?p to 
131 p with a 43.3 mUlion 
turnover, the biggest for any 
share. In the glory days before 
the 1987 crash Piiks traded at 
more than 300 p. 

Since then the St Helens- 
bused group has struggled 
against intense competition 
and squeezed margins. 

Saint Gobain, the French 
group which has made Life so 
difficult for Piiks, prompted 
the fall by disclosing it in- 
tended io build a flat glass 
plant in Britain. Such a move 
was immediately seen as pil- 
ing more pressure on the St 
Helens group. 

Bui the French may, at 
least on the surface, have a 


rather different agenda. They 
seem intent on supplying Eu- 
rope with most of their British 
glass and could, therefore, be 
attempting to hedge their po- 
sition when the angle curren- 
cy arrives. 

With British Petroleum and 
Marks St Spencer going euro 
when EMU starts in 1999 , 
Saint Gobain could be taking 
advantage of the continuing 
availabDity of sterling. 

The French group, which is 
Europe's largest glass-maker, 
hopes to be in production 
here by the end of 1999 . 

The French invasion comes 
as Piiks, under Paolo Scaroni, 
its new chief executive, is un- 
dertaking a savage cost-cutting 
exercise. 

Mr Scaroni probably pre- 
vented Piiks sbares falling 
even further by acquiring 
300,000 at 132 p, near the day's 
low. He heard about the fall 


at a meeting in Italy- “A ter- 
rific buying opportunity," he i$ 
said to hove exclaimed before 
contacting his stockbroker. 

The rest of the market had 
another dcpressingly un- 
eventful day. Footsie mean- 
dered between a 50.2 points 
gain and a 34.1 toss, ending 
10.9 higher at 4 . 9083 . 

Supporting shares made 
progress. Domestic and over- 
seas interest rales remained 
one of the market’s major con- 
cerns. Among blue chips high- 
er were National Power and 
PowerGen. reflecting Credit 
Lyonnis Laing buy advice. 

There is continuing un- 
happiness with order-driven 
trading, which suffered a com- 
puter failure at the opening, 
when trading is now relatively 
thin. A late rogue trade in 
Pearson, the media group, il- 
lustrated one of the new or- 
der's drawbacks. Pearson 


shares, according to the clos- 
ing quote, were up 31 p at 790 p; 
the spread was a remarkable 
685 p to 82 Qp. A proposed 
trade of 108 shares at 805 2 >p 
created some of the confusion. 

Although technically the 
new order has been a success, 
the ay lor a revamp, extend- 
ing beyond the current fine 
tuning, is growing. Private 
client stockbrokers are often 


Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 



at a loss to provide realistic 
prices for their clients. 

Much of the action was in 
the quote-driven MidCap 
shares. Besides Pilkington, 
Vickers, on the audacious ap- 
proach from Mayflower, rose 
203 p to 248 p although 
Mayflower fell 15 p to 189 * 5 p* 

Allied Cofloids scored the 
best MidCap gain, up 14 per 
cent to 117 pwhen the company 
quashed fears interim figures 
would be disappointing. Hie 
shares hit a 12 -month low on 
worries the strength of sterling 
had damaged the group. 

Ibllow Oil improved a fur- 
ther 3 p to 126 p on a mixture 
of bid and exploration hopes 
and motor dealer Charles Sid- 
ney finned lp to S 6 . 5 p as 

Sanderson Bramall emergsd as 
the bidder with a £ 3 7 . 4 m offer. 

Recruitment group Robert 
Walters rose 1 8 - 5 p to 445 p af- 
ter a £ 5 34 m Australian ac- 


year’s profits estimate from 
£ 9 + 5 m to £ 10 . 4 m. 

Insurance broker Willis 

Chrroon held at 124 p asNikko 
cut its profits forecast from 
£ 95 _ 5 m to £ 89 m- 

Cortecs International in- 

tjtjdjK^alitlkajmfbrttotbe 

dmgs sector, gaining 27 p to 

as its oral insulin for di- 
abetics enjoyed successful 
phase H tests. Kay’s Food 
rose 0 . 75 p to 2 . 75 p on the 
Kevin Leech stake and Devro, 

the sausage skin group, sizzled 

] 4 p to 388 Jp following ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett support. 

Ushers offrowbridge, the 
brewer which came to market 
at llOp in March, is the latest 
to produce a profits warning. 
The shares fell 6 p to - 94 p with 
a big trade, 489 , 000 , going 
through al 995 p before the an- 
nouncement. 


Transport Development is at- 
tracting attention. The shares 
improved a further 23 p to 
203 - 5 p, just below their 12 - - 
month high. They have gently 
recovered from the 1623 p 
low hit in August on disap- 
pointment with interim fig- 
ures. There is talk of a 
second-half improvement and 
the inevitable bid speculation 
is around. 


U tili tec, a gas and water ser- 
vices group in the red last 
year; should produce profits 
of £ 3 j& 5 m this year and 
£ 5 - 2 m next, believes Charter- 
house Tilncy. The shares, 
which have moved between 
lOOp and 363 p since March, 
fell lp to 43 -Sp. 


Boustead, the cash shell, is 
due to return to market later 
this month following Its 
takeover of a Hong Kong con- 
struction group. The shares 
were last traded at 16 p. 
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Euro will shake up the Continent 
more than the UK* Myth or fact? 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON WHY 
BRITAIN 
MUST STAY 
IN THE RACE 


Many myths achieve the status 
of hallowed fads when they have 
been repeated often enough, 
and few are more hallowed 
than those concerning national 
economic performance. 

Take the notion that there 
are two distinct varieties of 
capitalism - the market-loving, 
equity-financed Anglo-Saxon 
variety and the corporatist, 
bank-financed Rhineland ver- 
sion. It's a neat contrast But it 
isn't true in at least one key re- 
spect. German and French 
companies do not as a group, 
finance their investment 
through loans from supportive 
banks keen to establish a long- 
term relationship with them. 
Nor do US and UK companies 
in the aggregate raise funds for 
investment from the stock 
market. Indeed, British firms 
raise more net finance than 
German ones via bank debt. 

On the other hand, there are 
tremendous national differ- 
ences in how well companies 
perform in terms of profitability 
or return on capital: those 
short-termist Anglo-Saxons do 
significantly better than the 
Germans or Japanese. Invest- 
ment in Britain has been far 
more worthwhile for at least the 
past six years. This in turn ex- 
plains the much bigger stock 


market gains in the US and UK 
over that period, even if the list- 
ed companies do not actually 
raise much of their net finance 
from issuing equities. 

These facts — the real ones, 
as opposed to the myths - are 
presented in a fascina ting paper 
written for Merrill Lynch by 
David Miles, Professor of 
Economics at Imperial Colle ge , 
London. They raise the 
prospect that the big adjustment 
to the single currency when 
Britain eventually joins will 
have to be made, not by a lag- 
gardly UK economy, but by 
badly performing German and 
French companies. And, if 
there is an adjustment, it could 
give a big one-off boost to the 
continental stock markets. 

Back to the figures first of all. 
Measured by market capitali- 
sation, the UK makes up a 
higher proportion of the value 
of Europe’s top 500 companies 
than any other counny, with 31 
per cent. By balance-sheet value 
of assets, it has 22 per cent just 
ahead of Germany and France. 
Drugs companies, banks, utili- 
ties, insurers and oil and gas 
producers are among the 
biggest companies. So it is 
groups such as Glaxo Well- 
come and BP, SmithKUae 
Beecham and BT. along with 
two Anglo- Dutch companies, 
Shell and Unilever, that make 
up the biggest elements of 
Britain's corporate might 

Looking at the corporate 
sector as a whole in each coun- 
try, there is no evidence of any 
significant difference in how net 
new finance for investment is 
raised. German companies ac- 
tually have the lowest share of 
debt to market capitalisation in 
Europe, and it is not signifi- 
cantly different from gearing in 
the UK, according to the sta- 
tistical tests. Germany’s big 
corporate bond market, which 
dwarfs the UK's, consists 99 per 
cent of asset-backed securities 
issued by banks. Bonds and 
bank loans are an insignifi cant 
source of funds outside die fi- 
nancial sector. 
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The reason the differences in 
equity versus bond financing 
turn out to be insignificant is that 
in all countries the corporate sec- 
tor uses internal funds, retained 
profits, to fund investment. In- 
ternal finance is hugely domi- 
nant. In the aggregate, funds 
raised externally are mntrfo wri 
more or less by the acquisition 
of financial assets, although of 
. course some individual compa- 
nies raise external funds and dif- 
ferent companies acquire the 
assets. These flows are what is 
mediated by the bond and eq- 
uity markets and the banks. 

So, over the years 1970-94, 
bank finance accounted for 
22.9 per cent of the net funds 
raised by 001x020/8 corporate 
sector, just higher than the 11.1 
per cent in the US, but lower 
than the 14.6 per cent in the 
UK. Japanese firms did raise 
more this way, at 26.7 per cent 
of total net finance. Both cor- 
porate Germany and Japan 
raise small amounts via equities, 
but corporate Britain and 
America repaid share capital to 
a small extent German firms 
made net repayments of cor- 
porate bonds. Only in the US 
did net bond financing amount 
to anything noticeable, at 15.4 
per cent of the total - presum- 
ably thanks to the junk bond 
era. The patterns have altered 
slightly in the 1990s. British 
companies have raised net 
equity financing and seen a fail 
in the share of funds internally 
generated. Bond financing has 
dropped off in the US, and bank 


financing in Japan, with the 
slack taken up by internal funds. 
But the overall picture remains 
a reality conforming not at all 
to stereotype. 

If countries are alike in bow 
they raise new finance, mainly 
by retaining profits, they differ, 
in the use to which they put that 
capitaL Professor Miles finds 
that on any measure of perfor- 
mance the Rhineland capitalists 
are the dullards. Whether mea- 
sured by earnings yield or return 
on assets, British companies 
have performed best since 1991, 
along with the Dutch, Irish and 
Swedish corporate sectors. Ger- 
many, France, Belgium and 
Austria have competed for bot- 
tom place. The return on assets 
in the UK at &23 percent from 
1991-96, was more than twice 
France’s 4.03 per cent, and 
much better too than Ger- 
many's 5.84 per cent The dif- 
ference might well reflect 
industrial structure, with Britain 
having more companies in the 
best-performing sectors such 
as utilities, retailing, leisure 
and drugs, and fewer in weaker 
performers such as cars and 
aerospace. If true, this expla- 
nation sheds an interesting light 
on the sale to foreigner of the 
British car industry. 

What does this myth-demo- 
lition imply for the future? The 
launch of the single currency is 
likely to trigger some significant 
restructuring, and the assump- 
tion has always been that be- 
cause Britain is so different 
from the continental economies, 


B ritain would have to adjust 
most But it might be that the in- 
troduction of the euro, and a 
genuine single market, delivers 
more of a jolt to Ranee and Ger- 
many. For example, the power- 
ful hoxne-countty bias in equity 
investment by the big institutions 
will diminish, arid funds will 
make allocations based on sec- 
tor or company comparisons 
but not on a national basis. The 
pressure will be for. the worse- 
performing companies to buck 
up their act The German and 
French and Belgian corporate 
sectors might tend to become 
more profitable. 

According to the paper, 
there will be a separate and 
enormous boos to the German 
st ode market At present, com- 
pany pension funds are heavily 
invested in their own company, 
but they will increasing^ di- 
versify to invest in other com- 
panies. It makes no sense 
anyway for workers’ pensions to 
be mainly invested in the com- 
pany for which they work, 
putting all their financial eggs 
in the one basket 

The idea of portfolio diver- 
sification is likely to catch on 
generally with continental 
funds. German companies will 
therefore lose an internal 
source of funds and will have to 
fill the gap externally, which 
could represent a huge boost to 
the stock market 

Thirdly, transactions costs in 
Europe's stock markets will 
probably converge on the 
cheapest - London's - under 
the euro. Other markets could 
sees fall of 10 to 2S per cent in 
dealing spreads. 

What it all adds up to is a 
boost for activity and share 
prices on the continental 
bourses during the first years of 
the single currency as the rest 
of Europe tries to catch up to 
Britain’s secret corporate suc- 
cess. Only a hardened Eun> 
phobe would see this as another 
reason for the UK to stay out- 
side the single currency, though; 
you can only keep ahead if you 
stay in the race. 
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looser “Give roe a year and we'll be flying 
Setf aid east's ctftf ystentay. 
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Former Abbey National manaj &<***£ 
Brown woke up to a pleasam surp nse 

-acheque for £25,000 for-blowrogthe^ 

tie” on fraudulent conduct by a senior director. 

Mr Browm who has sinoe left the ccmp^ 

received the unpuHicised and « nex P ect ®“S“ t 
after Mike Doyle, marketing servicestoc- 

tor. was jailed for eight years m Juty for de- 
frauding the bank of an estimated £lm. 

Mr Brown, who has since worked briefly 
for Volkswagen and the AA, said yesterday 
that be would spend his cheque on a back- 
packing journey around South America. 
“The money was quite unexpected I didn t 
do it for that," be said. 


Now here’s a piece of advice for anyone who 
is scared of flying— forget all that guff about 
hypnosis, chatting to the pilot en route or 
knocking back a couple of stiff drinks before 
getting on the plane. If you really want to rid 

yourself of your phobia once and for all, make 
sure your family has homes scattered all over 

Europe and then have a go at starting up your 
own airline company. 

Well that was certainly the tack chosen by 
S folios Haji-Ioannou, son of millionaire 
Greek shipping magnate Loncas Hqji-Ioan- 
uoo and founder of no- frills airline easyJet. 

“I was scared of flying when I was a young 
boy," he told me yesterday, “I think 1 got It 
from my mother.” But the frequent-flying 
young Mr Haji-Ioannou soon got over his 
fears. “I was flying very often," he said, “my 
famil y had homes all over Europe". 

So what does Mr Haji-Ioannou do when 
be isn’t starting up new easyJet routes — most 
recently Liverpool-Nice and Liverpool-Am- 
sterdam - or co-ordinating his campaign 
against any attempt by British Airways to 
launch a rival “no-frills" service - dubbed “BA 
Cheapo” by easyJet in a recent ad? Well, he 
fliess apparently. “I try and fly on easyJet 
about three or four times a week," he con- 
fided. “It’s the best way to find out what cus- 
tomers think.” He also tries to fly to his house 
in Nice as often as he can. 

Aside from flying, Mr Haji-Ioannou is also 
very fond of his boat, moored in Greece. 
There’s only one problem though - easyJet 
doesn’t fly to Greece. 

H I have to fly with the competition, un- 
fortunately,” he said. And bow does Mr Haji- 
Ioannou find his rival. BA? “Well, I interact 
a lot better with the pilots than the cabin 
crew,” he said. “1 frequently go into the cock- 
pit and have a good chat with the pilot.” 

It doesn’t look, however, as if Bob Ayling, 
head of BA, and friends will have the plea- 
sure of Mr Haji-Ioannou’s company on his 
trips back home to Greece for too much 


Chris Conway, head of Digital Equipment, 
to be picking up jobs at a fine old pace. 
Only a few weeks ago, Mr Conway started 
work as a noa-execurive director at Granville 
Holdings- And earlier this week it was an- 
nounced that the 53-yea r-oid IT chief was to 
sit on the board of Manchester-based Indus- 
trial services group, B rammer. It seems that 
ft ramme r hopes to benefit from Mr Conway’s 
experience of both product distribution and 
European business. 

Mr Conway’s first day at work at Bram- 
mer was on Tuesday. And bow was it, being 
the new boy on the block? “Fine,” he said, 
“very interesting.” There was a Brammer 
board meeting, apparently, much of which was 
spent discussing the French lorry drivers' 
strike. “The truck drivers look pretty deter- 
mined this time,” he noted. 

You wouldn’t think, on the face of ft, that 
the softly spoken Mir Conway had much in 
common with the 30-year-old colourful Mr 
Haji-Ioannou. But a love of boats, it seems, 
links the two. “I am a, keen leisure sailor," 
said Mr Conway yesterday. Mr Conway, un- 
like Mr Haji-Ioannou, does not have the 
dile mma of which airline to choose when he 
decides to take the boat out for the day - his 
boat is moored between Portsmouth and 
Southampton. 


Congratulations to Richard Eersley and 
Steve Wright equity strategists at BZW and 
now footsore members of the marathon run- 
ners dub. They both completed the course 
in New York last weekend, although Mr Ker- 
sley gamely admitted it looked touch and go 
before his wife kicked him round the last six 
miles or so. No such cajoling was required for 
Mr Wright, aka action man, who strolled 
round in under three hours, finishing around 
600th out of 30,000. 

Both are now limbering up for the possi- 
bly more aiduouscfaaUenge of iadividaal inter- 
views with their new paymasters at Credit 
Suisse. It remains to be seen whether Barclays’ 
promise to match the charity fund-raising ef- 
fort pound for pound (liability, about £2,000) 
will be assumed by BZW’s new owners. . 


fas 4 


f or 


th 


***ZZ"~ * 
?*£>*** r* 


a.:- *• \ 






1 

3. :0>- 


*?■- 

Vi**— 




■tiff**.- ** “ 




\u^* 

•• — * 




to 


j 12.30 TfcSSW 

ItjDODccByr-s 

Jl_3Qfci=.::er 


Foreign Exchange Rates 



SterCng 



OoUor 



O-Marfc 

Country 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 

UK 




05964 

06972 

05988 


Austrafia 


228 W 

23766 

L 4216 

14220 

14232 

s 



20320 

20259 

12 X 36 

12336 

12.132 




58 . 4 T 1 

S 3 060 

35540 

35483 . 

35366 

rirrrT 

Canada 


26396 

23204 

13894 

13973 

13932 

E 3 v 

DainiarK 


10 S 72 

1091 ) 

85630 

65528 

65332 


14 S 38 

14604 

14535 

13455 

13465 

U 489 


Finland 

8&940 

86649 

06128 

53851 

51750 

51577 

$Av 


9682 

0650 

9590 

577 V 

57836 

5»29 



2 B 3 K 

28823 

20647 


17214 

17155 



45255 

46638 

46369 


27800 

27750 



0305 

13013 

13092 


77/20 

72400 


ketod 


WC 2 

11079 


15082 

15073 




282 at 

28243 

16873 

*880 

16912 

52 E 



20831 

20268 

123.16 

122 JS 2 

12149 

7 X 416 



55317 

55632 

A 7 .’ 7 i 

33038 

33315 

19106 

Meacn 




ES 

10404 


47288 


32596 


Wi i ■ 


13273 

New Zealand 

26819 




15309 

KSS 

03825 


1 



jircv. 

USSR 



Portugad 

SaucfiArabe 





175 B 5 


W 10 B 



Sri 

37516 


awa 

Snmpore 

SoffiiAfrtea 





15755 

45645 


KgjW 

Spain 




.'.iri 

14550 



0616 




zset 

ES 

M - I'M 


VK-i'.m 



TT 1 ' 

14037 

13947 

■ i B 

US 




BM 





Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Argentina 

Brad 

Chha 

Czech Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hwgary 

Ma 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Wgana 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterfing 

Dollar 

167 B 7 

ioooo ; 

Oman 

06455 

03860 

16504 

11036 | 

Pakistan 

73681 

44050 

•obbt 

HSapg 

mt *»9 

58586 

35000 

55335 

32682 

Poland 

57798 

34470 

58830 

53958 

Qatar 

£1042 

35405 

370 

224 

Russia 

98710 

5 B 87 D 

32765 

W 54 I 

South Korea 

16132 

862.6 

00783 

36250 

Tawan 

91057 

30450 

56003 

33400 

Thaland 

85 BQ 

39250 

05081 

06090 

Torreay 

300188 

63800 

tine 

81800 

UAE 

6679 

30725 


! Interest Rates 








UK 

Germany 

US 


Japan 


I Base 700 % Dtecount 

250 % Prime 

850 % Discount 

050 % 

1 France 

Lombard 

450 % Dtecount 

500 % Belgium 


I Intervention 330 % Canada 


FedFuxto 559 % Dtecount 

275 % 

Italy 

Prime 

525 % Spain 


Central 

330 % 

Discount 625 % Discount 

375 % TQ-d Ropo 500 % SwflzertalKl I 

} Netherlands 

DaniMric 

Sweden 


Discount 

100 % 

SpAduance 330 % Dtecount 

350 % Bap 0 (te 8 ) 410 % Lomba/d 

383 % 

Bond Yields 









Country 3 mill 

JSS. 


_^SL 

2 ju_ 

-* 3 - 

5 JL_ 


10 yr 


Australia - 

QUO 

460 

001 

507 

000 

566 

-001 

&w 

-003 

BotgiuTi 362 

QUO 

420 

002 

441 

006 

518 

004 

577 

003 

Canada 364 

-QD 3 

421 

-004 

446 

-002 

507 

-002 

557 

-001 

ECU 463 

001 

481 

001 

472 

001 

525 

O 0 S 

579 

001 

France 000 

000 

388 

004 

451 

031 

504 

005 

554 

003 

Germany 370 

001 

408 

Q 02 

434 

005 

516 

005 

562 

003 

Italy 602 

003 

560 

000 

557 

003 

576 

003 

623 

001 


-002 

044 

000 

050 

000 

no 

-002 

178 

-002 

Manda 356 

Off! 

4 J 0 

002 

438 

003 

508 

004 

550 

002 

Span 485 

-001 

4 B 5 

001 

495 

004 

544 

004 

605 

004 

Sweden 421 

001 

483 

004 

5 M 

005 

537 

005 

643 

003 

Stand 169 

002 . 

JW 

004 

201 

000 

263 

000 

301 

001 

UK 655 

ooo 

752 

005 

664 

MU 

6.73 

003 

659 

005 

US SO 

0.14 

514 

■001 

571 

■001 

583 

000 

599 

-002 

Money Market Rates 








Oratight 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

Yyrar 


BU Otter 

ad Otter 

BU 

Otter 

Bid Offer ad Otter 

BU Ottw 

DssaryBfe 




ASS 

BBS 

695 BBS 




Domestic Depos 

7 S 

731 

739 731 

72 S 

731 

734 741 

741 

747 750 758 

EutHtartig OBps 

725 

725 

725 731 

726 

734 

738 744 

744 

750 

rao 75 S 

ESgUs Bank Bite 




705 

699 

70 704 

732 

704 


StertingCOs 




729 

723 

736 728 

740 

732 746 740 

EusdotarCCs 




555 


572 

577 



EOJ Deposits 




444 

456 

450 463 

453 456 



www.bloomberg.com 


Source: Bloomberg 


LHTe Financial Futures 

Contract Setttemont 


High 


Low 


Est floor 
volume 


i „ass 


Long tat 


Dec -97 


1*34 


1*41 


1*25 


9484 


*4209 


Dec-97 

«44 

®254 

12235 

112639 

255814 

MnrtmHG 

*085 

*075 

U5D 

*33 

*34 

* 

DeO-37 

TT72H 


_ 

_ 

_ 

AUnWtni ABoy 

1488 

1*93 

600 

1493 

1496 

* 

Deo-07 

ItlTf 

ttt83 

1tU6 

28730 

1Q672 

Oipp«A 

*76 

*77 

600 

*90 

*91 

8 

DoC-07 

13070 

13080 

13070 

1449 


Land 

588 

5® 

-7D0 

600 

601 

-7 

DOC-07 

9259 

9250 

9258 

20368 

133348 

NfeM 

8090 

8*0 

ooo 

6*0 

6*5 

9 

Marie 

S253 

925S 

9252 

003 

1*440 

Tin 

5505 

5605 

ooo 

5500 

5595 

■W 

Dec-07 

9622 

9624 

9621 

35539 

308004 

Zinc 

1217 

*1B 

-1450 

1237 

1238 

-* 


Mar -96 

3 Mtti Euraba Doo 07 
Maugn 

3 Utb Ewoyen Deofi 7 
3 Mth Eummtee Dec -97 
Mar -95 

3 Mth ECU Deo -07 

ltar-98 

FTSE100 Doc-97 


S5M 

9368 

M42 

8848 

0794 

87.78 

9537 

9527 

482500 


8590 

8871 

9446 


8594 

9368 

8442 


33788 

*478 

TO3 


317830 

109950 

*7029 


S7S7 

8778 

9588 

9530 

40B7DQ 


9733 

8B5 

9537 

9527 

488700 


5395 

6240 

350 

178 

1*23 


78*8 

sites 

9562 

6505 


Lrffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SnmemrtPriGK 480830 

No* Dm 

Can Pitt 
371 M3 
334 156 

302 178 
272 197 


Series Call j gW Put hwpVol 

4850 278 38 68 30 

4900 3*0 36 83 37 

4850 204 35 87 37 

5000 171 36 118 36 


Jm Mi 

Call Put C— Put 

4* 178 457 *6 

377 195 427 Z* 

350 2M 396 237 

321 Z3& 370 260 


Energy 

Brunt Crvdeft/barreJ) Gas oflfS/torvM) WT1 CmdefMwrret) ProductafS'tonrw) 
IPE IMP Chq Vot TO Ctoaa Q* W NW latf* dig Spot C1F NW Eur 

Nw *78*78 *066 Nw 17975 -125 £36 Doc 206* -007 Gra*w95 20000 

Dec 1 *63 00) 375* Dec *Q75 -mo 3881 jot zobo -oat n^mm orao 

Jan *73 007 9900 JOT *150 -100 1735 Feb 2035 -004 QasS *300 

Mar 2060 00« RMjgj&SMfc *800 


Commodity Indices 


Gottman Sachs 


xc 330pm 


hdex 



Latest Unit Trust Prices 


Buy W 


M 


Hut ym 


Buy w 


«iS» 


TMsOmL- 

AnwfcanGraagy 

Sbs 

GMMlfMo 

Orator Buna 
Ml Grow* 


MonWy ticorrq 

Kb***"®' 


UK EaJty Siteguaiti 
l*i 


K39SS 


us 


AXA Equity fcUwU.de 


39007 27978 000 

SB 853 5J5X 

com aa» 

90® *322 2J1 

2233 2300 OJ6 

22350 3*SM OOO 
1806* *067 000 

10.70 1330 OOOX 

4117 *393 oral 

068 13211 000 

494 522 5* 

*922 WUS 247 
1757 525 

*912 WS29 OOO 
7735 8272 0A3X 

- 2348 *00 


a 


Corpus, 

izkszzT' S3 as §§ 

erilExod 11280 H8B0 23Z 

j& Jj? 3f 

CBtn/fiUtottoo Kjf* *5“ wo 

GlobdOppe 1*30 11730 030 

HtfihcEc ram J** 

S&!“ ,ne ^ 

3f a 86 5 

UKOwtnkiC . . . 3S720 




Property 

Trusma 

Growth Fund* UK 


GfWth Acc 
Sit* Costa: 
So* Cos W; 


America _ 
ArasneandBC nytec 
Japan tec 
Japan he 
-Upon '3pec SSS 

WfcrtJiw* 
B«tqs 


£3 

S8S 


7862 

8479 

4 SB 

BZ«7 

B7T3 

153 

10180 

10630 

221X 

BS20 

S6830 

tea 

SZ40 

<■0750 

1WK 

state 


S2S 

77UO 

yogan 

taz 

mao 

WTO 

150 

13650 

13*30 

184 

5*680 

58150 

153 

s 

S& 

53* 

23* 

» . 

•x&n 

29690 

Dint 

can 

wan 

(WO 

-0230 

neuo 

ooo 

■mm 

107W 

OOO 

408 

BOSS 

008 

2TU0 

jwn 

0* 


■ ItorcMIiK 


hbgti heenta me 2S?« 

Mtiramdjiara 
MwMJwiSfcWeonie 4E20 
MUrogM Owlt) *4*4/. 

Bardffi Global In yM gafW* 
TO Boa * 8 »i? 5 S 0 S^?* ,G 

Brofcerfr»e WW HI HO 


5009 

48071 

4857 


730 

710 

450 

050 


wm 


WOTi 


I az» aZ7P 536 

KB* 17X20 423X 

6267 (W m 

I M 9B89 0230 STS 

UO Bfl70 S3E 


Growth Pmufa-UK 
UKQnwnti 90250 53460 UO 

1 SS 8 SSS % 

24300 one 

EaassnFS' 

Ena 0171 TS2 1450, DssBmt 0071 214 H704 
EnStamOowfi TOKJ -JS340 0 00 

Ainaricm Sm* Cos tksso hk2Q dw 

0330 20770 030 


EmnMdsEx 

bmpiFWIK 


£2 


72.71 oast 
" 40QX 


a 


m. 


aobatBrnd ■ 
□tabal atxrti 


■ Qkwlh 


WBJ *90 
17G50 040 
54W TflOX 


RxtUoAcc 

ftrtfesanc 
&*»ct Hfcraajare 
utr-- 


UKOkwOi 4 Inc 


US 

390*0 200 

tBt40 20 0 

Eg 5S JS 

30*7 8138 4^1 

1*70 12890 19<W 


m 


OsnnMwfi 7370 
TMenOT PrwuWMrt Unit Trv* 1 
Untorl Wnsdom Hs^CWsSc. 

715878 


CepQ»8*a3nc 

CapMiOwIt 

gowSpQwlhi 


MOD 


MfiOO 260 

0780 280 

WO BO » 057X 

WZflO BUD a» 

13*90 14330 380 

W80 15730 38B 


Anar Sr* Cos 
Amman 
American tec 
axkbi Gwth 
ABanOwOi Acc 


&n*yAcc 


22880 

7635 

BS57 

*130 

*aiD 

43t* 

48120 


3*4* 

BUB 

8096 

20400 

2000 


Eupfl Bwrtitec 
Incoma 
hconsAR 


*5* 

*U3 

36230 

39700 

7033 


WBond 
hit Bond tec 


raw 

C29D 

5S44 

*100 


52380 

OBflB 

G7B80 

WO 

EK70 

3B640 

42340 

7501 

27220 

13170 


OOO 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

OOP 

IBM 

10m 

290 

280 

OOO 

aoo 


444 

144 

M4 


339 






eu6 KuN omit 
W 120 *320 000 

BATS 0043 480 C 


17B50 SOW Q32X 
mso *050 oxx 




SSSSSteS®. 


7821 0342 SEX 


sox 


Ace 
1 Abc 

UK Grown toe aaoo an 

For Gmetx (John) ttak teMnn 
ptasa sea ttader AUB CowtUnltTn 
ftSSCUnH Treat I 4w» g« w wi t tjd 

iSstMs 




UK 
UC 

ii.„. 

VtekMde 
nbr*Md*Acc . 

Uordf BmfclMt Treat* 

ManiKbatten Hcmw. Chatham, 

St%^ldSw.O-*l1iwMp4^^ 

B-anc * d ttmo ’Abo 

8342 mm 
*120 *B0O 
35340 3X80 

mm *» 3 oo 
«0 1SESB W™ 

s3s jm m 


CwffiwpsGacs 


^hCOTDteC 


300 

300 

ODD 

000 

OSS 


find 

GwtfiPOnfcto 
* fM 
Mm Acc 


Bur w 


Base date 

Last 

Cbg 

%chg 

31 Dee 

%chgYTD 

* 70=100 

20600 

021 

a* 

2*26 

-477 

* 70=100 

23947 

134 

052 

23123 

356 

* 83*100 

7 B 36 

■QB 

■ 0 .* 

0586 

-757 

* 77 = TO 

*981 

000 

000 

*879 

060 

* 70 = BO 

178 70 

-009 

-005 

*103 

■645 

* 73-100 

40648 

0 * 

003 

46354 

-1188 

BW 

Bor 

Fan 


EM 

Bit YU 


Industrial Metals 

LHE (SAmw) 


Cash 


«5S_ 


3 month 


Cbg LME»lPct» Chg 


47100 

346175 

1B600. 

68792 

9880 

466075 


-280 

975 

-75 

-66 

-740 

5D0 


Precious Metals 


pm ffat/S par oz 


Meartt 

■«a. 


pm fix/£ per 


Years 


Coins (S] 


Yaart 

— 25L 


Ptattun 40650 -150 2550 Ptsttrun 24260 0* 1005 Kmgtamfe 37135 -6866 

AMatfun 27000 WO 8375 PBtaJUn «t5Z 017 5362 Sous 73.G 

Shier 465 001 002 Star 269 001 -004 Notes 39505 

Gte 3050 -166 -6450 Uapia Leaf 32656 -65 l* 


Agricultural 


Cocoa 
LITE eftorna 
0ecS7 *4200 
MarBO *7000 
May9B KB7D0 
VW: 8712 

WlAeSugat* 
LITE Sltnc 
DecS7 3*00 
Marge 3620 
tey9B 3*00 
Yob 3025 


Coffee 
LITE Moms 
MavST 153300 
Jan98 65100 
Maim 66400 
VOt 10309 
RraJgm 
LITE pt 
0097 

Nov97 5272 DO 
Janae *4500 
Vot 13S 


Barley 

UFFE CAcnrw 
NtwflT 7690 
Janse 7950 
Mas9B 3200 
Vot 3 

Wheat . 
UTE tlbn 
NovBT 8300 
JBT6S 8500 
Mai9Q 8700 
Vofc 348 


Potatoea 


* nScBOpw 

Lqo Pntatoea 




{mussel:-il 


E0« 

S^-S a -.-- 

• 

•-r-- : ' 

1 1 ;: : r - ? 






.»FA.rL^:- 
uM®Bs:rsr'ri «■*.- 


:: . 


12.30 






Other Softs 


UFFE E/tame 

HA 

S2ah0 


N0V97 

4000 

Nov97 

72050 

- T- . ' 

Matte 

8200 

Fabte 

72SOO 

^ I. - »• 

Ante 

12750 

AfXte 

72950 

-*a 

Vot 

Com* 

307 

Vot 

Soya 

0 

leans" 


CSCJT CentsJbcH 

C801 

»UM 

[TSo: suppc^ 

D«S7 

28100 

NCW87 

2300 

Mate 

29050 

JanSS 


r~~-- ad a€5 vmi 

MaySB 

29676 

Mate 

onart 


Vot 

0 

V&fc 

727 

. r~- =i» fo -r • 


Dec Uvb Cailla (CME) SMOK b 
Feb PorfcBeSas (Ctffi)S/40kb 
Jan Orange Jtice fCTN) 5/15h b 
Dec Wk (CSC! S/SQkb 

Dec GUs {CET)05ktx* 

Jan Rax (WCE) S/20tn 


68721 

63.70 

75A31 

122S 

15825 

331001 


aMopn 

Dec WWe Mate OAF) awo mt 1Q2Q 
Nw Rubber fTCMJY/Skkn 94* 
DSC Cottorl lCTN)J*Dfcb 7238 
Nw Crude Palm (KLQS/25tn *0Q£» 
Dec Soya Ol fffiDSTeokfe 25^ 
New WooSenYam (TCM) S/S0C*cq 125500 


75630 06490 032 

TO 00 TOW flJOT 

12250 tarca afir 
60600 7D860 3flHX 

79050 33040 398 


M Am* & Son Acc 
NA mr&Qanlne 
HAraS«rt 5 ortH 8 etec 
NAoiSnCbalAKbc 


1U20 2* 

37630 Quo 

92630 OOO 
2Sa9Q 000 
aiso ODD 


Spice Girls ; ^ 

to play for 
Mandefa ’ Y 


-It I.-)-': SI J + 7 .S 1 . 0 -r 


WHILE WE READ 
THE NEWS 

YOU READ THE PRICES 


Available on cable 
and satellite 0300 731 99 66 


Bloomberg 

TELEVISIONS# 


ht^x//wwwi>kXJrrt&org.cam 


Oat 


Incarnate: 
jBWfcw#’ 
japan gmi tec 

■tsstorTme 

MMWTfuMteC 


72090 3D1X 

mwa afli 


®aa» 

7501 B209 000 

7MB saa OOO 
IS* B05B 114 
8890 808 m 



*010 *160 
azoo 20450 
*490 aOM 

114M CON 

S420Q SnBQ 
?Bt« BBtSO 
OB£0 21120 




*840 

TZ7SC 


380X 

158| 


IK 

LK OmwDi Aee 

39690 *1330 035 
HTMOTQwtflMe 67530 5000 035 

Sarno g l Buen ipt UmbrnOa 7>mt 

SoOTOTtee 91 ^ 2B17D 27270 1A4X 

%% IS? §SS£ 

IKEQJtytec 305BO 30320 12M 

rtothAmaitetoitai soaai mm qtik 


DaaBag, OSH 


i Fond Manager! La) 

«S 0 &** 


9SU 


teeiicanttanAec 

AnwlcwiOateiiK 

Sr 

c«ii Ace 


Owft ACC 
Cheffi Vic 


w 


tamos Bow 
ndOraw* 


Sffi- 


OIotWAcl 

Nardtani Rod, IMt TVum Ln) 


srag ooax 

6736 DOCK 
H24S ns 08 sat 

BTO3 60CB 631 X 

7MB 7230 631 X 

12233 mm 244 

to ?an odd 

ooa 0482 15 B 

M83 27631 101 

*046 *037 

*032 17249 1B4X 

4034 *T9t 51B 

6U* 5440 502 

3S044 35163 2J73X 

0131 MtUE 436 

«76 4649 000 

*049 *756 196 

2BO0 2WS QUO 

1045 004 OB 

BITS 0833 0* 


Concre, Gcnfera, 
4E7 INC 


ss s 

11787 12132 43QX 

0739 V&)3 490 

*4005 HH96 177X 
*202 *049 390 

39100 34333 OSi 



1tt35 4WX 

*3® 

0361 0540 OHO 

4903 5DB1 t71 

6052 S221 75GX 

20096 3*06 030 

B7S3 0102 142 


*■ hufarSacaritlaLU 
Wl w a M ^tonfait gewit HWI : 


W 775 




Commodiiy 

Enwonotofaw 


e>r in 

2S 


Rn5 


Far EaapnQw ffi 
nrEcaamSnOai 

Renew SeeTB 


3*30 Qaax 
0464 000 


7575 


(tali 

m 

Uah Ametee 
UatBrtund 
Pjerte &M tvOwii 
PwMiMiylnc 


*«83 

ns 




43140 134 

5135 OOO 

53340 191 

9230 629X 

C4B0 486 
2S90 a7TX 
0160 000 
to* 000 
cum 



_ 

**X 360 
3564 022 

64]£[ US 
SS» 070 
39280 » 


2830 aao 
Crn^forth Sdrfcjj, FX5 *ZD 


a a s 

QUO 


EC2M 4HR 

ES&amd 


mar* 

*046 ima, 461 



6120 
1W405 

|jtata?lAtMc TWrara® 770 
5077 


jncan BAQaanagatoc 
«■»(«« n so 

« e na 

■B n C 5O0B 




sasa^ 


na 


gi es? 

*0177 


OtwrtetBiiopeBdtoc 

tixcpvmn 

Euppaantoe 

EtanjXAo: 




u3?3a« 

.HSS"S°*tec 
t«S«i Online 

Wrafe Direct — ■ — - 

EmStSb — — — I - 


4050 __ 
4 2070 034 

40840 OB4 
XXUC £78 
2WIM ZJB 
94B 054 

054 
raea ooo 

?On5 6336 nnrt 
|*84 B883 000 

0242 sex Jhsq 
6K0O QflO 
3BIB0 3S9Ag nin 

SS S 32 421 

rmS. *21 

*877 700 
££*5 Big 730 

zaog ooo 
SSL mb 

*5 sal o» 

«« ^ w 


TViiTCwc; , ... .. 

r-<— . - 
ar'.L'j.. 


V. n'lir ; . 4 ', 
’cl 

-V 'V: ‘ 

.i ’ -.v.c; . . 


-ffi ’-ii&sij- ~ 
‘.rw m - - 
•• •’ - ■•j-.-c: ? 


E; -3 =«• . 


ra 




I aeteS-'*-- • ■ 
SSST??.*- 
:: 


fe-c- - .. 




* w« S 


9033 

16680 

1*071 


Si 78 

X 


jg towe -SJS* 

PFBOKkltaTtato*. §34 |g 


« ccrract 


*»■_. 

TOr«bftjn.«cBp, ana 
ontatoa » 


- .. 


i. 


-assspccs* 


• a. 




ft?. 




•&rg; J -. ..r. 

A*.. *43>5 




iv 




5^1 

life? 


sS.'w; 


1 


J~ - 


















JT fNT 




fi 


29/RACING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
6 NOVEMBER 1997 




’ENDEn t 

fRJD^y 

BER 1997 


Fast talking is easy 
for the Village voice 




Tom Durkin’s unique 
commentaries have 
enlivened every 
Breeders* Cup meeting, 
even though he has 
required hypnosis to 
conquer his nerves. His 
training for the big day 
13> excludes alcohol, but as 
Richard Edmondson, in Los 
Angeles, discovers the 
post-race ritual makes 
up for the abstinence. 


"We're not the same in Euro- 
pean and American racing but 
nowhere is the difference quite 
so pointed than in the technique 
of race commentary. Britain has 
Peter O’Sullevan, who employs 
pauses so protracted that you 
sometimes wonder if he has 
popped down to the village 
shop for a jar of chutney. His 
/[ counterpart over the pond is 
iTbm Durkin, who can hold his 
’ breath as long as a sperm whale 
and deliver the contents of an 
entire dictionary before you can 
say “down the stretch they 
come”. 

Durkin. 45. the former har- 
ness-racing announcer at the 
Meadowlands track in New 
Jersey, was just be ginning to get 
a television break when he was 
called up for 'the inaugural 
Breeders’ Cup here at Holly- 


wood Park in 1 984. He has not 
missed one since. 

The man from Chicago al- 
ways changes his diet in the au- 
tumn to salubrious foodstuffs 
and alcohol-free beverages. 
Come Breeders’ Cup time he 
has a six-pack stomach, though 
his natural bear-size physique 
makes it appear the six have 
been sent down the throat into 
his tummy. “I just like to feel 
good physically before I do the 
show, but I do have a vexing 
problem with my weight,” he 
said yesterday. “1 just try to do 
the right dung for a while.” 

On his very first call at the 
Breeders’ Cup, Durkin though 
it had been his luck to com- 
mentate just at the same tim e 
as an earthquake struck Ingle- 
wood. His binoculars started to 
shake violently. Then he re- 
alised the tremor was being 
caused by his hands, ft is odd 
to consider that this most flu- 
ent of performers almost had 
to be led away a jibberiog 
wreck at one stage, that his ca- 
reer was rescued from tension 
by hypnosis therapy. “1 still get 
pretty nervous, but only to the 
point where it is a good thing, 
because it’s a problem when 
you’re not a little nervous," he 
said. “There’s a lot of people lis- 
tening out there and it’s very 
easy to make a mistake." 

Durkin did get through that 
first Breeders’ Cup and re- 
warded himself with a beer at 


the nearest outlet. In his smog 
of relief, Durkin left his binoc- 
ulars at the door with two nice, 
young men who were wearing 
earplugs. They explained they 
would soon have to leave as 
they were looking after some- 
one in the room, Gerald Ford, 
President of the United States. 
Our man looked up to find 
Frank Sinatra, Fred Astaire 
and Cary Grant also in his 
close proximity. 

If by Breeders' Cup day he 
is the mild-mannered racecaller 
Tbm Durkin, our commentator 
becomes the city’s unbridled 
carouser by night. He may not 
have had a drink for several 
weeks, but be appears to log . the 
missed ones and work through l 
them all diligently on that Sat- 
urday night each year. The 
Durkin post-Breeders'-Cup 
party is an extraordinary func- 
tion that makes ah Oliver Reed 
bash sombre by comparison. 

The commentator and bis 
college Mends dress up on 
stage as the Village People 
(our man as Sitting Bull) and 
deliver YMCA. They touch 
and revere the icons collected 
from previous Breeders’ Cups: 
posters and something which 
resembles a gold tablecloth. 
Tbm’s buddy, Grubby, is turned . 
upside down and carried above 
the shoulders until he is Danc- 
ing On The CeOiog, which is the 
Lionel Ritchie ditty playing at 
the time. Durkin himself does 



Michael Scoute leads Singspiel out for some track exercise at Hollywood Park 


Photograph: Harry How /Allsport 


a phantom race call, which is ah 
ways won by Ibogfa Betty, the 
horse named after his 82-year- 
old mother. And they drink. 

To close the show, Tom 
Durkin skates across a polished 
floor on his tummy, like a 
penguin sliding down an ice 
floe on its way into the ocean. 
It is believed that Peter O’Sull- 
evan performs a somewhat 
different eriL 


French blockade causes a Destiny re-think 


The French lorry drivers’ dis- 
pute is causing major problems 
for British trainers organising 
travel arrangements for their 
runners in France this week. Pfe- 
ter Chapple-Hyam’s Victory 
Note and Brian Meehan’s 
Stone Of Destiny, the two 
British acceptors for the Cri- 


terion) de Maisons-Laffitte to- 
morrow, are now doubtful run- 
ners for the Group TWo event 
Because of the blockade 
connections have been forced 
to search for alternative means 
of transport with little success. 
“We considered flying but 
fligh it are at a premium, if we 


did go across in a horsebox we 
could be stuck on the side of the 
road for days," a spokeswoman 
for Chapple-Hyam said. 

And a spokeswoman for 
Meehan said: “We’ve decided 
not to go. MAFF (Ministry of 
Agriculture] are advising peo- 
ple not to travel to Fiance.” 
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1 £30 Thatched 

1.00 Doc Ryan’s 
1.30 Kilcullen 

2.00 Glass River 


HYPERION 
230 Salska 

3.00 Forzafr 

330 Chocolate Box 

4.00 Alpine Hideaway .(nb) 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Round cotrsa - inside: sMgfrt course - tar side 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low tor Sk Htfi from 7T to 41 

• Right-hand oral corns with tight tuns-Tho 51 cons Is ora of fastest In tha country 

• Cons 6 5m E ot Ec&itxrgh on Al Bub Me from Ectobutfi starion 5m. ADHESION: 
Club EC; Tattersate Efi (OAPs and unernptoyed £3). LM6s fre* CAR PARK: Frae. 

• LEADING 7TUUN0TS (HVE-YEAftflECOHDJ.- J Barry —38 wfcnars Iron VS nmm 

gives a success ratio o( 204%; U Johnston 20 front 126 HmH Rnaley 14 from 

94 (M9K); M Channon T) from 37 {27%). 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: K Dsriny 42 wins horn 204 rides gnat ■ success itete of 200* 
J CanoO 25 from 175 (R3%); J Fortune 20 from 158 fr27%); G DofBakt B from 71 (2U%) 

• FAVOURITES: 209 wins Sr 479 races {436%). 

BUNKERED FIRST THE: Mazead (vtsored). Forest Robin (1220); Wred torture (Morsdl 
Tbm 030); OBwts (220): Gold Cflppar (300) 


OLIVER HOMES NOVEMBER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£10,000 added 2m Penalty Value £7,298 

2098 SHONARAS WAY p«06) (Aire GUnrta) P Itorarifi BtOD 0 

Q2600 SEA VICTOR (V) (D) (J Oteid Abel) J L Itenfc 5 9 8 DsanHeKaoan 8 

323S0 HBt£COI*5«WEflfl)fC0) (H8Huk«nsan}WSfflw595 JFEgnU 

52541 MCH0LFFTYm|JndBB(fcCfaM11»tta3»5Pa4 0 

OVW cursors? !M KM UHwiracnd7B? JCM13 

55502 SALSKA (7) (D) (PLCBfen) AStoeter680 LNwMlO 

T0JOO THE BUTTBffflCK ND (7} (Q (R Ctunfcfln) R Ftewy 4 8 0 RNMonP)7 

23025 GOLD DB£S (21} (BF) (Ncrt-gSa Lodge ftechg) M EHttsh 7 B 0 -0 Uemagh (1) 13 

560020 ALPtNEHWTHSI{3^(PDSAfl)lftsMFtoMlfiy48't1 : KDwtoft? 

0560 CHU&EKS CHOICE (3 (tyfUsAVtOnv^ WlAss 
1GB30 GOLDBI HADES (22) 

0610 THEME AflEHA (13) (D) (A Sctatai) U Pips 4 8 7 1 J4 Henry (3)4 V 

30533 ALL ON (13) (C) pi fkftwrtao) J Itefwion 6 8 7. fl Rhmcti (3) 11 


5-00 TABBY (5) peosOtEp* Pjrtsnl%pQByK6loray4a5. 
43060 fC)?mBW»ICnTDpT7>(C)jDC*tetsr* JGckfc483- 
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-T7 ( 
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i O oft l LADBROKE ON-COURSE HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DIV 
<4,JU I I) £5,000 added 1m Penalty Value £3,136 
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WW H HAzm)(8}(UraLAWkiifo)P&Bm4 93 

434000 MONACO(1S)(taiRRwiigBn)RAten382_ 
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nnwM Tie BARNSLEY BSiEW (KlUynel) JLEyjs 485 

500000 SKFORUKX(Z3)(C){lAsJUcf«J}«>-te*J^DNDten583 
400004 THATCHED (9} (CD) (CWLteynod) H B*r7BQ_ 
-Hdadnwf- 
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BETTING: 4-1 AJMrtd.MA«terefc Storm. 6-1 I&MMbsimzs . 7-1 Km AfctM Thaictisd. 12- 

1 Fwsst Rohtn, 14-1 Rssntaa assn, Uonseo, SbMsIwj The Bsa^ Brfs, 16-1 ottas 
1 096: Searabm 6 0 0 J Rrt« IM (S IWtansO tkwn f«? H ran 

FORM GUIDE 

thatched won at ftedcar at the and of test amaa and went ctoss >naws«iM«y 
thfafrne round. flrashtofl fourth fl»2S behind &Wtetft FMnswy Jsdi toydnon aBed- 
Timurtiv arsl Thstehod corid sssly be n the shato-up here. Fifth to Gif Shss . 

but craramrato «n set. 

Court et Nottogham on Morata* wM» Serthatay carft 

FUte Johnson Houghton. 

SUPPORTERS CARE HANDICAP (CLASS F} (W I) SSJOBO 

added lm4f Penalty value £3^14 

StASHBl JACK {220 (QCTdCCHtntfRfWwyafl g - — R NtoMeWg 


BETTING: 5-1 Thnae Artna,«-1 Sea Wt*^8-T OutMt, ifr-1 So Wo. tay, Srtn— no. 13-1 Han 
CMasIMi^WcMfl^; OoWUaaira, AB Oo. 14-1 atom 
19B«LMi1tom MM 3 8 6 J Quin 8-1. (J Gdd4 Gmi (T1| 17 isn 
FORM GUIDE ‘ 

Northsre UoA> was contoa beck tforis brook whan he non sl SomtwwB in February 
and Nrit bedy hsndtsppod ao he mat hnn e chance oftoiowkig up loot yeart sm. 
Hdl have to be fi(Mlng fit. though, end ALL ON is joet ons of amtent sKeratMa. The 
mom, who sen twtaa^ wdor Royston Flranch In the aprha has come back from a break 
in good shape and vrii be suited by the longer Xnp tolowhg harthW to Br-torm Jmah 
■ Dancaoter. Jamh want an to defy a peraky at Natifetfaon, whore Soisfca Ifetohad 
oacoid end The Buttanofck Kid orgWi- SoWob pravkxa race was too CeearewNct* h 
sSSch sho SrWwd baHnd Sea Victor and Hare Comae Hartita, both capofalo ot go*a 
cfassharatfonyshora near ftairtMotHadigmarteofteWhnofc fc o ral M X fl i g lni n Thame 
Arena Snished only srrantti id WNtBchapetaTtevAurY. but she won «b out o( Ihte hand- 
leap and iNa is mors hsr lovnL Outeot won In good ayte at Rodcar and thereb noma- 
eon why he shouidnl make No presence left on toe nst again. "The dher laat-timeout 
wimer is Mctiol FHIk perhaps batter oat shorter dsancss but whose lounh to Heart 
Of Goto at Ajrr (tn 71} atowa ha stye quite wo* Unrjf had CUdranV Gbatoa back h 
nfcith whan nmanuplo Ordained at Newmarkat but the 12 furtanga of that race waanT 
enough of a stamha tost lor the Mmaon mare. Satacrlon: ALL ON 

SUPPORTERS CARE HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV U) £5^00 
l J - w l added 1m 41 Penalty Value £3,194 
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0006 P^rODAYpO) (CD) (John LHttooyd) J L^ira680 
000000 NOTSnON(17)(JHCha(re^D£3te»ton37 0 
■000BS JBL1ARB9R pn) (MaG8Rees) JHW*aon4 7'tl 
440200 GOLD CUPFSI (30} (PEAm^ Allans 70 

UrirmeBwtsgtcTsnab. TMtwndkxpweiglteokiapparTUIb, 

BETTBKfe 3- HMtr al n Nor , 7-2 Vhtoae Ho— .11-3 FwaH UNnwcrSi. 1»2'Hwoon Tina. 7-1 Fora^ 

•■1 TkkaNne, 1M Urn Preset, Faap 0 Q« 16-1 often 
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P * tfcision at Newcastte (toutotothe 


FORM GUBJE 

WeJcome Home is back on turf after cominB good ^ a lEiUiong hancicaponfMshor- 
hamptorte Ftemeand and S wl ba honasUng to aae 8 the torekm tactlca w eff agate. 
VWccma Horns could maka Wa a atamta teat end TYCOON TINA haa a bo to prove 
whan it comes toMyinnihiB trp. She tr«* be wonh iteWng. though, beoauee aha teams 
up nato with John BmmhA on board wwr the % iwn over a nia here in May. 1Ja»on 
TM w« hara » atey every yard, baesuoa if MUooms Home dwwrt taroa toe pace; Raep 

0’Dayprobafilyw«.88WBsthecasaaysaragowhanaheinadBM1onhartourth«e- 
fcnjo. Peep ODw had bean wei beaten ir> her praMous race, a hawicaR and can ba »■ 
cueed.finhhTO a tarto way behind Sworr FArtar at Cteteile* teat am as Nw faced a 
touch task at the weigh!*. Jkajarear comes Into too reckoning as ha sms juet in front of 
Peep CTDayat Ottmickand la afchijy baiter off Foraafrhas yat to win a fwxficapbw 
this soft race might not to bayond hfo Setedtotc TYCOON TWA 

l o on I OLIVER HOMES EBF MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
j J-JU| (CLASS EJES^XX) added 2Y07T 30yds Penally VbIub £3^52 


win on turf fW*M 
rfvteion oflhfl Kn 
see ran we* 


aae ran waa (min mu ^ (Mgion « Nawcasaa twin » on 


rBviousiy^lLucaO^TiBncBa^^“*^J^ af | (B j tS g t py c ^ ^tfiaepprortico 

mia and haff might suit hm 
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042506 GOT OF GOD {11^ (Osadc G*? I Csnpbsl 8 0- 


06004 ONE TOGO M (The Mjtrftrtera CUbJ J Bony BO- 
OT 0FBB4G leGHT (9) (Mbs 4 FUrfcr^R Rrp*xi30~- 
S THflKANGHDflafflamaafBtarOMThnBttnBO., 


0040 ASSRWEPEraRLSMEAi0q)PBna80. 

68064 AMCAtAOTMiRadGnMOMftltSS 

3 CHOCOLAJEBOXPfl tl U GraNfamJ WfhgsplBa. 
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LINGFIELD (AW) 


HYPERION 

1j 40 Blue Shadow 2.10 Palacegta Jack 2^40 At 
Liberty 3.10 Mutaaawwar 3^0 Comlche Quest 
4.10 Sharp Shuffle 



GOING: Standard. STALLS: Mdei accept 3f (outside), 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for Sf & 6t 

• Left-hand, sharp courea (Equtoacfc srafaca). 
•CauaaiiSEartMinanBaa2GStaddnaE|ahsootaBaADMS' 
SKXt Mambora CO. 'UteraMtEB CAR RARK: OJi £3; rastlma 

• LEADING TOAfitBIS: G L Moore - 70 winners from 528 nw- 
nera ghree a success mb of 03%. M Johnston S0297 (0D^ R 
(TSMBter 47439 (OSV). R Hmnon 46070 (BAX). 

• LEAD WG JOCKEYS; S Sandora 56-51S D HoUand 47- 

20 C2EJ»i. SWhlterorth 4M75 (14S*X W Ryn 31-06 (67%). 
BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Marraay Fadns (1A0|; The Dnddsat 
ftidO); Ctaaalc Dams (240); Hearts Bay (MO). 


0 0OVB- 0VCHTpi5)ANsaccn*859O 

II 443406 ATUBHHY(t2)(CD)R1temcn58B 
S -04000 DJCKT(15) WUM43V, 

0565500 LDGEPHiriADpO) jafdBv58ll 

14 00040 8Ancmaeip4Ciioikxi(«B8-. NAdwais 

—14 (teetered- 

BETTING: 3-1 M Mflbt Clfc M Krayym Daw. At liberty. M 

ObMa Chaafe DanA W-1 Nanay MMa fiteWM Itewac 12-1 ctara 

iTTl JOHNSONS INTERNATIONAL MAIDEN 

■ IU I STAKES (CLASS D) £4,900 3YO 7f 

0 CtON0E(1Q Rhgam90 AMcGMa2 

' -- KRtamarJ 


440650 «AMMTD(?1]0CUgnw90. 

-43*00 MJTASAWWAR (19) U Sanders 90 — — PP Murphy (^5 
032002 SARATOGA Ra)p)PF)WOUom«n 9 0 — OHoM4V 

5036 BUISHMS DEBIT (39) RtamonBO DnwOTMNID 

04300 FBiAHISBAYp) MnJCed89 ItertnDayraBB 

OOCUJ K&iiEBtA LADY (12SJ JFaeBO SDmini7 

02 MAROZUnqjGadNiB9 : BHtadl 


TERRA DB.RBGOHCctogrfdge8fl- 
0 -00000 WlDtCTUEfia) JR*B9_ 


1.40 


NATIONAL MAGAZINES NURSERY 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) 2AJOZS 2YO 5f 

088030 RS)PEPPERp0|Pttoa6ig97 SWAwocftB 

3000 RAPDRSlANCEf(1)(D)RfevnnB5 AUefflonel 

TBB40 REWWWS>CY{22)(D) JBmy92 PRafawn(3}8B 

060600 BLUE SHADOW (41J R Hsmon 9 2 Dm DIM 7 

50000 8WANH0RE LADY N) SCWBmSO DHoMS 

5000 BSAMDESSftf) JLEyfl87 SDrnm2 

35000 AORBIALMCIIDTClgrMtBB JlMt 


Mnbun eeishc Tkt lOb. Dm tmskap mV* The QiAten 7*Bb. 
BETUNG: 7-2 (tepid RMbko, 92 FUryWtMcyiSMnnQfa Lad]) 5-1 TM 
PappeL Btoi Shadow, 6-T Menuy H08L 7-1 Cieandaas. 8-1 1 ' 


(MOOD mCURVRALLMGfl6|DAit)UfnatBS-NM6hDn|ar3B 
0000 7WORUBBSpJ|S£k»«y70 PDm(T)4B 

-SdKterad- 


9 Ifll MAIL NEWSPAPERS HANDICAP 
,U| (CLASS E) £4^)25 added Sf 


1 OUOWO GSISMLSRPETBtflD) (D) ti Cah^an S 0 0. 

' ‘ ‘ ‘ 2B 


2 SBK ANO0«RaCHNORmmnEIW«Bte’501f^OW(48B 

3 250003 NAmSTAR(47)(mifeiNMacalBy4S11 JBMMrBV 

4 QMH FWACHVCJEJACK(l6)0n JBarry690-TEDraa(^1OB 

5 30020 MV8nCAL(iq<D)MiLaU3b»397 SWNMaflSV 

0 D3C60 UFTBW(20B)TOGLMraB886 Candy Mcrris9 

7 00803 M8SOMtni(ZQ)S 000^896 SSmfnsr 

a 000060 ANOKATOflB) (D) Kiwry385 JMriD Dayar5 B 

9 023465 S0NGStST(tB)(D}MSanlnS4B3 — PPHurphyRI 
0 4QB44 LUCKY DIP (112) (D) 0 awerti 393 “ 

-lOdsctersd- 

BET7WG: 4^ SongehaM, Mmfl( M Lucky Dfn 7-1 i 
worth. Napter Om, MacagM JmX M Gaoaral Sir Mm «M atoara 


,N 

.DCSbMB 

-IDdadarad- 

KT7MG:26 Marari% 5-1 Stzrtogi Htd, «M BkiaMcg Desert. 12-1 
Rnarte Bay; 20-1 Huteaewn^ 25-1 Hnflato, 33-1 others 

A.C.E HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
added 71 

«C50 KWGS HARMONY (D) P ttekin 4 0 0 SSmdmT 

300530 BOFFEYSPM4EY (10) (C) R Hmr S S 9Jteie OTtoR HJ 

328354 TYWJOeaCS(37)(CD)VSo»wB99 JtFabamS 

208000 HUAS(141)(C)LltortS9BHri499 .W Ryan 13 

500020 CB54H((B}(C}(D)MJolnfcn39B Dn0tH5B 

00*30 NOHTHBW ANGS. (SB) {Pi P Hani* 397. DHoBnff 

00005 miACSMreiaU»GqpqjBssy797.TED(m(48B 

1036 BARBASON (99) (CD) GLItoa«594 Candy Monte 10 

020005 LAHCASHRE LEGBffifTO) (CD) SDtw493-PDoe(7) 1 E 
0 20000 Q00DByEGATB»(31)BRsH»392-JlartinDtqiari5 
1) 2DS540 RBay8RWE(0)(CDBRGWNtaw782JIHIataBt94 
C00606B CORMCHE OUST flCQ (D) U Qamcn 4 8 HA Eddwy (7) 14 

0055060 QQnBBHAI|PNK(a)Pnp»582 S Drown* 2 

14 20G RETDTO (447) (BF) 5 LfcUHh 3 B 0 GBanteeflZ 

0 000 nMC»ML8Mr(12)Bn»anm571t F Norton B 

*3(0540 LASVtSTSS(«5HQ*igrt^B370 H Adams 11 

-18 ‘ 


BEmNttMBartieeoo.lVZ'lteta Create, mFriemtyBrwii, 7-1 Norfli- 
an AngM, 8-1 Roflay Sphnay; Condcha Qubm, 10-1 Nogs Hainooy. 
.12-1 


|o AOl MIRROR SELECT CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added 1m 4f 

1 000020 HABVEYWMTEflS) JPre«a6fl0 JiWtglamlO 

2 040020 MGHrCITYMKBurfeBSfi DSMaaap(394 

3 

4 

5 

0 . . .... 

7 040333 OD2ISI (30) (O L Ifcrtaan HM 8 0 3 WRynSB 

CIASS« DAME (FR) (JHj B Doa4 9 1 . 


82031 8TXnjACKP)(rap))DEtevDrfheB0 TCkdonOB 

00040 EXPLOSIVE PDWBIpO)(qGBkM(y 68 6_»MRlraDW 8 
A00S3 KRAYTANQAWN (1(B (Q(D) JAtatuW796 — DHofandJ 
00 IO7DNABeOT(10MSiRtes498.-J>PMMpt8'{l}11 


6 30040 

S 630035 MCWELLp) GL Metre 390- 


fMTTTl TELEGRAPH N0(VSIW>B« AMATEURS 
LfllrJ HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 1m 2f 

1 530000 SHARP SHUFFLE (19) R Harron 4 11 7 UrCVigoeal 

2 nm MAG4CH&L0)JL&ra4115 HNDJonaaB 

3 32ZXB NWnC QUEST fU|(qia*Afc3fl1j5a(J*TUcCa«#v 10 V 

4 0BSD25 SEA IMNBBmiQJBMDMOVB-JnBR tan (1)18 
6 002565 .UASIBtBa0LH)(n)(C)PBM700JaAEMMfl2V 

6 3008 CKTlSaff#JQf1Q(CpCCw33t)0635JasSBcekyn 

7 20X00 BA06H0T (S3 (CD) ^F) GLtlooreBVBMrl Uonpo (5) 6 
6 2350 FBGA8UBBArri(9{CnAJohnaan605{5e4JNBLFMasa7 

8 05005 BHEB>8iaiiRMRPwxKk904jasC1teacKkra» 

0 -60290 SHAHXptqm KC2xnrtni7V4 QrAKto*erHl4 

ti 2000- cappBee6QH(3ea)KCcnartotd303^MrJOw«(S)5 

C 000000 M0N1UNE f4^ (O (D) J Jarycris 7 0 2 DrMMannWiS 

6 00000 RAUBAM»t10SDow302 Jfr R Quest (5) 4 E 

« OOBH3 mHAH*m-QBICCO}QLUjasB913--MaJllooni2 

-14 dederad - 

BETTlNa 4-1 Master Bawdad,M Panaua B*k 6-1 CasUea Bumfag, 
foam Real, Mystic (kmt, 7-1 Sharp ShutBe,SflB Danzig, 10-1 other* 


Jrteadng7 

.^qjwMorai 




STAKES (CLASS D) SSfiOO 


i^^sasasSlii!& 0 c 


e iai BOB w M _ 

00030. TOM { ~~ 


-OfteasS 

^IQndls 


„L Chanted? B 




Slaw 1 



1 

2 
S 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 

BETTWGr««lltaffottni MKBeaHn, 1 

John GosdenhMWwlhrB ira the fast 

go cksa tf least with MLCUUSL a stuyttH* furiong. but the oaffla mtes 
oufen wf impjowifar the «P ariancs w a '! d _ t !^w«w)n sixth betwd Jta srtttfmoum, • 

JaT*nBoh.wf«shDwaKlprorrteewhffl>anjtJ^^^^^fc^^ 

maiden in which ptenty of the big ysi* •■‘•'j^atth to Mudoarh a LMcaaMmald* 
aa?xj6«nsilBJiJdLbeftaa» to beat (top h dsee titor WjBWj 

en that wwked out ma. Wuxi torture tafc» 8 043 SetecUon: KLCULLei 

Haami in a Listed iac*M Newmerf®*- 

NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£5^000 acfoedZYO Sf teteys 

40800 


MMSTER MOOfKMTE (C N Htra^rr*} U W Etehrty B9 
-10 declared - 

8ETTVG: IK CutengBle. 7-2 ChOCCkde Box, 5-1 GBt or Odd, Dure Angete, 8-1 Doe te Go, 12- 
1 Ada Lad* iWAbdona Rat aM,2tM0fttea 

1998:Spofiaftfc Lfcmt07RIA7bn (7) W(inbnn(*hfl dwnRflran 

' FORM GUIDE 

Made ■fijmclchs win test race wfth S^ranterdB Mount and mfaM net be ter ebay 

IMa dmarotaid if Tterea Angela can irepreue upon his second to- FmfctesterMFcfca- 

atone: Cntcrdggte b pntoafiy tha one may hare to beat Mowing his atayfocn fourth 
iwhhdSatTlBlM^KaWtOLMhlhaniwplsrijyofajtintoBgrwndlhardwandQi- 
cnaoBia cadd find thb 77 on aslar (pnaid a bit sharp. Lto CUcraggNt CHOCOLATB 
BOX ran a promttv ace on soft (youid flrst Oma out fin&Big third to too mue bk- 
periancad Only In Omams and Asbw*f h afBteX mtedan at LeicaalBr. ChoeoteB B» to 
ataiMtstiBrteievenUwtinorxrctocfirtgA/ctfcOal- Pal a et ion: CHOCOLAJE BOX 


TOWCESTER 


HYPERION 

1^0 Margl Boo 130 Trie Whole Hog Z20 Star 
Manager Z50WBde Music a20ARDROM (nap) 
3.50 Jefferiee 4^0 Mayttn Magic 


GOtNG: Good (Good to Soft irptecaai- 

# RSghthand. unttoWhg era* Fterwn at 140yd. 

# Courea is on A5 S£ aflcNm. SuensfrcmNorihemptonrsIda- 
tfcn ADMISSION: CU> £12; ftnerwUs a fOAPbfift Gouse £5 
CAR PARK: Free. 

# LEADMG TRACERS: D Mchotet** -25 wtnara from 81 nrv 
narsghqa3UScesan0DO(4l%,KPaflayE-g] pagR^T Tum a r 
9-74 m 2*1 Mrs J Pitman 6*6 pz 2%). 

0 LEADING JOCKEYS! A Maguire 22*4 044«X N WMamaon 
XWJ7 (22854 J Oahoma 1302 (21 *). A P McCoy 11-60 £2%). 
BUMOtED msrjam Snow Board ft5C& ' 


IRISH R M NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E> 
£4,075 added 2m 110yds 

1 fUiaa- ABS0LUrtLatrrC191)Pfljaffari5113 LAapM^ 

2 46604 BARTON SCAUP (2131 OHMnsS II 3 — JfrSOnokfl} 

3 2830- DANBYSGCRSC(t9^(CD) JMJfesan5n3_EQ*^wipg 

4 0604 KADASTRDF (Flty (F22) (D) R Oddi 7 tf 3 APUcCoy 

5 MF« N0RUAN8K(2Q (CI^ U Ifaljrt* S tl 3_ BAtena 

6 0033 ROVESTAR (B) (D) C faphnm 8 11 3 XAFfanenid 

7 23SD- ROM. BBT (200 (Df D QandofoB V 3 AJK v*e 

8 23RV3 T&4tE reEE raNG(1B)(EQ AFiaterTn 3 Dwh e j 

9 N825- WLDeHU5fC(225)(D)CaK*s7TI8 Ji 

-Sdactered- 


Rockett takes 
McCoy to a 
century 


Tb’ny McCoy continued his 
rampage through the record 
books when he broke his own 
record for the fastest 100 win- 
ners io a season on Sam Rock- 
ett at Newton Abbot yesterday. 

On 21 November last year 
McCoy broke Peter Scud- 
amore’s record to the fastest 
hundred by 30 days and he low- 
ered that score by a further 16 
days here. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Tarry 
(Musselburgh 230) 

NB: Fighting Times 
(Musselburgh 1.00) 

*If I stay in one piece Tm go- 
ing to aim at Peter Scudamore’s 
record of 221 winners,'’ McCoy 
said. 

Ibday it is the horses rather 
than the riders who command 
attention with Imperial Call, the 
1996 Cheltenham Gold Dip 
winner, taking on this year’s 
Gold Cup third, Dorans Pride, 
al Q Gomel. 

Michael Hourigan has 
switched Dorans Pride, who 
made a winning reappearance 
over three miles at Listowel in 
September, to the two-and-a- 
haif-mfle contest following the 
abandonment of last month's 
Munster NationaL “He is very 
wdL” the trainer said. “The step 
down to two and a half miles 
doesn’t worry me. We are up 
against Imperial Call - but 
only one of us can win.” 

RESULTS 

HAYDOCK 

1.10: 1. FOUNDRY LANS p Mwn) 11-B 
tew. 2. Cul Da Sac T-1; X PHno* KJnsky 
5-2. 15 ran. 4, 7. (Mrs M Ftevetoy. Sattbuml 
Tbtee £240; E15Q CW WO DR ES8Q CSF: 
£12.15. IHo: ES30L 

1.40:1. CARLISLE BAJflHTtyS (LfefiP 
Rcboon) 100-30; 2. Nordic Breoza 0-4; B. 
MUnic 7-4 tar. 6 ran. A, 7 W Barry, Cockr 
arttem). Tbtee WJD; £170 £160 DF: £640. 
CSF: £1265. 

2.10: 1.SUAS LEAT (E CtdaQhen] H-8 
tw; 2. BamogMre Boy 8-1 ; a Mooyinan 
3-1 5 ran. 0 a (J M Jaflererai. MaHon) Tbtee 
£2.10; £iaO E2 «Il DF; £5BO CSF: £020 
240: 1. THROWER (C Maude) 7-2; 2. 
SabttCIM 85-40 fav; a Change 4-1 8 rat. 
3'K a (S BtooMok UtfhowiJ. Tot*: 

£400; ciaa eiaa ewa DF: om csf : 

£T137. Tricast E2B73. 

3.10: 1- LEVITICUS (J Cete^nn) 2-1 tar; 
2. BayHum 8-1; & Norihan MaoMro 14-1 
15 ran. ^ 13. (TTats, Tadcaater). tbl*: £330; 
£isa £2sa £330 DF: £930 C^: £*». 
Trio: £5230 

340: 1. THE PROMS (C Ltowetyn) 
owns tor; 2. Atukan HMr20-i 4 ran. 2’A. 
(fi TtetetorvOwtea. Chtetenhar^ TM k £2DQ 
DF: £730 CSF: £1129 

4.10: 1. BRAMBLEHILL DUKE (A 
M^yin) ti' A- 2- CMw 6-1 ; 3 SBrenctar A 
Aren 33-1 16ran.31'A-(Dftfctateon.lbn>- 
pto fitted- IbtK £420; £14Q £20Q £080 
DF: £050 CSF: £2121 Trio: £54350 
PtaMpoe £2fi» Quadpct: 0130 
Ptaca&£B4a Ptace 5: £1543. 

KEMPTON 

130: 1.VET AGAIN (R TWrtonJ 7-4 Jt 
bar, 2. Kfenbcr* 0-1; 3 Aflat Intenretfbo- 
■1 6-1 7 ran- 7-4 It tor No PMtem pth). 1 'h, 
^ (Gw Ketare* WNteombe). Tbtee £220; 
£150 £3DO DR £2320 CSF: £007. 

200: 1. KlUlINGrON (P Hdte 2-1; 2. 
BfuHartxxr8-V,3. Banbi4bfri5014ran. 
8-Bfar Mvwaortc (tel}. 8%, dot. (J GWordl 
Fhdon). XbtK £2flODF: £70. CSF: £1232 
220:T.SCORB«GPB}IGRS(A'nren- 
ton) 11 -8 tor. 2. Ekwpray 8-1 ; 3. Knlgtito- 
bridge Scot 4-i 11 ran. S 5. (J UuMm. 
Anaorer> TMk £220; £10 C2AO £190 DF: 
£330 CSF: £1234. Trio: £090 

3JXk LUONYMOSS (ROjbsO 94 to; 
2-8ok>GMt92; 3. Lten Of LougiwMi0-l 
Sm 74 1 (MnSSnm ShglsyL Tbte: 
£950; £150 £970 DF: £020 CSF: £1130. 

030: 1- SHEKELS {8 Bradtoy) 71-2; 2. 
Spring (tal* S4 lav; 3. Lata Bi Prank 9< 
6 ran. 4, 11 (C Bracks. Larrfcoum). Tbtfc 
£700: £230 £130 DF: £6 l9Q. CSF: £1271 
tFt FtayoJ Raven. 

400: 1. SMITH TOO (R Farrant) 5-2; 2 
JcwW Man 7-1 ; 3. Flylnfl FVkflar 54 tan 
fi (ten. Mi. 30 (Mrs J Pitman, Upper Lam- 
bourn). TUk £330; £150, £170 DF: £a2Q 
CSF: £1660 

PteCSpe fc £12130 Onsdpcto £070 
Ptees 6: £8263. Ptaca 5: £3578 


BETTVm- 53 Wdaliuiic, 7-2 Kuterfrot, 4-1 AoydErent, 94 Absolute 
JJM99-1 ftnreate t 10-1 DnbrsQum. K-1 Hortimsk, 35-1 otbuw 


3^0 


•f Ofl I LETHEBY ft CHRISTOPHER SELLING 
f f HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 


4.00 


LADBROKE ON-COURSE HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DIV IQ 
£5,000 added 1m Penalty Value £3,116 

00023 AU«M3BWwr«(E9(6«tetoTi8MMWBHl9tv480~-.GP«»te012 

50966 2DfBAfia(CDBktoFLErTH^ Jwttflrtn386— 1 QMBted? 

30350 NSX£U«CHffljttVfeRB^yfMi^JJ0Ne4fiS. CkwGrf3?3 

ooooo* BsraLGai(t9a7)(wati»i)PWv492 xamqrM 

00260 SHOfnaBiEBp^(FteiD8Bn)liJcir3ton49P , . ■ ttewlfciteonlO 
zaaos TBOvWIHS® (U) (D)(BF)(6C8udd9y)MiMFtoreby69l — -UtCdanefl 

onto FWm0(21ADH(D)f¥^*BtDnrBtePartw^JLgyre7 8> RUppinfi 

040500 IONGCHreOT({3dn9te^PnMBl*|Kfl)Bn860„J>lfeCltop)>V 

00360 A*BTA(47)f9IBIfcAl*rt IteSHsISflll LCtansckU 

050330 WWSTW(9)(D) QksJEVtten) J3e6wl4B7 JCteraflll 


5?{j6«T)ja«Tr6i2 — 


0002 


000000 


4000® MlffflUffEFIWdtUflT 


85 


-JCtemia 

JFEgac8 

,AQ*n7 

-TWB4 
iHcKtenaSfi 
,FLynd>3 
J-Cbwaodd 


-8 


BETTBfii S-2G 
14-1 SMte, 164 




dan B 11 *• 


atom NKAP9iR0CKspPA)f? {Lady US g^ JHBtecn 488. 

20506 PW4Ci J ALBOYpU(D}(GwMciW°jT0t>srngton484 -IMteGBml 

36002 GtBIOaffi|WA ilto« w A l u i i) MQlBWn37g Altedtey< 

OCO04 UWCHPftHTT^(D)(SAM ^pMdch 57S ba«ttk{5)2 

acmw&5-1 Aipina l aiM w ay, 6-1 •&!»« Ham, 7-1 Qtea Dg8. M Zafra, Stattow. HKI Wee- 
de lUdi, WVufca, Uncfc Pwlj; 12-1 rthw* 

IBOEesHMKnaw 

FORM GUIDE 

ALPBE HIKAWAY baa a bit gokig tor Mm In that ha had Shontetoa, Nawfla Match, 
WbatoDacd Ptoi RMga Lad bobnd wben baaing al bar Sucttach and Mick Enter- 
byfe otfiar (unec Jndtotyt {winnsrshoai M fodcas M lf» rtlter and of !f» berafieap 
to Lunch Paly, secovl homo on «» teaatamrail ter satowtan fairti to Spaedy Ctes- 
«ie at YBrmcufi test wnk. Thet ms and Bte ona that Luneb iterty won M TbmiBifili 
warn ow Been tutor®* but ha haaa screak MB* top. Dtapal Gam ren hor bast raca 
far a wWa tehflb toreth to On The Green to Hmrcafio, auggreteig aha can add to a*r- 
Inr YrtH flf Hwrigar mnd RfrfiH. JUSt baMlrf DfapOi 136171 fa 8f» NtelCagtig 1809 MBS Th>- 
irei Hanto wt b wn a hanecap but a toitrunar wtn craJd be sited by Ms trade. 
Mfak Ryun^ worn hare brought KBigeWp Boy al tt* way ^tfar the run and t» to not 


Mick Ryan worn 
babadyhandcappad 


B a l ac tfcac ALPWE HDEAWWf 


332844 TOUCH SUfBI (28) p) HMmsa7 11 Do^) (7f 

-EPOS UrHABWISUJlSlJmTltS MnEJdomcm 

®& LIKSAfCP) BaLHchantoBII 0^_ JAKcQrtiy 

HMDS HSTIML PR KMoqtet400 ASSatt 

WOS B8C0LM(7)(IQ4teiASkM766. 

(BP KRASNK fig Lto D Hike 4 0 Q_ 


®W PNBOSEC0 (DJ CJbntf 700- 


Lwtemff] 


M023 SAILS LEGEND {30 (BR2CDsinn600 APUcCoy 

a ZAHAAUE(F4S) JnCtarr^S 02- 

0 6443C MNMB00 (M) MSworM' 07 RJUnon 

-Me 


HGWARDSMTTH RAPER MARES NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) (DfV I) £2^425 2m 

SOI- ArmOH&)mPftmb*597 ^JOtbom, 

■5 HM E H fcU DM)CUrtasg«7 u re^-y 

(BB3 DMSHnSS{29)MssJ«w)W707_JCAta«aH 

3JP LADY KAREEp^MQsara 707 WHAM 

00 l PSrCFTHBLMBB StUITU&Maincnx M«rTliMtel 

sacs laro nropfim wDSadfcsDTA^i^^^ 
»1 «MQ771B ?fI5^^DNdubonS67_r^J>l 

M T«LAgYSCo£mXftff?0 7 g7 ^tf 

-TO • 


ICdoto 


* a*& 54 g»fattte, 3.1 An kca. m ftorkm Jm.6-1 Lotecfiwu 
Btoraaa 1M Tha Lady Sam, iz-i Oterkig Flore, 20-1 oSms** 


1.50 


BETTING: H Sifii legend, 7-2 itergf Boa, 54 tench Owl Ericofin, 

6- 1 IbnsK W Uy IfanfaUd, 1M ICranat, Pbrost, 2M oOltet 

TIFRELD HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS 
D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1 2PU2I- UTTlEkUinwmiQjDBnaHlBXU^JRKmm^ 

2 020- FUWGGWfietp18)DNkhoto6Tl7 AltagUre 

3 Wfl HWCtSm GALE (109(C|R Cute 01U! D Haiti 

4 «n- OTBBALE LAX£p22) (D) WSMhllll 3 RQoMt 

3 4063- KSSAND&33} G Bafcfag S O G. 6 CBM 

6 2090- TORTtDB COURSE (D1J fing 8 0 11 TJIMw 

2H4I TieiiHOl£HOG(m(a9ltal9a05M-NWfcnaa 
01P6T SNOW BOARD (tq(C) Us H Jena B 03 Bte).J7temB 
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Moorer the 



stance master with clout 


Michael Moorer is one of 
those southpaw fighters 
the boxing purists love to 
hate. On Saturday, he steps 
into the ring for a 
heavyweight world title 
unification fight that, as 
Ken Jones explains from Las 
Vegas, could mean trouble 
for Evander Holyfield. 


One thing about boxing upon 
which its professors are generally 
in agreement is that southpaws de- 
serve the prejudice that has grown 
up against them. 

The breed made nobody more 
indignant than Henry Cooper's 
manager, the late Jim Wicks, 
whose malapropisms are fondly re- 
counted by veteran sports writers. 
In 1967, shortly before Cooper met 
Jack Bodell in defence of the 
British heavyweight champio nship 
Wicks, known commonly as “The 
Bishop”, said: “Bodell and all them 
other southpaws are detergent to 
the fight game.” 

Although Cooper won in two 
rounds, the difficulties Wicks imag- 
ined were apparent in a second con- 
test when Bodell, a limited fighter 
of legendary awkwardness, held an 
ageing Cooper to a decision. 

When boxing trainers contem- 
plate the southpaw problem they 
have often the air of people who 
have worked long on a single pro- 
ject that has not come out entire- 
ly to their satisfaction. This 
cropped up in a conversation I had 
with Freddie Roach who is prepar- 
ing Michael Moorer, the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation 
heavyweight champion, to fight 
Evander Holyfield, the World Box- 
ing Association title holder, on Sat- 
urday at the Thomas and Mack 
Center here. 

Until Moorer outpointed Holy- 
field for both belts three years ago, 
later losing them by knock-out to 
George Foreman, there had never 
been a southpaw heavyweight 
champion. Simply on the basis 
that they could not be guaranteed 
regular employment, promising 
novices who shaped up naturally as 
“right handers” were quiddy turned 
around in the gymnasium. Coop- 
efs famous left book, “Eneiy'sAm- 
mer T ' ash became to be known, was 
a development of this process. 

The former undisputed mid- 
dleweight champion Marvin Hagjer 
and Vicente Saldivar, the formi- 
dable Mexican who defeated 
Howard Winstone of Wales three 
time for the featherweight title, are 
just two southpaws who have dis- 
tinguished themselves, but Wick’s 
ancient prejudice is still expressed 
in the heavyweight division. 

There is a psychological aspect 
to this but, as Roach points out, the 
problem with southpaws is mostly 
physical. “It’s not so much that they 
lead with the right band as the foot 
position,” Roach said. “If the or- • 
thodox fighter steps inside the 



Punching power: Michael Moorer targets the hands of his trainer, Freddie Roach, as he prepares for Saturday's showdown with Evander Holyfield in Las Vegas 


Photograph: Reuter 


southpaw’s right foot he finds him- 
self off balance and in difficulty de- 
livering punches.” 

Watching Holyfield at work 
with one of his sparring partners, 
Jeff Wooden, you could see why 
Roach thinks that the WBA cham- 
pion may be taking Moorer too 
lightly. It pleased Roach to bear 
that they stepped frequently on 
each other's feet and that Holyfield 
almost tripped over. 

“That’s what I am going on 


about,” Roach said. “It’s all right 
for Evander to say that Michael’s 
stance won’t be a (actor but it was 
unquestionably a problem for him 
in the first contest-'’ 

Roach, who worked alongside 
the famed trainer Eddie Futch for 
five years, has a lighter touch than 
the volatile Teddy Atlas, who grew 
so weary of Moorer’snwodiness that 
he walked away from the $800,000 
(£488J)00) that would have been his 
percentage of the purse money. 


As A J Liebling putifc “It is of- 
ten possible to gauge a wanning 
fighter’s temperament by. his train- 
er’s which will be just the opposite 
-a process like mirror-reading. A 
moody fighter, or a worrier does 
best under an easygoing type, wbo 
can make him laugh at himself; the 
good-tempered fighter needs a 
martinet to remind him that life is 


serious. 

It is uncertain whether Moorer 
feels a lot more comfortable with 


Roach than he was with Atlas be- 
cause he continues to put obstacles 
in the way of communication. In- 
terrogators have to Lean in dose to 
catch what he is saying. After train- 
ing on Tuesday he mumbled satis- 
faction with the way things are going 
and glared at a reporter who asked 
about a the fleshiness in an upper 
body that compares poorly with 
Hotyfield’s sculpted torso. “I’m 
happy with the way I am and Fra 
not into bodybuilding,'' he said. 


Happy, too, it seems to have a 
trainer who is not confrontational. 
Before Moorer agreed to work with 
Roach he put some questions to 
him. Did he mind music in the gym 
and would he object if associates 
were present at training sessions, 
things which led to arguments with 
Allas. “It wasn’t a problem forme,” 
Roach said. “We all have our ways 
of doing things, but Fm afraid that 
Tfeddy Atlas turned it into his show. 
Another thing Michael asked was 


Dry eyes all round as McCall returns with a victory 


Oliver McCall, whose last appear- 
ance in the ring was in tears against 
Lennox Lewis, made a victorious re- 
turn on Tuesday night with a tech- 
nical knock-out of journeyman 
Biyan Yates in the eighth round of 
their bout in Nashville, Tennessee. 

The farmer World Boxing Coun- 
cil world heavyweight champion 
stopped Yates after lmin 36sec of 
the eighth with a series of jabs, af- 


ter Yales had lost his mouthpiece fol- 
lowing a barrage of uppercuts and 
books to the head. 

McCall, who seemed confident 
between rounds, despite yells from 
the crowd of “Crybaby”, was sus- 
pended and fined $250,000 
(£155,000] for crying in the ring and 
refusing to fight Lewis in February 
in Las Vegas. After refusing to go 
to his comer twice and tfazuwiqg only 


two punches in the fourth round, he 
was stopped by the referee. Mills 
Lane, 55 seconds into the fifth. 

Ano the r well-known name mak- 
ing a winning return on Ihesday 
night was Tim Witherspoon, who 
needed less than two minutes to 
knock out Levi Billups in his first 
bout in nearly a year, in Robin- 
sonville, Mississippi. 

The 39-year-old Witherspoon, 


who is trying to secure a bout for a 
third heavyweight tide, was fighting 
for the first time since losing a unan- 
imous 10-round decision to Ray 
Mercer last December. 

The Nevada State Athletic Com- 
mission has told Mike TJfson that the 
door is open for bis return to box- 
ing, as long as he proves that he is 
fully rehabilitated. Tyson, suspend- 
ed from fighting after being dis- 


qualified for biting Evander Holy- 
field’s ears, said on Monday that he 
doubts the Commission will ever let 
him fight again. 

But the Commission c hairman, 
EKas Ghanem, said: “Mike T^son has 
to prove to the commission, and the 
rest of the world, that be has reha- 
bilitated himself He bas to admit to 
the terrible thing he did that night. 
He has to make a 180-degree turn." 


haw I would react if he knocked out 
sparring partners. I told him to just- 
go ahead and do it.” 

In Roach’s mind that proved 
Moorer’s determination to gain 
confidence in bis punching power. . 
“The trouble is that people keep re- 
ferring to the Foreman fight,” Roach 
said. “If any heavyweight connects, 
never mind one as heavy-handed as - 
George, you’re in trouble. Anybody 
who saw the fight couldn’t foil to 
have Michael ahead when George 
landed the right that finished ft. 
Michael lost because of one lapse 
in concentration. It’s one of the 
things we have been working bo. 

“In any case I much prefer 
Michael to look back on the Holy- 
field fight because that night he was 
dearly the better man.” 

Holyfield appears disdainful of 
the southpaw problem, “I don’t 
even think about,” he said. Holy- 
field, a deeply religious man, 
smiled at Che suggestion that to dis- 
cover God is a southpaw would 
turn him into an atheist “God is 
as right-banded as l am,” he said. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Atcheson steps up as Crompton goes fishing 


Great Britain have 
dropped three players 
following their defeat in 
the first British Gas Test 
against Australia, — and 
have sacked one missing 
squad member. Dove 
Hadfteid reports on a day 
of axe-swinging. 


Paul Atcheson and Adrian 
Morley have been promoted to 
the British starting line-up for 
the second Tfest at Old Tfafford 
on Saturday, but the Tfest career 
of Martin Crompton has been 
ended before it b as begun. 

The scrum-half signed from 


Oldham by Salford has gone 
missing since being (eft out 
against Australia at Wembley 
and was officially turfed out of 
the squad yesterday. 

“We are veiy, very disap- 
pointed with Martin's attitude,” 
the Great Britain team man- 
ager, Phil Lowe, said. “If he 
doesn’t want to make himself 
available for his country, he is 
better off where he is.“ 

Crompton, bitterly hurt at 
being left out of the first Test 
after appearing to be the front- 
runner for the scrum-half role 
at one stage, is thought to be 
cm a fishing holiday in Scotland. 

He missed training sessions 
on Monday and yesterday and 
Britain have bowed to the in- 


evitable by counting him out of 

the series. 

Some others who were no 
'doubt equally disappointed by 
their onlookers’ roles in the 
WfemWey Tfest have then- reward 
in the ade named yesterday. 

Atcheson, Crompton's 
team-mate at Oldham last sea- 
son who is now on St Helens’ 
books, played just six minutes 
in London and starts for Great 
Britain for the first time. He 
has however, played five times 
for Whies. 

Morley, the strapping Leeds 
second-row, did enough in his 
substitute appearance at Wem- 
bley to persuade Goodway that 
he should start this match. Ttoo 
other second-rowers Simon 


Ha ugh ton and Mike Forshaw, 
are in line to make their debuts 
off tire bench. Mick Cassidy is 
the forward to lose his place, al- 
though he says that he is not 
contemplating a fishing trip to 
Scotland. 

The other man in the Wem- 
bley starting line-up to lose his 
place completely is Anthony 
Sullivan, the St Helens winger, 
who failed to display his out- 
standing domestic form 

With Atcheson coming in as 
a specialist full-back, Jason 
Robinson returns to his origi- 
nal position oo the right wing, 
Alan Hunts switching to the left 
in place of Sullivan. 

The other changes are the 
disappearance of the Castlefoid 


prop. Dean Sampson, from the 
bench and the introduction 
there of Sean Long, the St He- 
lens half-back. 

Andy Farrell remains in the 
stand-off role that he occupied 
as an emergency measure at 
Wembley. The switch of Farrell 
from his normal loose-forward 
berth to the problem position 
behind the scrum was blamed 
by some commentators for 
Britain's failure to click at 
Wembley, but both Goodway 
and Farrell believe - correctly, 
in my view - that this is a su- 
perficial reading of the match. 


GREAT BRITAIN v AuMrtfla (OW IMfard, 
r): Afcheaon; ftobfrwort NnwJow* 
, rtntK RuraA Qcukftig; Broad- 


band Lowes, McDwmon, Motto* Joynt, 
ong, Forshaw, 


Scufthorpa Substitutes: Long, 
. haugMan, McNamara. 


ATHLETICS 


Jackson heads elite group moving home to keep in touch with Arnold 


Malcolm Arnold, who is to step 
down as the performance di- 
rector of British Athletics to take 
up a post at Bath Universe, will 

be joined in the West Country 
by Colin Jackson and others in 
his training group. 

Jackson, the world 110 me- 
tres hurdles record bolder, is 
moving home from Cardiff to 
Bath to link up with the man 
who has guided his career since 
junior days. 

ADisoa CurbisHey, aiming to 

SB the gap at 4(X) metres hurdles 

left fay Sally Gunneirs retirement, 
the sprint hurdler Jacqui Agye- 


pong and the sprinter Melanie 
Neef will also relocate to stay in 
touch with Arnold, who will 
start overseeing the Univeraty’s 
ambitious athletics programme 
at the beginning of next year. 

Arnold's decision to step 
away from his key job is not di- 
rectly related to the British 
Athletic Federation’s financial 
collapse. His job was safe- 
guarded within the company set 
up to distribute National Lottery 
funding to Britain’s filite per- 
formers, the Performance Ath- 
letes Services. 

But, faced with the prospect 


more years to a position where 
he has never felt at ease, the 57- 


in his own words, to “get more 
ofalife” by concentrating on his 
twain strength — coaching- again. 
“In the last 12 months my life 

has been exceedingly difficult, 

said Arnold, wbo helped guide 
Britain to a European Cup vic- 
tory in Junei Tt has been the 
hardest working year in my life. 

“I prefer to do one job to 
110 per cent rather than five 
jobs to 20 per cent, which is 
what I have had to do. I have 


had far too many long days and 
sleepless nights. My family, my 
wife, and the athletes I coach 
have suffered.” 

Arnold expressed satidaction 
yesterday over his efforts in 
shaping to sport’s initial appli- 
cation for Lottery funding, 
which resulted in a £2.6m award. 
His s lflcefy to work with the four 
newly appointed tec h nical di- 
rector within PAS in shaping the 

seven-year plan which wjH be aib- 

nutted to the Lottery Awards 
Board at the end of the year. 

“I am not leaving the sport," 
he said. “I wQl be supporting the 


new chief executive Dave Moor- 
croft 100 per cent, and have 
agreed to continue working with 
PAS on a consultative bask.” 

But while Arnold prepares to 
ride off into the West, the sport 
faces the task of replacing him. 

“Malcolm can be immensely 
influential in his new position,” 
said Roger Eady, performance 
director for the UK Sports Coun- 
cil “Hie has done the right thing 
in concentratmgon his special tal- 
ents. And he is still in a position 
to mentor a new generation of 
coaches in British athletics." 

-Mike Rcwbottom 


ICE HOCKEY 


Future looks 
uncertain 
for B rebant 


Rick Brefoant, the under-pres- 
sure Newcastle Cobras coach, 
yesterday revealed he may not 
be in charge for tonight's Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup semi-final 
at home to Cardiff Devils. 

Brebant is under fire fol- 
lowing a disastrous run which 
has seen the Tyneside dub lose 
eight of their last 10 games, in- 
cluding all seven opening 
matches in the Superleague. 
Cobras have a mountain to 
climb in the Newcastle Arena 
against Paul Heavey’s Devils af- 
ter losing the first leg 6-2 in the 
Icehouse last Saturday. 

Brebant sounded as if he 
was facing the sack yesterday - 
despite previously pledging he 
would never walk out. Asked 
whether he would make a play- 
ing comeback and take to the 
ice to help Cobras out of their 
crisis, he said: “I don’t know 
what I’m going to be doing any 
more.” Then, asked whether he 
would be in charge tonight, Bre- 
bant replied: “I don’t know. I 
don’t want to say any thing else. 
I'm fed up, very fed up.” 

Newcastle’s season has fall- 
en apart after a successful start 
to their Benson and Hedges 
campaign, when they won set 
and drew two of their 10 group 
matches to reach the quarter- 
finals. Only a 5-1 victory at Bas- 
ingstoke Bison - after a 1-1 
home draw in the first leg of the 
last-eight tie - managed to 
raise morale at the club. 

- /on farfces 


RUGBY UNION 


All Blacks ready to take 
revenge without Lomu 


It is almost exactly a 
quarter of a century 
since Llanelli turned 
over the All Blades on an 
emotional afternoon at 
Stradey Parle. As Oirts 
Hew ett reports, the 
current New Zealand . 
tourists have no 
intention of walking into 
a similar ambush when 
they square up to the 
Scarlets on Saturday. 


It may be anniversary time, but 
romantic sentiment was con- 
spicuous by its absence yester- 
day. The All Black selectors 
named no fewer than 10 Tfest 
certainties in their tine-up for 
this weekend’s tour opener in 
Wiles, where Llanelli are hop- 
ing to prove that their own spe- 
cial brand of red-tinged 
lightning can indeed, strike twice. 

■R«ntyfiveyeais after Deime 
Thomas led the most celebrat- 
ed Scarlets of them all to a 9-3 
triumph over lan Kirkpatrick'S 
New Zealanders, the memory 

stffl rankles and John Hart, the 
AD Black coach, is to field a side 

lavishly equipped for revenge. 

Sean Fitzpatrick will spear- 
head a Test-strength front five 
and other first-choice mens in- 
clude Josh Kronfeld on the 
breakaway flank, Justin Marshall 

at scrum-half and Frank Bunce 
and Jeff Wilson among the 
threeq uartera. 


There is no place for Jonah . 
Lomu, whose All Black career 
will almost certainly resume' 
against Wales A at Sardis Road 
next Tuesday. Lonxu, stricken by - 
kidney problems and stffl cm 
medication, must watch Glen ; 
Osborne stake a Tfest claim in 
the No 11 shirt at Stradey. ' 

The Scarlets, meanwhile, will : 
almost certainly be without their - 
ownMBlac^RanoBodca.'Tbe ■ 
veteran outside-half suffered a 
shoulder injury during last week- : 
end’s Heineken Cup play-off de- : 
feat by Cardiff and is likefy to 
give way to Craig Warlow. 

'faUdng of veterans. Will®) 
Carting is about to cross the'- . 
shadow line between playings 
and pontificating; the former- '! 
England captain, hardly noted 
for his love affair with foe me- r. . 
dm during a long stint at the- : 
sharp end, will present ITV’s 
coverage of England’s in- 
ternationals this winter. • 
Fritz van Heerden;' the ; 
bJHtngbok, utility forward, has.fi- \ 

“alsed his more from Western . 

to Leicester. The South- 
African Rugby Football tMbh 
has cleared the transfer md 
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Adams’ merry-go-round 
halts at Griffin Park 


Micky Adams has been ap . 
pointed manager of the Second 
“^SSlers Brentford - 
his third job m six weeks. 

gah took 'over as chief operat- 
ing officer. He th en became 
^panager of Swansea City - 
#ut his spell there lasted only 
13 days after arguments over 
money to buy players. 

Adams, who has been given 

a three-year contract, has al- 
ready appointed Glenn Cock- 
■ eriH, a former colleague at 
Fulham, as his assistant player- 
manager. 

The previous manager, Ed- 
die May. and his assistant. Clive 
WUker, have been released, 
while the former manager. 
David Webb, is standing down 
as Brentford’s chief executive, 
although be will keep working 

ona consultancy basis until his 

contract expires in May. 


“Brentford are a bad team 
out there is potential here,” 
Adams said. “The basis of the 
squad is the same as last sea- 
son when they reached the 
play-offs." Angry fans de- 
manded Webb’s resignation in 
a protest after Iasi night’s 1-0 
home defeat to Carlisle. 

The Football Association is 
to launch an investigation after 
.Chester City manager, 
Kevin Ratcl/ffe. was found 
guilty of racial discrimination at 
an industrial tribunal. 

It ruled that the former 
Wales defender should have 
been disciplined by the club for 
verbally abusing an appren- 
tice, James Hussancy. who was 
awarded £24*00 for “injury to 
feelings”. 

The tribunal ruled Ratcliffe 
did not discriminate against 
Hussancy by releasing him - he 
is now with Southport - but 
Steve Double, an FA spokes- 


man, confirmed the FA wants 
to look into (he case. 

Brian Little, the Aston Vil- 
la manager, last night watched 
Niclas AJcxandcrsson, the 
Swedish international mid- 
fielder, play for IFK Gothen- 
burg against Besiktas in the 
Champions* League. Alcx- 
andersson, 25, is available for 
about £l-5m. 

Crewe have placed their 
much-coveted striker Dele 
Adebola on the transfer list. 
The £l-5m-rated 23-year-old 
has been linked with West Ham 
and Sunderland this season. 

Lc Havre have enquired 
about the availability of Andy 
Hunt, Wrst Bromwich Albion's 
top scorer, who becomes a free 
agent next summer. 

Paul Lambert may make 
his debut for Celtic on Satur- 
day in the Old Firm derby 
against Rangers at Ibrox. The 
28-year-old Scotland midfield- 


er will sign for Celtic today fol- 
lowing a medical, after the 
Parkhcad club agreed a £1.7m 
deal with Borussia Dortmund. 

Another of Celtic's interna- 
tionals, Darren Jackson, may be 
in the squad to face their old ri- 
vals. Jackson, making his first 
appearance at Parfchead since 
brain surgery two months ago, 
equalised for the reserves in 
their 2-2 draw against Dun- 
fermline on TUesday. 

The West Bromwich winger 
Kevin Kilbane has been re- 
called by the Republic of Ire- 
land for the Warid Cup play-off 
second leg against Belgium in 
Brussels on 15 November. 

RBVBUC OF MELMDSOUAD (World Cup 
ptoy«n narnl Mg v Bafghn, Branto, 15 
Nomrtw): Qfcwi (Newcastle). A KeMy 
OwfMd UtA G Italy (Leads); Cunningham 
(Wrrt^edon). Herts (Leeds), Brsen (CowartryL 
Kama (BarttunX Irwin pfenchesaor LUX 
Pftsten (EwnaH FleraUm maSM bmtfH 
towimnd (UddMbraumL Stawton (Aaron 

HeugMon (BHdngx laeAtew (LNvptxA 
NcLoogrtUn (Potamouth). Cnliy (DtrbyX 
■ (Uwpodj, 


^illa given fresh impetus 
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Brian Little's chance to manage 
Aston Villa arose exactly three 
years ago after the double 
whammy of a Uefa Cup exit 
and a defeat at Sel hurst Park 
ended Ron Atkinson’s reign. 
Coincidence contrived a po- 
tential repeat of that scenario 
this week, but a stirring win over 
Athletic Bilbao means that Lit- 
tle’s team visit Crystal Palace on 
Saturday with a fresh opportu- 
nity to relaunch their season. 

How slender is the margin 
between success and the sack. 
JEbe skids were under Atkinson 
fljRerVilla beat Trafazonspor 2-1 
only to go out on away goals. 
This time, an identical scoreline 
saw them into the last 16 by the 
narrowest of margins, ensuring 
a Premiership presence along- 
side the likes of Ajax, AUetico 
Madrid arid Intern aziona I e in 
tomorrow's third-round draw. 


Doug EUis, the Villa chair- 
man. laughed off suggestions 
that history had threatened to 
repeal itself, saying: “It’s noth- 
ing like that [Atkinson's de- 
parture] at all. I hope Brian will 
he here for a long, long time to 
come. 1 stand with him one 
thousand per cent.” Ellis, 
whose agreement with Channel 
5 ended with the Bilbao tie, also 
hopes to negotiate a lucrative 
new television deal. 

If the manner of Vflla’svic- 
tory reassured restless sup- 
porters. h also posed the 
question as to why they appear 
incapable of reproducing such 
form in the League. They took 
maximum points from the 
games immediately after the 
first-round tie with Bordeaux, 
and drew at Arsenal on the bade 
of the Basque country trip, but 
consistency has eluded them. 


It may. therefore, take more 
than a win over Palace to con- 
vince their more sceptical fans. 
Yet after the home failure 
against Chelsea, which was 
sandwiched between unex- 
pected expressions of disquiet 
by Savo Milosevic and Gareth 
Southgate, there was a sense in 
which Wednesday's triumph 
purged Villa’s system. 

Southgate had an out- 
standing game, as did Fernan- 
do Nelson, the Portuguese 
wing-back revelling in a mid- 
field marking role. Milosevic 
also enjoyed one of his better 
nights in tandem with Dwight 
Yorke. while Stan Coliymore, 
intriguingly. stayed on the 
bench. “A result like this can 
change everything,” Yorke said 
“Hopefully it wffl begin the 
healing process we need.” 

-Phil Shaw 


Gullit ready to lead Chelsea into next century 


Ruud Gullit is ready to sign a 
new contract to stay as Chelsea 
manager weD into the 21st cen- 
tury - provided chairman Ken 
Bates can prove the dub has a 
success plan for the next 10 years. 

“I haven’t signed yet but we 
are talkin g about it all the time,” 
Gullit said. “It is not anything 
10 do with money. It is about 
what Chelsea want and what 
they expect from me. You have 
have a plan, a solid structure." 
jr Gullit insists his future docs 
not depend on Chelsea winning 
another trophy this season or 
reaching the quarter-finals of 
the European Cup-Winners 
Cup against Trornso at Stam- 
ford Bridge tonight. 

His Italian striker Gianluca 
Vxalli -scored two late goals in 
a Norwegian snowstorm to re- 
duce Chelsea's deficit to 2-3. 


which means they start tonight 
needing only a 1-0 win to go 
through on aggregate. Vxalli 
said: “1 know when I am going 
to score and I had that feeling 
over there even though I had 
played so badly. 

“And I already know what is 
going to happen. I have a feel- 
ing - but I am afraid 1 will not 
tell you what it is. In Tromso I 
said to myself: ’Luca, you are 
having a nightmare. You are 
playing so badly that you must 
score '.And I did. In fact I im- 
proved so much that I scored 
twice. 

“The second goal out there 
came with just a minute left and 
J am hoping it will prove very 
important We have a hard task 
because Tromso are a strong 
side and win give us many prob- 
lems, but I am confident" 


Tromso, despite only just 
avoiding relegation from the top 
division in Norway this season, 
are furious that Gullit has at- 
tributed their first-leg victory to 
the farcical conditions. 

Sleinar Niisen, who scored 
Tzomso’s first goal and will be 
playing bis last game for them 
tonight before a move to Milan, 
said: “He used the snow as an 
excuse but it was the same for 
both sides. He seems to ignore 
the fact that we were the bet- 
ter team and led 2-0 before the 
blizzards came. Chelsea did 
not start with the right attitude 
and only when it was snowing 
did they look like scoring. 

“He gave us no credit and 
what he said was not what you 
would expect to bear from a lag 
manager, but we will use his 
words to motivate us." 


(Nancy*. Kamady . 

CsmcHy (fayerccrtV D Katty (tamm* 
Coym (Mahore^ KKiaM (tea Bnmakty 

Fans increase 
the pressure 
on Clark 

Eleven months into his reign at 
Maine Road, the pressure is 
mounting on Frank Clark with 
Manchester City sitting just 
outside the First Division rel- 
egation zone. 

Supporters had to be dis- 
persed by mounted police on 
Thesday after the 3-2 borne de- 
feat by Ifort Vfcle, as they staged 
a demonstration against the 
chiiir-pian, Francis L eg , and his 
board. 

Mark Bittner, a member of 
the dub’s official supporters' 
committee who have monthly 
meetings with directors and 
Lee to voice their worries, said 
yesterday: “It’s got to the point 
where you have to say: ’Where 
on earth do we go from here?’ 

“I can honestly say I have 
never seen a team as bad as this 
in City shirts. We have got 
worse and worse and woise and 
there doesn't seem to be any 
light at the end of the tunnel.” 

Bittner says he is speaking 
for many fens who are becom- 
ing unhappy with dark's man- 
agement. “What happens when 
we start playing the good teams 
in this division? My love is for 
Manchester City. I don’t real- 
ly care if Rupert Bear is in 
charge as long as we do well. 
But the quality has gone down 
and down, and these are the 
players Frank Clark has bought 

“My feeling Is that it is time 
for Gaik to go. for the dub to 
admit they made a mistake. 

“Brian Horton may not have 
been ideal, but there was a time 
in the last three years when we 
were fifth in the Premier 
League under him, with Fran- 
qy as dainnan. Now we are fifth 
again, but fifth in Greater Man- 
chester. We are behind United. 
Bolton, Stockport and Busy.” 


SPOR.TI MG DIGEST 
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Thomas Muster gtiina ce s during his defeat by Karol Kucera in Stockh o lm yesterday; 
which may have ended his chance of appearing in the ATP Tour finals Photograph: AFP 

Henman raises his game 


Tim Henman completed a 
hat-trick of career wins over 
Magnus GusLafeon to reach 
the quarter-finals of the 
Stockholm Open yesterday. 

The British No 2, who has 
received a wild card for the 
National Championships at 
Tblford next week, lost his 
way in the second set but re- 
covered his poise for a 6-3, 
2-6, 6-4 victory. 

Henman, who had beaten 
Gustafcson last year at Wim- 
bledon and at Doha in Jan- 
uary, got off to a frying start 
with an early break. He held 
for 5-2, saving a break point 
with an ace, fired another ace 
and finally clinched the game 
when Gustafsson sent a fore- 
hand over the baseline. 

Henman had three set 
points in the ninth game, 
but the 30-year-old Swede 
saved the first two, as Hen- 
man double-faulted on the 
first and was outmanoeu- 
vred by a lob on the second. 


But the eighth seed won the 
set in 27 minutes with an ace. 

Gustafsson, cheered on by 
nearly all the crowd in the half- 
empty KungUga TenmsfaalJe, 
kept hts composure as the sec- 
ond set stayed wife serve, the 
Swede winning the third and 
fifth games on aces. 

Henman lost the next 
game as Gustafsson took a 
4-2teadwhh a huge overhead 
smash. He then held for 5-3, 
then broke once again on a 
passing shot to square the 
match at one set each from 
an hour’s play. 

Gustafeson dropped serve 
to start the third set as sev- 
eral line calls went against 
him The disruption unsettled 
the Swede and Henman 
rolled through the final set 
and advanced to the quarter- 
finals as he hit a high volley 
to an empty comer of the 
court. 

The British No 1, Greg 
Rusedski, who has been trou- 


bled by a virus this week, is 
scheduled to play Frenchman 
Lionel Roux in the second 
round today. 

Karol Kucera beat the 
fifth-seeded Thomas Muster 
4-6, 6-3 - a defeat which may 
have ruined the Austrian’s 
chances of Teaching next 
week’s ATP World Champi- 
onship in Germany. 

As well as Henman, sev- 
en of Britain’s top juniors 
have been given wfld cards for 
the National Championships. 
They include 16-year-old Si- 
mon Dickson of Cheshire 
and 15-year-old Hannah 
Collin of Surrey, who are the 
current 18 and Under Na- 
tional champions, and David 
Sherwood, who won the Ju- 
nior Boys’ doubles title (with 
James Trotman) at the Aus- 
tralian Open last January. 

NAHONALCHAMPIONSKPSCtettoKl) 
WM cards Man T Henman (pxxi); M 
HKoo (Cheshire); S Dickson (CMehnl: 
D Sherwood (VbrtehireL Women S 1 
don (SomeTsal); L Corfu 
H CoOn (Storey); H Fan 1 


GOLF. 

Woods not 
worried by 
death threats 

Tiger Woods confirmed yes- 
terday that he had received sev- 
eral death.' threats since his 
astonishing rise to prominence 

in the sport. 

“Unfortunately, I’ve had m y 

■ aiare of threats since I was 16, 

said Woods, who turns 22 nexl 
month. “Tfeafsjnst the way life 
is when you’re playing a sport 
that traditionally hasn’t been a 
minority sport.” 

Woods became the first non- 
’wirite player to win one of fit® 
four major championships with 
his US-strafe victory in the Mas* 
lers at .fo ftisra National in 
April. Heiifcn Winc hed the PGA 
Tbur money title tin Sunday. 

Woods played 21 tour events 
this season, plus the Ryd er 
Cupi a tminsament in Thailand 

and one m Australia. He said he 

’foold probably play slightly 
less frequently next year. 

“A lot o f rimes you get a Ht- 
tle pressure from tournaments, 
from the conunissfoner, to play 
tome of the weaker tourna- 
%em Hence you play a coup^ ; 
HJore cvents per year that you . 
n^nia^wcuWnX play,” he said- 


Baseball 

Scott Ftol^ the 

ftxjkle oJ the YBwAwartThe 

22S-0U Ftoj^who^ 

al 28 batots in voting by b ase- 

is nriv the eighth unanimous wnrwr 
of me National League honotr. 

^Sasssss^ss 
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Glania^g swams -rift** 

S5S5w""n l ns 

...2. 2 0 4 

Sri ***** 2 0 4 

South Africa - ^ 1 2 2 

PaW*** "3 0 3 » 

west Incfi** 


Football 

Chesterfield have signed David 
Reeves, 2$ In a swap deel from fte- 
storv wUh another s»o; Tony Larmoq 
end E13QPQ0 going in the opposite dF 
rectloa 

Gateshead have appointed the fanner 
HaKax and Rurcom manager John 
Cam*, 37. as that sixth manager in 
eight years, foBowfag the re8iB«tffan 
otJm Platt 10 days aga 
tttohes atom sign Pai SmpBon, to* 
winger on loan from Dertw. Wbwas 
have won four of the sue games 
Sfrnpson has ptayed fa. 

Robin Herd is stepping down as 
chairman of first dhristen Oxford af- 
ter two and a hart years in charge to 
concentrate on busfaess Interests. The 
cUfe legal dtector, Keith Cox, mores 
tp to managing Sector totate con- 
trol 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Los Angefcsa 3 Nwr JwssytfcWteh- 
Ington 2 ttonccuwr 1 ; Tbronto 0 San Joss 

a 

Olympic Games 
TWo decades after Los Angetes 
launched a successful bid far the 1084 
Olympics, officials began a cfltjK 
palm to host the 2012 Games. I do 
Srt to put h tfw record that we are 
oorig to do this the way we CM it n 
TO' 1 Joel Wach^ the Oty cairtS- 

msn said on Tuesday Jw tfwuW 
make sure otr Mention «s it not onto 

Olympics is Wed as the most su& 
cessfu ever because of huge proms 
from toe sate of tetevMontfe end 
corporate sponsoia The money con- 
troer to tondantfewaWeScs across 
Los Angeles County 

Poofs dividends 
umWOOPS: nenie Chance iftwx » 
nnen 1 it rfOKSL 38753 OCtESS 


LkS, O V 

VERNONS: 24p» 0321X1 23pts E22H 


Super Shots: £23 SU (Paid on 3 cor- 
redt^Premlar in £20/00 (paid anBcor- 

2ETTERS: Ttable chance: 84pts £4820 

- s sriaq Baht 


23pts £060. Fore- ihe w s _ 

homes £000. Four ewam CQSM Three 
draws £24& FWr the ES&3U Lucky Nun». 
bar a -B, a 32, «, a 
BRITTENS: Treble chance: 24pts £20 
Pour draws £250 Five amyi E«95 (paid 
on 4 correct). Eight homes £3450 

Rugby League 

The o on sorfium which has eat up a 
new club to succeed the fcpJdaied 
Ofcfwn Seras Is negotiating with both 
Oktoam /tthtetic and Rochdale over 
a ground 10 play on next season. At 
the launch of the dub yesterday, the 
appointment of a new dub was 
named as the first priority vrth the re- 
un of Mke Pont as player-coach .a 
possfaHty. 

Sailing 

Pete Goss has been gven the Sper- 
ry'Utorid Sailor of tfie year award at 
the Internatio na l SaJIng Federation 
meeting in Gothenbug. The award b 
h recognition of his rescue last year 
of Raphael Dine*, who is now part- 
nering Goss on toe 50ft BMW Per- 
formance to the 4000 mfle two- 
handad Jaccpes Vabre bansattanflo 

from Le Havre to Catagena. 

Over 120 boats are expected to con- 
test the 6304rib1hbra Sydney toHo- 
bart Race, starting Boxing Day. 
hctxfiig a Royal Navy team sfappaed 
by Mfcfcey Broutyitaft 

Speedway 

Bradfnd, toe Etta Laagis champions, 
are to sfut down for the nod two sea- 
sons write Odsal Stadum a turned 
into a EffiOm.amertoma Wbrit be- 
gins on the 65UD00 aLseeda- indoor 
arena, which wB have a 1' 
early next year 

Uaguerugbywflconinieurwneet- 
ed, Because of toe massive txddtog 
operation, constructors wi need to 

use toe odsltog speedway and stock 
car track, but moioreport promoters 
have been ^wn guarantees tort they 
wffl return when the Sj^erdoma 
opens to the year 200Q 


Squash 

MEN’S WORLD OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Kude Lum* MMcy) HrW round: A Khan 
(PakJ H D Ryan (fleo Irf) 9-tS tt-O 
B-© -B-T2; P Mardwl PB) bt B Martin (Aud 
fl-s D Jenson 
W T Gwner (Enfl 13-« 

12; J Power (Can) bt J Boneut (ft) *043 15- 
24pts £20. tt 15-4: G Ry*g (Can) bt O Hanto (Eng) 
(paid 6-13 17-14 9-eS-C; A KB (Aus) btrinw- 

tor JEno) *-7 15-t) -6-10; C Vfaprt ckJSA) 


rJEro) ■& 

bt Z JMwn JPNO 17-ffi -6-7 15-10: H I 
(Vragn (EQj 


(Au^ bt Al 


1 (Eg) 6-r 6-71 


Table tennis 

The Engfidi Thbie TSnnis Association 
have appointed Canadian-based 
Frenchman Mchei Gadal as their 
new esocutive coach. GadaS, 44, who 
coached- France to the Eiropaan 
Ghampfanshp faur years ago wi tri«a 
up his ftJ tfma position to toe new yeac 

Tennis 

ATP TOUR TOURNAMENT (Santiago, 
CtiBe) Men's singiso, first round: M ftos 
(Chte) WDSomiswri PO 5-27-fi;HQuiV 

1 Ain) M F Vicsnte (Sp) 6-2 6-2; M - 

ftjru) tx £ Alvarez (Sp) 6-27-6; F 
Srthl J Ctez (Sp! 6-3 3e 6-2; S Weto 
N Lapontl fix} 04 S-4; O Grass (1 
bt K AtanV (Uart 7-5 6®; F CWvet _ 

V Soadsa {LSI 7-6 M; A " 


T hfafs (Gar) 6-3 6-2; A Martri (Sp) I 
GamcnsJ (Chle) 6-45-7B-4;J Buraoj 
ttAPswi (Rsm)&4 6-77-6; JAVloca 
t# N MssSU (Qlto) 3-7 7-6 6-3. 
AMOtflECH CUP WOMENS TOURNAr 
MENT (Chicago) Singles, first round: M 
Mnce fa ttC fcrtttea (Rom) M S* B 
SchuttMteCartlgr (Noth) bt Qaida Man 
(IS) 64 7-5; L teymend (US) bt H S&> 
va (C* Rep) M S-2 M Grzyttowsla (Ron 
« J CKxfat (US) S3 7-5. Second round; 
LDwport dS) bt J Kruger fiA) 6-264; 
I Map (Cma) bt L Courtoto (BW) 7-6 6-t 
STOCKHOLM OPSf Stores, escond 
round: KKucem So) UTkuar (Aut}44 
6-3 M;P Rafter (Aus) btJVteiKerck 

6- 3, 6-4; C PtobW {fit bt M Tsbbutt 
M 6-7 64. 

KRaHLlN CUP MEN'S TOUfMAIBfT 
{Moscow) Stnotes, second romdE M 
Emm (Cz RsplbU Novak (Cz Rep) 7-6 
64; Y KMtoraov (Ru4 bt B Btock (Zbn) 6-4 
64; D Nestor (Can) bt J Sanctis (Sp) 64 
64; W Back (2m) bt J Krosiak (SWb}6-1 

7- 6; D \taek (Cz Rep ) K G Kuerten (Brt 
62 64; P KWtelCz Bte) bt KCartsan (Dan) 
7-6 5-764T AOBrianJUS) CtH Dreokmam 
(Ger)67»46i;BUtndi(C2RBp)wnti- 
obw against S Sargsian (Aim). 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Yesterday 

UEFA CUP Second round second leg: 
Anderteeht 1 Seriate 04 2 fagg: 1-3). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION first 
□Msten: WlrnMerion 3 Luton a 

Tuesday 

UEFACUPSecondroundsecondlog:As- 
ten VBa 2 AlriMto Bteao 1 (agg: 2-1 y. Uv- 
erpool 2 Stesboug 0 
Tbia OSpi - ~ 

Enschede 


2 S&asbcug 0 (agg: 2%- Dynamo 
I Sporting 6ags I (Sgg: C^; wente 
sde 0 AGF Aarhus 0 (egg: 7-7. 
Tmvasntoonaieygaa^; Kartaruhe 1 Metz 
^zloSTtotorV 


3-utrUeto: 

; Ooatia Zagreb 2 


Moacowi 


Real VUadoU 1 Spartak 


2 (&& 4-5); Bastta 3 9traua Buchares 
«gr63;SSMUB wsTcnatwvaoahh FW 
Sotonta 4 AUetico Madrid 4 (Sgg: 6-9). 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Rret 
Division: Bkmtogham 0 Bradford R Buy 
2 Natttotfam Forest R Crww 0 IWW 2; 
gwy^Stod q^i^ n sBt ^^ a ig asId 

0 Chwtor 0; Tranmere 1 Hudders fi eld 0; 
Vtest Bromwtori 1 Norwich R Manchester 
City 2 Port Mb 3L Second DMMon: Back- 
pood Northampton 1; Brentford OC&rfsta 
l; Bristol Rowrsl Bristol City 2; Criestar- 
firid 1 Gtean 1 ; Luton 2 Burnty 3; M6 
wal 1 Rfern 1: Oldtwm 3 Wbsi 1; 
Plymouth 4 Wycombe 2, SouthsndOWW- 
fard 3; Walsal 0 atrsty 0; Wrexham 2 
Bournemouth li'farkl PreetonaTWrdDi- 
vtMoa: Doncaster 1 Canfff 1; hU 3 Exater 
2; Layton Orient 3 Scarborough 1; Mac- 
dasaekf 0 CofchaaierO; Msn^eid 3 FWter- 
ham 3; Notts County 1 Omtor t. 


3; 

Ingtoni 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: UniBond 

League M 5 « » 0 fat Laptf. 

FA CARLS8ERG VASE Rrasrounl n- 
pteys VtettaeefiMd 4 KhAHeaShR Ware 
2 Mngdon 4; Devfcea (J Chfapenham 4 
DR HARTBIS LEAGUE Premier DMatoro 
Whetstone QHBtaeaMn'toiMiRDorohBstar 
2 BetftCfty t; W»* tynn 1 Grufay tom 
a Southern DM»to« drencestw 1 WesF 
oivsupeefitere 2; Margate 3 Erith & 
BMveden t League Cup firat round seo. 
and leg; BracWeyO Coiby SfiOF Bu>- 
tan Allan 1 Tenwnr * ) pgg: 1-1); Fleet 
1 Bashtay 1 fagg: Weymouth OHewart 

2(1-3)- 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMetorr. 
L u ti aB ter 1 WWod 1 Hrat OMetog 
Herwood 2 Conxion 5; Uncoil Utds &a- 


woodlbwnRl . . 

Wftton 2 BMper 0 League Cup 

round: Gueetey 0 Bfehop Audtond 3; Span- 
nymoor 1 Whitby 1 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE First Division: 
LeBthBrtw3d5V*xtWngl;Stainas3Berii- 
berated 2 . Second DMekm: Cwwey te- 
bnd 3 CheshunlO; Wivenhoe 0 Dtetow 0 
GuanKan tosurance Cup second rowicfc 

AUarshot 0 Doowtem &RsdMdge 1 ; Bas- 
to gacte 1 fm lay 1 (asg.- BBaricey 0 Pur- 
toetO (bed; Boreriani Wood 4 Bognor Ftogto 
ft CarahaMon 1 YtelngO; Cfarton 1 SAP 
barn 2i Gravesend & Northfiset 3 Wok- 
in&am 2 fasti; Hampton 2 Wblion & 

HsntenftH^ODBOadadCty1;Roni- 
toid 4 Chsrtsey iTsuttan Utd 3 Uxbridge 
a RiB Members Cup test round: DiMcri 
Haute! 0 Wngaontan a 
JBNSOH EASTERN LEAGUE Preoter Dl- 
vfSlOtcOisel Hbton1:By1 Wbcxfcridge 
2; Greet Yarmouth 4 TpJrae 1; Lowestoft 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Ftet 
EtetotonrLaiwngySpprtsl&ltdeanftlJt. 
ttoriampt o n 3 Hasxxacg P; Pactem 0 Chicri- 
sstorft Shonham 1 Sebeya John (nton 

LMgwQqjMnaa round: Oekwood 0 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAOJE First Division: Dunston FB 0 
South siteldB 1 ; Eaetogton 1 Norihaleston 
ft Morpeth 1 BecSngton 1 : Ttw Low 0 Con- 
satta 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE F&*1 

Division: Atherton CoSeriBs 2 Darwon 2; 
Bteskpool Rtwera 2 CUnroe ft Newcastle 
Town 2 VtanhaS GM 1; Rossandsie 1 

Atherton LR 0; Vterihgton 0 Bumcou^i 2 

S^WFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier m. 
vWore SflckWelS Mangotsfleld 2; Bristol 
Manor Farm 0 PaAon t 
WNSTO NIEAD KENT LEAGUE Fhsira- 
tristorc Hythe 1 MOiIiMIdbVIMcS 
Croaartte 0; WNstabto 1 Qurabi Bor- 

cxiyi 1 

KSM* M1DUWD ALU- 

A«ce Ftoriafl 1 SendwBl Bdroucfi l 

LEAGUE 

fl n ff ,L l l r ll,BI Btocloione 1 Basra 
1 fad Sp ate 1; St Neats 1 

MIRNOFF IRISH LEAaffi Premier DL 
o; OftonvBe 

3 tfataahe ; Pwadown 0 LidleM ft 
AVONmmAN^KJliaNATKlNnret 
DMetan: Arsenal 3 Crystal Pates a 


CRICKET 

Sri Lankans 

overwhelm 

Pakistan 


Centuries by Sanath Jayasuriya 
and Aravinda de Silva saw off 
Pakistan as Sri Lanka scored a 
crushing eight-wicket win in the 
Golden Jubilee tournament in 
Lahore yesterday. 

Jayasuriya hit 134 not out 
and De SQva an undefeated 102 
as Sri Lanka overtook Pak- 
istan's 280 with 10 overs to 
spare. The pair put on a Sri 
Lankan one-day record stand 
of 213 for the third wicket. 

Sri Lanka qualified for the 
final, where they meet South 
Africa on Saturday. Before 
that, the two teams meet each 
other in the last round-robin 
match in the tournament today. 

GOLDEN JUHLEE QUADRANQULARTRO- 
PHY (Lahore): Sri Lanka bt PttxMn by e&t 
wickets. 

$f> Lanka mm toss 
PAKISTAN 

Shahid Aind bites 39 

Saeed Anwar c Raratutga b teas ~2B 

A.UTK Seoul c and b lAnilrthaiBn . , . ..70 

I/az Ahmad c aib b S de Ste 94 

rcumem ^Kaq c A de Stva b Jayasuriya .A 
•Wbikn Akrare c L de She b Muabharan 6 

Moei Khan n*i cut — 10 

Artwr MUvnood c L de Siva b S de Sho 6 

Tflaartd LMrf c L de S*»a b Vtoc t 

WHar'ftutob3ae3Wa 1 

Saqnn Mohtaq not ouL. . 1 

Extras (H* wSJ 9 

Total 280 

Fait 7-66 2-73 3-195, 4-305 6214. 6254, 7- 
2fia6Z7a 9-278 

BowtinK Vans 106SP-3; S da Sha 94-i^B- 
3(w3>: Dtwnnasenna B-i-m-o, Murabharan 
16637-2; Jayaaxlya 6664-1; A De 
625-6 
SRI LANKA 

S 7 Jayasuriya not exit 04 

M S Atapailv run out ..23 

H S UerianafriB c Aamt b Azrar . . .....0 

PA0*Swa«w«A «? 

Extras (toe wtL rty3) 22 

total (tor 2 ) 261 

Fall: 1 -65. 2-68 

Ud not bat *A Hanatonga. H P TlakattneL 
tL da Siva. W P U J C teas. K Dharmaaana. 
M PAraltharan S K L Da Ste. 

BOHrtkM: WaSm Akram 60-444) (TtoZ w2); 
Wbqar \tamb 66-460 (wri); Saqito Mtrinraq 
06566; ArtarMaimnd 665^-1 (nbt w5); 
Aar* Sohal 66-32-0; Shahd Ahtt 66426 
f*5L 

• The former Northampton- 
shire captain Allan Lamb is 
poised for a return to his old 
county as a part-time consul- 
tant. The 42-year-old former 
England batsman, who retired 
from first-class cricket before 
the start of the 1996 season fol- 
lowing a dispute over the pub- 
lication of his autobiography, 
has had informal discussions 
with the club’s chief executive, 
Steve Coverdale. “1 have always 
said I would like to put some- 
thing back into the game,” he 
said. “There would be nowhere 
better to do it than Northamp- 
ton. 1 have been there 19 years 
and if I could help them win 
things in the future then I 
would be happy.” 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

2,200,000 

The number of pounds 
lost by Saracens last sea- 
son, their first as a pro- 
fessional rugby union 
dub. This season, the 
dubfe wage Ml for its 32 
professional players and 
five coaches wi be £18m 
Corporate revenue, how- 
ever, has ri creased from 
£423000 for the whole of 
last season to £1m so far 
in 1997-98. 


B ASKETBALL 

Giants recruit 
Rowsom 

Manchester Giants and Derby 
Storm made two crucial signings 
yesterday. 

Giants recruited the 6ft lOin 
centre Brian Rowsom, who 
spent two and a half seasons 
with Charlotte Hornets and In- 
diana Pacers, and have released 
Jabaar Jones to make way. 

Tbwers have signed the for- 
mer London Tbwers player, 
Tbny Windless, who in his three 
seasons with them averaged 18 
points and helped them to the 
7-Up Trophy and Budweiser 
Championship last season. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 
ftXuitewatB tad 

European cu (winners* cup 

SEC 0 M 3 ROUND SECOM) LEG 
Chataa (2) v Tromso (3) (7 jM)_ 
OterfcxVB SUigart M vCenra* Bt- 
*" M . Kacaogapqr v Lokomotiv 

•***» B (Bl^Vfcanza P) » Shafcto 

UB^ CTPSacood round second lag VL 
v cUi Buges (BaJgkjfnj m. 
J««F LMa HOTWNAL LEAGUE OF 
MBAi te ftanlgr Dhtataro DundMi v 
Stoto««W(7A5L 

AVON MajRANCE COtratNATlON FM 
DhfetoR Norote v ftightan 
K» CAH LSBEWO VASE Pint roenO: 
Amfliorpe WMan vWfea Atenero CeUc 

Ice hodcey 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP S «6 
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FOOTBALL 


I nee sets sights 
on place in 
European Cup 


Despite defeat in the 
Uefk Cup on Tuesday, 
European ambitions still 
loom large at Airfield. 
Paul Walker reports. 


ensure they finished second, al- 
lowing Newcastle to sneak in 
and grab the European Cup 
Champions’ League place al- 
located to the runners-up. 

Now lace, who had an out- 
standing game in midfield 


Paul Ince has vowed to drive 
Liverpool back into Europe 
next season - in the Champions’ 
League. 

The Anfield captain under- 
lined the feeling of anger and 
loss that followed the elimina- 
tion from the Uefa Cup in the 
second round by Racing Stras- 
bourg, a club only 14th in the 
French League, lb be dumped 
by such a team has hurt the 
Reds, so used to nights of glo- 
rious success against far better 
teams than the one Strasbourg 
pul out to protect their 3-0 lead 
from the first leg. 

Ince was defiant, after Tues- 
day's 2-0 win for Liverpool 
saw his side go out 3-2 on ag- 
gregate. “It’s disappointing to 
be out of Europe, it means so 
much to everyone at this club,” 
he said. “We are absolutely gut- 
ted, mainly because we didn't 
feel we got the run of the ball 
when we needed it most in the 
second leg. 

“Everyone is determined 
that wc will be back in Europe 
next season, it is too important 
to this dub. We must make sure 
we are in Europe again, with a 
good Premiership position that 
puts us in the Champions' 
League.” 

The Uefa Cup was a poor 
second prize for Liverpool at 
the end of last season, when for 
so long they had looked champ- 
ionship favourites. But their 
fade out at the end did not even 


Jamie Redknapp, believes Liv- 
erpool have to get their act to- 
gether in the championship 
race. He said: “We must get our 
heads up, concentrate on our 
games with the next one against 
Spurs on Saturday.” 

Ince believes Liverpool 
proved themselves a better 
team than Strasbourg. He said 
“We lost the tie out there with 
our display in the first leg. 
Last season, before I was at Liv- 
erpool, the dub lost in identi- 
cal fashion against. Paris 
St-Gennain. 

“But I believe we didn’t get 
the chances in that one, this 
time we created four or five 
more openings, and with a dis- 
play like that proved we are a 
better team than them. We 
didn't get what we deserved, we 
didn’t get the run of the ball 
when it mattered. But we gave 
it everything, the fans were 
fantastic and we didn't get the 
extra goals we deserved.” 

The Liverpool manager, 
Roy Evans, reckons that the 
shambolic defeat in France in 
the first leg could serve as a 
turning point in a topsy-turvy 
season that sees his under- 
achieving side labouring behind 
the front runners - particular- 
ly Manchester United. 

Evans said: “If we can keep 
working as hard as we did in the 
Strasbourg game, I know we 
can go on to better things in the 
Leagne. The players are dis- 


appointed in the fact that we 
can be so inconsistent. But if 
they work as hard as that on a 
regular basis, you might not al- 
ways play as well, but 99 times 
out of 100 you would get a re- 
sult 

“1 believe we can get there. 
Over the last three games since 
the first leg we have done 
much better. We beat Derby, it 
didn’t quite go how we would 
have liked at Bolton but we still 
got a point, and now this one, 
1 can ask for no more effort” 

Evans reckons the tide 
could well have turned. He 
added: “We have been on the 
up since Strasbourg, particularly 
in the commitment of the play- 
ers in training sessions and 
games-Theyhavetakenthatre- 
spansfoilily and it has improved 
us in many ways. 

“But the earlier form has pul 
us out of the competition. But 
at least we have gone out with 
a fight, with all guns blazing. 
With a touch of fortune we 
would still be iL We must take 
credit from that 

“Wfe took all the slide and the 
flak from the Strasbourg game, 
quite rightly, it was fair trifi cism- 
But I think the boys deserve the 
praise this time for the way the 
went about their job. Wfc lost the 
tie over there, to come back 
from 3-0 is very difficult. 

“I can only praise the lads 
for having the belief to go out 
there and think they can 
achieve the result we wanted." 

Liverpool now face succes- 
sive home games against two 
Premiership stragglers, Tot- 
tenham and Barnsley, with a 
Coca-Cola Cup tie at home 
against Grimsby sandwiched 
between those two games. 
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ACROSS 

7 Discharge from river, 
reportedly ... (4) 

8 ...possible cause of a 
vile beach (10) 

10 Rook’s imbued with 
heart of early bird (8) 

1 1 Birds beginning to de- 
velop combs (o) 

12 Excessive figures of 
speech (3-3) 

13 Delight in erected 
bouse skirted by 
rolling Northern river 
( 8 ) 

15 An admiral’s authori- 


20 Girl’s bitten into keen 
fruit (6) 

22 Does it prevent leaks 
in laundrette? (6) 

24 Garment in trendy yel- 
low’s better (8) 

25 Pop letters in going 
back from bouse (10) 

26 Irritate, ignoring the 
Parisian’s call (4) 

DOWN 


6 Outlet’s bolted, we 
hear (4) 

9 It’s an attribute of 
min e (4,9) 

14 Meddled? Pried? TeL 
No. should be changed 


Study fisherman’s 

dial? nni 


Eey sequence for pi- 
ano in version of 
‘Georgia’ (8) 


dial? (10) 

Creature about to 
climb into pine (6) 
Plant with dead stem I 
force up (8) 

Sentence emressiug 
ridicule (4,2) 

Meal for Scot, one 
yielding non (8) 


16 Tom’s likely to see 
through thfs kind of 
thing (4-4) 

17 HoDow? Former warn- 
ing has point at last 
( 8 ) 

19 Bug a North Euro- 
pean (6) • . 

21 Ascetic, see. absent in 

23 Briefly itate word of 
grief (4) 
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Shahid Afridi, Pakistan's opening batsman, is bowled by Chaminda Vass for 63 during Sri Lanka’s eight-wicket victory in the quadrangular 
one-day cricket tournament in Lahore yesterday Match report, scoreboard, page 31; Photograph: B K Bangash/AP 


RUGBY LEAGUE 




Wigan set to announce the reappointment of an uncommon coach 


The most successful 
coach in British rugby 
league history will today 
return to the scene of his 
triumphs. Dave Hadfield 
awaits the second 
coming of John Monie. 


Wigan will today confirm the re- 
appointment of John Monie as 
the club’s coach - a role be re- 
linquished in 1994 after four 
hugely successful seasons. 

The new Wigan chairman, 
Mike Nolan, admitted yester- 
day that Monie had agreed a 
two-year deal to assume control 
at Central Park once more. 


It was news the board bad 
hoped to suppress until the 
current Wigan coach, Eric 
Hughes, bad been told the bad 
news. Hughes, who had been in 
charge for nine months, has 
been out of the country on hol- 
iday, but is now thought to be 
back. Attempts to contact him 
were, as of last night, unsuc- 
cessful, but the whole business 
will give him a dismal feeling of 
d£ja vu. 

The former Great Britain 
centre was sacked at St Helens 
less than two years ago to make 


way for one Australian, Shaun 
McRae, and is now being 
ditched - after a season that 
ended with Wigan winning the 
Premiership - for another. 

But Monie is - even to 
those who resent the extent of 
Antipodean influence in the 
game here - no ordinary Aus- 
tralian and no ordinary coach. 

His four seasons saw Wigan 
dominate all domestic compe- 
titions and set new standards in 
the game here. He has never 
been a believer in returning to 
the scene of former successes. 


but his experiences since have 
left him with something to 
prove. 

His reign as the inaugural 
coach with the Auckland Vter- 
riois - for whom he Left Wigan 
- was a disappointment and 
ended with him being sacked 
this season. 

Since then, it has looked in- 
evitable that be would return to 
Britain, where his reputation re- 
mains sky-high, but Leeds or 
projected franchises in Whies or 
Scotland were alternative des- 


tmauons. 
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The new regime at Wigan, 
which bailed the dub out of fi- 
nancial crisis last week, has 
moved swiftly to ensire that he 
wlU stage his British come- 
back at Central Park. 

“He is the best there is," 
Nolan said. “He will be left to 
get on with the playing side and, 
if he needs players, the money 
will be available." 

Despite rumours to that ef- 
fect, Wigan will not appoint a 
high-profile co-coach, like 
Great Britain’s Andy Goodway, 
to work alongside Monie. Sim- 
ply bringing back the man mast . 
closely associated with their 
great days of the recent past is 
enough. 
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Chelsea vsTromso live from 7:30 tonight on 
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